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Editor’s Note 

Pulling together the annual Rivers Report has become one of my favourite parts of the 

Director’s role. The start of the process is reaching out to some old friends and some newer 

acquaintances to ask them to share some of their thoughts on the Hampshire chalkstreams. 

Everybody seems happy to do so. The articles then begin to arrive and the Report begins to 

take shape – it becomes a lovely walk down a memory lane through last summer, as the 

thermometer sinks in bleak mid-winter outside. 

The focal point of the Report remains, as ever, the reports from the fisheries. 2018 was for 

many a difficult season, particularly during that hot, dry summer. So some gloom and 

despondency. But as many uplifting stories of fishing success amongst the waving ranunculus 

and late evening hatches. 

I thought we had to mark the retirement of Ray Hill as Head Keeper for the Houghton Club 

after 50 years on the river, so our new Administrator – and my fellow Editor, Ingrid Burt, was 

despatched to winkle some of his riverbank secrets out of him. Ingrid also spoke to Mike 

Taplin, a keeper at the other end of his career, after his second season at Wherwell Priory. I 

am sure you will enjoy reading the results. 

Somebody who has spent even longer by the river than Ray Hill is Warren Gilchrist, a former 

member of the Association’s Board and one of the pioneers of modern invertebrate 

monitoring. He was gracious enough in his ninetieth year to share some of his concerns about 

the chalkstreams, but with his sense of humour never too far away from the surface film. 

Thank you, Warren. Another old chalkstream hand is Rod Murchie who retired a couple of 

years ago after thirty years as an Environment Agency water resources specialist. I asked Rod 

if he could separate fact from fiction when it came to Hampshire chalkstream river flows over 

the years. He has done an excellent job doing so. 

After a couple of articles with an artistic theme last year, I decided to find somebody to extol 

the virtues of chalkstream trout as a food source. Arthur Voelcker of Chalkstream Foods was 

well-qualified to do so. And he very generously threw in an Ottolenghi recipe for you to try 

if you want to take your cooking off in a fashionable direction this summer.  The Test and 

Itchen Association is on trend! 

Last but very much not least, I thought it was important to give our main partners inside and 

outside of government an opportunity to tell you something about what they have been up 

to. Chalkstream conservation is a team sport. I think you will be amazed at how much is going 

on. 

 

Jeremy Legge 
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Chairman’s Report 

2018 was a stark reminder of just how fickle our climate can be. The record books show that 

we had average rainfall over the twelve months of the year, but that annual average masks 

some real extremes: May and June were exceptionally hot and dry, with June being the driest 

June at Otterbourne on the Itchen in a record stretching back to the end of the 19th Century. 

Fortunately, heavy rain in March and April, and again towards the end of the year, ensured 

that river levels never dropped too catastrophically and are now back close to where they 

should be. The chalk aquifer and the natural water storage it provides helps make the 

Hampshire chalkstreams a remarkably resilient environment. 

But we should not take anything for granted. The Association has been working hard on your 

behalf to safeguard our rivers. You will be able to read more about what we have been up to 

in this Rivers Report. On the positive side of the ledger, we appear at long last to have in place 

a long-term framework for sustainable water abstraction and firm plans for the investment 

required to bring on line alternative sources of water supply. We probably have a better 

understanding now than we have ever had before of the ecological state of our rivers and the 

stresses they are under. At the level of river management, there have been some splendid 

examples of river restoration projects undertaken by our members. The weed cuts, under the 

watchful eyes of our wardens, went remarkably smoothly. We even managed to persuade the 

Environment Agency to re-think some planned increases in the price of permits to undertake 

river work. None of this could have been achieved without working closely with a range of 

partners.  

On the flip side of the coin, the lack of river flies and hence rising fish remains a preoccupation 

for many of us. That said, you will read in the reports from the fisheries that many of them 

had a good year, with excellent early season and late season sport compensating for what was 

for many a spasmodic Mayfly and difficult mid-Summer period. Fingers crossed for some 

chalk stream magic in 2019. 

I would like to end by thanking Jacqui Williams 

for her wonderful service as the Association’s 

Administrator over the last nine years. Jacqui is 

currently handing over the role to Ingrid Burt to 

allow her to focus exclusively on her continuing 

work for the Kimbridge Estate. Jacqui has been 

central to the smooth functioning of the 

Association. I am sure you would all like to join 

me in thanking her for all that she has done on 

our behalf.  

 

Clay Brendish CBE, Chairman 

 

Jacqui Williams and Ingrid Burt at the Test & Itchen 

offices 
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Executive Director’s Report 

The Executive Director’s Report is an opportunity to tell you, the membership, something 

about what the Association has been up to on your behalf in 2018.  

I should start by saying something about the Association’s members. The membership list is 

a remarkable Who’s Who of those who live and work by the Hampshire chalkstreams, or 

simply enjoy fishing them. From when the Association was established at the beginning of the 

last century, the core membership component has always been the river owners. The 150 

owner members between them own almost all the Test and Itchen and their tributaries. The 

next membership constituency is the roughly 100 or so river managers and keepers. In 

numerical terms, the largest membership group are the 250 ordinary or sporting members. In 

addition, there are a small but important group of members who represent the organisations 

with which we work closely. So, a diverse membership, but one which shares the same desire 

to see the Hampshire chalkstreams thrive and remain the magical places they have long been. 

Notwithstanding the occasional lively difference of opinion, and understandable differences 

of emphasis, there is a broad consensus on these goals and how best to go about achieving 

them. 

The Association ran two major events for our membership in 2018. Our Summer Party at 

Longstock on the Leckford Estate in June was a chance to celebrate all that makes the 

chalkstreams such special places, learn a little more about the environment and have some 

fun. We were blessed with a perfect day. There was a casting competition, a casting clinic and 

fly-tying demonstrations, as well as fishing on the Longstock lakes, for the fishermen. And 

guided riverside walks, an introduction to river fly life and an opportunity to visit the 

stunning Estate Water Gardens for those interested in the natural beauty of the Middle Test 

valley in early June. We all came together in the middle of the day for a magnificent Hog Roast 

lunch provided by the Leckford Estate keepers. The day seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed by 

all who came. It was also a good opportunity for the Association to invite, as our guests, 

representatives of organisations with which we work closely. It is the first time the Association 

has run such an event, to the best of my knowledge. The feedback from the day was so positive 

that we will run a similar event at the same venue in 2019.  

The Riverfly Stand – Leckford Summer Party The Casting Clinic – Leckford Summer Party 
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In October, we ran a more traditional 

Members Day, with talks and presentations 

at Sparsholt College in the morning followed 

by a river visit in the afternoon. The talks in 

the morning focused on the issue which is 

probably of greatest concern to you: river 

flies, or rather the lack of them. We heard 

from the Environment Agency (EA) on the 

results of their extensive monitoring of Test 

and Itchen invertebrates. And the Wessex 

Chalkstreams and Rivers Trust (WCSRT) presented the results of their invertebrate 

monitoring on the Meon which the Association helped to fund – WCSRT’s Meon report is 

enclosed with your copy of the Rivers Report. You can also read elsewhere in this Rivers 

Report the results of Salmon and Trout Conservation’s three-year River Fly Census on the 

Test and Itchen which the Association also helped to fund. The results of all this monitoring 

present a mixed picture: there are clearly issues in parts of the Upper Itchen and Middle Test, 

with declines in river fly abundance and diversity, but elsewhere, on the Lower Itchen for 

example, things look better. This variable picture is reflected in the reports written by the 

fisheries on their 2018 season. 

One thing that can be done to help 

invertebrates is to increase river flows and 

create more varied and better habitat – river 

restoration. In the morning, the Wild Trout 

Trust (WTT) told us about their approach to 

chalkstream river restoration which acted as 

an introduction to our visit to a restored 

section of the Dever at Bullington in the 

afternoon. This was so inspiring that it led 

directly to two of our owner members 

beginning a dialogue with the EA and WTT 

on their own river restoration plans. So we 

can record some success on one of the aims of 

our membership days - to inform and inspire our membership with examples of best practise. 

Another aim of membership days is to entertain. William Daniel of Famous Fishing certainly 

did that with some fascinating and amusing stories and anecdotes gathered from his 30+ years 

on the chalkstreams. The wonderful extracts he read from Harry Plunket Greene’s “Where the 

Bright Waters Meet” persuaded me to go out and find my own copy of this chalkstream classic 

written in the 1920s. This passage induced a wry smile: 

 

Getting things underway at Sparsholt 

WTT explaining their river rest 

oration tactics 
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 “On most of the days I went to our beat on the Test I found the water like pea-soup from 

weedcutting. There did not seem to be any understanding between the owners of the various stretches. 

As fast as one beat in the upper water was finished another would begin, with the result that the people 

below had a pretty muddy time. It is extraordinary that the riparian owners, or tenants, on the great 

trout-streams do not take the trouble to meet and evolve a policy of some sort as regards weedcutting 

and come to an agreement as to dates.” 

Well, Harry, one of my predecessors was clearly listening. Managing the weed cut was one of 

issues that led to the creation of the Association and here I think we can report some progress 

over the last 100 years from the anarchy described by Plunket Greene!  2018 was in many ways 

a strange year for weed growth, with a very cold Spring with strong river flows followed by 

a very hot and dry summer. However, with one or two minor hiccups – although I appreciate 

they do not appear to be a minor hiccup for the owners and keepers most directly affected – 

the 2018 weed cuts went well. We have introduced some more changes for 2019, one of which 

is to keep the same calendar dates on the Test from year to year as opposed to changing them 

every year. Weed cuts are one of those things nobody really notices if all goes well, but which 

can cause enormous frustration, inconvenience and sometimes ill-feeling if they do not. The 

weed cut coordination and supervision provided by the Association’s wardens is one of the 

most important services we provide to our members and one which we will continue to focus 

on improving. 

Away from the riverbank, the Association has been busy, often working with others, to shape 

and influence the regulatory framework that directly impacts on the rivers and those working 

with them. An exhaustive list of everything we have done would be rather dull (as are some 

of the interminable meetings!), so I will limit myself to a couple of examples, one at the 

strategic end and one at the day-to-day end of the spectrum. Other than water quality and its 

impact on invertebrates, water quantity is the strategic issue of most concern to most of you. 

The chalkstreams are remarkably, almost uniquely, resilient to the vagaries of our climate, 

with the aquifer moderating the flow in times of plenty and drought. But the aquifer and the 

chalkstreams cannot withstand ever greater levels of abstraction, particularly for public water 

supply. The Chiltern chalkstreams are a sad example of what can happen when abstraction 

becomes unsustainable. A long-running saga came to a head in March with a Public Inquiry 

examining the EA’s proposals to impose new limits on Southern Water’s main abstraction 

licences affecting the Test and Itchen catchments. The Inquiry ended with Southern Water 

accepting the new limits and making commitments to invest in the new sources of water – 

reservoirs, desalination plants, more water reuse – which will be required to provide 

Hampshire’s growing population with the water they need into the future. The Inquiry 

outcome has not yet been signed off by the Secretary of State, but, assuming this happens, the 

Inquiry outcome will be the biggest step forward in conserving the Hampshire chalkstreams 

this decade – in my humble opinion. 

 

One example at the more day-to-day end of the spectrum was a consultation on the charges 

made by the EA for the permits required for river restoration and management projects. The 
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EA were planning huge increases, with a permit to undertake even some of the more mundane 

tasks increasing to thousands of pounds. The Association and others objected, suggesting that 

the EA would, in effect, be penalising those they should be encouraging to look after the 

chalkstreams. The EA relented. This is not headline-grabbing stuff, but will hopefully have 

saved many of our members significant sums of money. 

Towards the end of the year, the focus began to shift towards issues directly impacting on 

salmon and sea trout. The numbers of salmon and sea trout entering the Test and Itchen have 

declined very significantly over the last fifty years but had stabilised over the last 10 years and 

did not seem to be suffering the further sharp declines seen elsewhere in the UK. Until 2018. 

There could be a number of explanations, including the hot dry summer, but salmon and sea 

trout numbers in 2018 were half what they were in 2017. A consultation on reducing further 

coastal netting is now underway which should help. There are opportunities and the required 

funding for removing obstacles to fish passage. But the significantly reduced numbers are 

going to increase the focus on rod-and-line fishing for migratory salmonids. The salmon and 

sea trout fisheries on the Lower Test and Lower Itchen have got a good story to tell with the 

introduction of 100% catch-and-release policies, stopping fishing during periods of high water 

temperature and restricting fishing methods to those least likely to endanger fish, but there 

will be pressure to do more if fish numbers continue to decline. 

Notwithstanding all the challenges faced by the chalkstreams, I am sure you will all have 

some wonderful memories of time spent beside them in 2018. One that stood out for me was 

a return, after too long an absence, to Holywell on the Meon where my chalkstream fly-fishing 

journey began more years ago than I now care to remember. On a warm May evening all the 

fishing stars came into alignment – spent Mayfly dropping on the water, wild trout feasting 

on those the swooping birds were not enjoying, and one of those rare occasions when my fly 

selection and presentation were up to the task. I even had family bragging rights as I was 

having more luck than one of my sons with whom I was fishing. Perfect! A hot day spent on 

the Bourne in September with low, crystal-clear water and those fish I did see being scared off 

by my clumsy wading brought home that I still have much to learn – although I anticipate I 

will have lots of fun doing so. And reading Plunket Greene has provided me with some more 

tips on the best tactics to deploy on the Bourne. 

On the home front, the Association is fortunate to have an excellent base beside the Test in the 

Kimbridge Estate Office. To allow Jacqui Williams to devote more time to her role with the 

Kimbridge Estate, we needed to find somebody to take over her role as the Association’s part-

time administrator. We are fortunate to have found Ingrid Burt who is very well-qualified and 

enthusiastic about the role. Ingrid started work at the end of 2018 and hopes to have 

completed the hand-over from Jacqui early in 2019. I would like to end by wishing her a long 

and happy association with the Association and thanking Jacqui for all she has done on the 

Association’s behalf over the last nine years. 

 

Jeremy Legge, Executive Director 



Prime beats available on all major rivers and their tributaries
Test • Itchen • Avon • Kennet

Private fly fishing days and breaks • Client entertainment specialists
Professional guides and tuition • Salmon fishing in Iceland

     +44 (0)1722 782858      enquiries@•
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Keepers’ Corner 

Ingrid Burt, the Association’s new Administrator, talks to two riverkeepers, at opposite ends of their 

career paths 

 

Ray Hill retired as Head Keeper of the Houghton Club on 31 December 2018. 

 

Ray, you have spent a staggering 50 years as a riverkeeper with 40 years at the Houghton 

Club.  Why riverkeeping?  When and how did it all start? 

I started as a riverkeeper when I was 15 in 1969.  I don’t really remember there being a time 

when I wasn’t destined for a life by the river.  I guess I wasn’t going to be anything else but a 

riverkeeper, you see, I’m 4th generation in my family to be a riverkeeper.  My Great 

Grandfather started in 1894 on the Rib and the Lea Rivers in Hertfordshire.  I have an old 

newspaper cutting of a photo of myself, my father, my Grandfather and Great Grandfather.  

I’m standing at the front aged about 2 and the caption reads something like this, ‘it is 

confidently expected that young Raymond will become a riverkeeper.’ 

My Great Grandfather moved from Hertfordshire to the Kennet which was where my 

Grandfather started riverkeeping. He then moved to The Test, first at Wherwell and then at 

Compton.  My father then started his career at Compton, moving to the Itchen and then back 

to Compton when my Grandfather died.   

 

When did you start working at the Houghton Club? 

I started work at Compton before moving to the Itchen.  It was a single-handed job. I came to 

The Club in January 1980. Mick Lunn was Head Keeper. There were six full-time riverkeepers 

in those days with summer part-time boys employed for the weed cuts and other busy 

seasonal jobs. When the fish farm started the Club was only supplying its own river, but as 

surpluses increased, they started supplying other estates.  

Coming to work for The Club was very special.  It has been and still is run as a traditional 

country estate.  The ethos of The Club remains the same as it was at the beginning.  My Great 

Grandfather worked for one of the Members of the Club and his brothers were riverwatchers 

for one of the founder members of The Club.  They used to get a guinea a year to watch for 

poachers. There are so many family connections with The Club going back generations that, 

for me, it was as though it was meant to be.   

 

In terms of river management what has changed since you started working at The Club? 

Essentially little has changed in river management methods and practice, but, of course, the 

most noticeable is mechanisation. We adjust to the weather patterns, drought, flooding etc., 

but the basics remain the same.  There have been a few projects that weren’t so successful, and 

we’ve learnt from those.  It’s not river management that has changed, it’s the bureaucracy that 

has changed, substantially.  We work with the statutory bodies to make sure that we are 

preserving the designated features of The Test, as do all the riparian landowners.  In the old 

days, we weren’t monitored as heavily as we are now.  Of course, it’s right, but it adds a 

significant amount to an already busy job.   

I suppose the other thing that has changed for me is that when I started, I was solely involved 

with riverkeeping and fish farming. Now, The Club riverkeepers are more involved with 

Estate maintenance as well, whether it’s fencing, tree surgery or building a fishing hut. 
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What will you not miss about your role in your retirement? 

I definitely won’t miss the bureaucracy.  I’ve been extremely fortunate in that my wife, Sue, 

has helped with that side of my job.  She has saved me a lot of heartache.  In the last few years, 

I have missed the practical side of my job as I’ve been increasingly involved with other related 

matters. My phone would be ringing constantly with another issue that needed resolving 

there and then, taking me away from the river and the parts of the job that I found the most 

enjoyable.   

I used to love the Autumn and Winter months and working outside, but I’m finding the 

warmth of my home more appealing nowadays.   

 

What have been the most enjoyable parts of your job? 

The practical side of my job has been really rewarding.  I’ve planted thousands of trees in my 

40 years at The Club and I get immense satisfaction looking at how they have grown and the 

wildlife they now support.  I can safely say that I gave the job my all.  I put in everything that 

I could, and I hope that I have made a positive contribution.  

The other part of my job that has been extremely enjoyable is being involved with the 

Members and being part of their enjoyment of the river and their fishing.  The greatest joy for 

me is not catching a fish, it’s giving a tiny bit of guidance to someone else which then results 

in them having an even better experience on the river.  It’s that enjoyment that I see in the 

Members when they are away from their day to day and they can just be calm and content on 

the riverbank that has made my job essentially a happy one.  The elusive fish, that eventually 

is caught, late in the day, when all hope has nearly gone, and I suggest one more fly change 

and the trout takes and the fisherman is delighted.  It will be those memories that I will keep 

returning to in my retirement.   

 

Have you got a favourite rod? 

Not really. It’s a bit like guns, they all go bang. 

 

What about favourite flies?  What would be your Desert Island choice if you could only have 

two flies? 

Orange Tag and John Storey.  A John 

Storey is a very old fly, it’s like some 

of the Lunn family flies.  John Storey 

was keeper on one of the Yorkshire 

rivers at the beginning of the 20th 

Century, one of many generations of 

keepers in his family.  The pattern 

has changed over the years/decades.  

It has a little wispy wing which is 

tied sometimes forward sometimes 

back. The Orange Tag was originally tied by Herbert Todd, at Stockbridge, as an emerging 

BWO. The perfect tying is a peacock hurl body with a Metz blue dun parachute hackle, and 

the orange tag really should be pre-WWII wool! I think the original he used was something 

from his time in the Royal Flying Corps. You can get it to sit just below the surface as almost 

a nymph coming up, or as an emerger on the surface. Or well-dressed it will sit up on the top.  

If you had a box full of different sizes of those two flies you wouldn’t need any others.   

 

Orange Tag Dry Fly John Storey Dry Fly 
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Where is your favourite place to fish? 

I don’t really have one.  For me it’s about being with other people and sharing in their 

enjoyment of the river, wherever that may be, and using any skill that I might have to enable 

their enjoyment.  In the last few years, when on the bank with a Member of The Club and they 

hand me the rod and say ‘have a go’, I’ve been reluctant to do so.  I would much rather just 

be there to give them a few hints and to spot a fish that they haven’t seen.   

 

Is fishing going to be part of your retirement plan? 

I’m not planning too much fishing as yet.  I have a book, not just a list, full of things that need 

doing in the house and the garden.  My interest in flora and fauna will keep me busy too.   

 

What have been the biggest challenges for you as Head Keeper?  Swans, poachers? 

I have had run-ins with poachers over the years, but by and large they haven’t been a big 

nuisance.  However, on my very last day of work, 31st December, I had to deal with some 

extremely unpleasant poachers.  We had some paddle-boarders come down the river in 

August.  They had started up above Leckford and were being picked up in Romsey.  Sadly, 

for them, their journey stopped at Longstock where Dan and I pulled them off the river! 

Swans are a problem for all fisheries, but we work round them.  

  

I think I’m leaving The Club in good shape.  I’m certainly leaving it in safe hands with Dan 

Hawkins as the Head Keeper now.  He started with me, aged 16, straight from school.  He has 

an extraordinary work ethic.  Sue and I will continue to be part of the community in 

Stockbridge and I’m always happy to be called on if there’s some riverbank mowing or tree 

planting to be done.  

 

 

Mike Taplin, Riverkeeper at Wherwell Priory 

 

How and why did you become a riverkeeper? 

I grew up in Longstock with the River Test at the end of the garden, where Houghton Club 

water meets Leckford water.  My childhood friend’s father was a riverkeeper and I was always 

in and out of his house so was totally familiar with the river and with riverkeeping from a 

very early age.  I had pretty much decided whilst at school that I wanted to be a riverkeeper.  

Even when I had finished school and went to Peter Symonds sixth form college, my heart was 

on the river.  I did my degree at Sparsholt in Fishery Management with my work experience 

part of the degree at the Leckford Estate.  I knew the riverkeepers at Leckford so it was really 

easy to slip into the role. The internship led to a couple of years working there during the 

summer holidays and then when I left College, Leckford took me on for 8 months prior to 

getting my first proper sole responsibility job at Longparish House.  I was at Longparish for 

a year, before taking up my present job at Wherwell Priory where I have been for two years. 

My father has always been an extremely keen on coarse fishing and so I started with him as a 

child and we still go carp fishing together.  I have always loved fishing so it was a natural 

progression.    

 

Tell me more about your experiences working at Leckford. 

Whilst I enjoyed my degree course at Sparsholt, my work experience at Leckford was 

invaluable for my training.  It’s obviously important to understand the science behind my job 



 

KEEPERS’ CORNER 

14 
 

but being out there on the river and learning the daily practical tasks was not only enjoyable 

but also essential.  Leckford has inevitable pressures as it is such a large fishery and whilst I 

didn’t have any of those responsibilities it gave me confidence when I got my job at 

Longparish and subsequently Wherwell Priory.   

 

How did you find the job at Wherwell Priory? 

The riverkeeping community on the River Test is very small, everyone knows everyone.  I got 

a tip off that the job might be coming up but hadn’t been advertised so I gave them a call, had 

an interview and was offered the job.  I took over from Terry Snelgrove who retired.  As is 

often the way on the Test, jobs rarely come up and if they do on the whole it’s because the 

keeper is retiring.  Terry was 80 when he retired.  I worked alongside him for 4 months before 

he fully retired. 

 

Tell me more about your role at Wherwell Priory. 

There is about a mile and three-quarters of river, split into two beats with both being double-

bank, but I leave one bank wild and the other bank I manage for fishing.  I’m in sole charge of 

the river management and so it can be a bit isolating, but I have a cocker spaniel and springer 

spaniel to keep me company.   

I start my day in the winter at 8am and work until it gets dark.  Out of season is my time to 

get on top of everything that I can’t do during the season.  I agree all the winter projects with 

the landowner in advance.   

The beats at Wherwell Priory aren’t open for grayling fishing in the winter, we like to give the 

river a good rest.   

In the summer, fishing doesn’t start until 9.30am so it gives me a chance to rush around 

cleaning and tidying the huts and the banks.  The fishing is mainly day lets so I tend to meet 

and greet guests and explain the rules and show them the beats.   

I don’t currently live on the Estate which can be a bit tricky if I need to check the hatches if 

there’s a bad storm or other issues that need immediate attention.  This can lead to a mad rush 

to the Priory in the middle of the night!  

 

What are your fishing rules at Wherwell Priory? 

Actually, we are changing our rules for next year.  Last year’s catch limit was 12 fish with 2 

that can be kept.  We are reducing this to a catch limit of 10 fish with 2 that can be kept.  What 

I was finding was with such a large catch limit, many fish were getting caught too many times 

so by September they were almost impossible to catch.  I am going to try to take the catch limit 

down again by 2 the following year as well.  What has been happening is that if 3 rods during 

one day’s fishing all reach or nearly reach their catch limit then there are potentially 30-35 fish 

that aren’t going to feed for a week.  It means that we can end up with a slightly overstocked 

beat with tricky fishing.  We stock fish weighing from 1lbs 6ozs.  We are in the lower parts of 

the Upper Test and as such large stocked fish are out of place due to the river depths and 

widths.   

 

Tell me more about your river management methods 

My river management style is as described by Simon Cooper as ‘rewilding’.  I certainly try to 

promote more wild fishing and natural spawning, but with a catch and take fishery it has to 

be about balance and compromise.  We need to make sure that everyone has a good day’s 
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fishing no matter how much experience they have or what their expectations are.  That’s my 

main aim. 

 

What are your main risks? 

Swans. One of the Beats is full of weed and can take a pair of swans.  The other isn’t, and I 

keep planting weed that is stripped out by a pair of swans within days.  For example, I planted 

lots of weed last week and this morning there were six swans taking all of it out.  It can be 

extremely disheartening.  There is nothing that I can do to stop them.   

I do have a few issues with otters.  In the mornings, I can tell if the otters have been through 

as the fish are very scatty and that can then ruin a day’s fishing.   

I can go into the winter with quite a few fish still left.  Cormorants, herons and otters will all 

have a good go at them and there will be few left by the end of the March.  I saw a group of 

about 15 cormorants this morning, so my heart sank a bit.  We don’t tend to have any issues 

with pike as otters take out those that reach 4lbs.  

 

Do you swap ideas with other riverkeepers? 

Yes, definitely.  The riverkeeping community is small and we do share experiences and ideas 

with each other.  Quite a lot of the younger riverkeepers are on social media for example and 

the Bossington restoration project photos posted there were very interesting and inspiring.  

 

What would you consider to be the perfect conditions for fishing on your beats? 

Luckily the most perfect day we had this year was the Syndicate Rod day at the beginning of 

June.  It rained heavily all morning, a few of the Rods went home, leaving two in the hut to 

wait it out.  After the rain had stopped mid-afternoon, it became warm and muggy and the 

river went mad!  The mayfly hatch was incredible. Earlier in the season the dark olive hatches 

were very good too so there were some near perfect fishing days in early May.  The flies were 

coming off at about midday with the fish starting to rise at about 1.  It would all be done and 

dusted by 4.   

 

What’s your favourite time of year to fish? 

September, early October.  People get different things out of their fishing and many prefer the 

thrill of the Mayfly, but for me the end of the season when it’s a bit trickier is my favourite 

time.  You can lose the bug to go fishing if you are a riverkeeper 24/7.  However, what I love 

is when you see a fish rising, cast at least 6 or 7 different flies perfectly, but they are ignored 

and then you manage to get the right fly and it takes it.  That’s as good as it gets for me.  I had 

a great evening with a friend in September when we were fishing at dusk for an hour, trying 

to catch the same fish which I eventually caught on a tiny spinner.  It was dark by that time, 

but I persevered and was successful! 

 

What about fly life on your beat? 

Where it has been so mild this autumn, the fly hatches from September all through October 

and into November have been amazing, bigger hatches than I have seen for a long time.  

During hot steamy August there were hardly any.  I would say that the later part of the season 

was incredibly good for fly life on my beat.  The very hot summer meant that hatches weren’t 

happening until dusk when usually the rods had gone home.  They should really have been 

turning up at 5 in the afternoon and staying until dusk.   
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How have water levels held up on your beat? 

We do need a wet winter after the summer we have had. My beat hasn’t suffered too badly 

though despite the consistently high temperatures and lack of rainfall over this summer.  My 

uncle who lives in Sutton Scotney has kept a rain gauge for 15 years and the average over each 

year has more or less remained the same.  He says that it nearly always balances out.    

How do you deal with overhanging trees etc on your beat? 

We leave one bank very wild and one very managed.  This year I will heavily pollard some 

willows to let light into the river.  There is always a balance to be struck.  We have a deep pool 

which holds an enormous amount of fish with a large ash tree hanging over it.  By the end of 

the season, it looks like a Christmas tree with all the caught flies hanging off it! I could fill a 

fly box with the flies that I cut out of it. Everyone says to me, ‘oh please cut it back or lift it 

up.’  If I did that then the pool would be fished out.   

What advice to you give your day rods? 

Well this summer, I was advising them to only come to the river at 4 and to stay until dusk, 

but when they only have that day booked, they want to make the most of it.  Many arrived at 

9, fished all day and were hot and exhausted by 4 and then went home.  They then missed the 

best part of the day for fishing.  So often I see the abundant hatches and fish rising and there’s 

no one on the river except for me.  Because I’m on the river every single day and have got my 

eye in, I can see fish where many can’t, so I am always happy to point them out!  I see the river 

in a totally different way.  You would be amazed at what I get to see by creeping around 

slowly that others may not notice.   

I also advise that if a fish has turned to your fly and ignored it, then that is most likely to be it 

for that fly so you are better changing and trying another, even if there is only a marginal 

difference.  Also, as soon as your fly starts to drag, that’s it, the fish won’t be interested.  Don’t 

be tempted to throw your dry fly box out when nymphing is allowed, try a dry fly first and 

nymph only as a last resort.   

It sounds like you are really settled where you are. 

Oh yes!  I love it where I am.  It’s a way of life rather than a job.  My father worked for David 

Burnfield at Windover Farm, Longstock for well over 40 years and so that way of working 

and living was ingrained in me.  I’ve only been at Wherwell Priory for 2 years, but I hope in 

10 years or so I can look back at the progress I have made.  I’m learning all the time! 
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Chalkstreams – Past and Present 

 
70 Years on the Riverbank 
 

Warren Gilchrist reflects on a lifetime on the banks of the Hampshire chalkstreams 

 

I am very lucky to have spent most 

of my life in Hampshire and that 

my father was a keen fisherman. 

He also had two particular friends: 

Sir Francis Portal, who gave me 

my first day’s dry fly fishing on 

the Test at Laverstoke in 1950, and 

Raymond Baring, then secretary of 

the Test & Itchen Association, who 

generously gave his time to act as 

a sort of fishing guide for me on 

his bit of the Itchen at Tichborne. 

Initially, my father wouldn’t allow 

me to go fishing until I had practised casting on the lawn so that I could hit a saucer at about 

fifteen to twenty yards. Even so, I remember that the first fish I caught on the Test was at 

Laverstoke on an Iron Blue, and I brought it back proudly to show my father. I didn’t tell him 

that the fish I actually caught, in spite of my time on the lawn, had been lying well away from 

the feeding fish and had very obligingly taken my mis-placed fly. It was a great privilege to 

fish these rivers and I was encouraged to learn about the natural world and particularly fly 

life in and around the river. 

 

When I left the Navy nearly fifty years ago, I joined the John Lewis Partnership and was 

delighted to find that I was able to get heavily subsidised fishing on the Test at Leckford.  I 

have fished this ever since and so have been able to see how things have changed. 

 

In the early ‘70s, there is no question that fly life, with occasional exceptions, was generally 

abundant. My son was at school at Marsh Court in those day and often came out fishing with 

me. I asked him recently:”Have I lost my marbles, or was there really much more fly on the 

river in those days?”. He replied, “you have certainly lost your marbles, but I agree there 

really was much more fly then.” 

 

It did not happen every day, of course, but out fishing one normally saw a few regular rises 

at almost any time of the day. The trick, in addition to trying to cast accurately and gently, 

was to pick the right artificial fly. This meant, firstly, identifying the fly on which the fish was 

feeding, for they could be very specific if there was a hatch on of some fly they particularly 

liked. Some were easier to identify and copy than others: the mayfly, of course, was the easiest 

to identify, and the iron-blues were pretty easy, too. The iron-blues only seemed to hatch for 

relatively short periods, and then in enormous numbers. I sometimes saw the river looking 

dark with the duns floating downstream. The imitation was pretty easy, too, because the iron-

blue artificial had iron-blue wings and body, with a dark olive hackle. The standard pattern 
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available in the shops also had a body tipped with crimson. I never really knew why but 

imagined that it must have been something to do with the fact that the spinner of the iron-

blue developed a crimson body. The ‘Houghton Ruby’, with a crimson body, was one of the 

successful patterns of William Lunn, the outstanding keeper of the Houghton Club from 1887 

to 1931. Whatever the reason, the artificial dun’s body with a crimson tip seemed to work very 

well. The iron-blue would often not appear for many hours, but then it suddenly decided to 

hatch (often, it was noticed, when the weather had cooled a bit) and when it did so it hatched 

in large numbers. The fish became very excited and it was not always easy to get the fish to 

take the artificial when there were so many natural flies to choose from. 

 

Identification was more difficult with some of the other species, and the olives in particular. 

The large dark olive could be guessed pretty accurately by its early appearance in the season 

and imitated by a partly purple fly (‘Kite’s Imperial’). The other olives could be judged to a 

slight extent by when they appeared, and some were relatively larger (Medium Olive) than 

others (Small Dark Olive). Some feeding trout often ignored the artificials for these olives, and 

it could mean several changes of your fly before they showed an interest. One olive of major 

importance was the blue-winged olive, easily identified with its three tails and largish, 

blue/slate wings. These came out in enormous numbers in the evenings and were the mainstay 

of the evening rise. 

 

 I am grateful to Cyril Bennett for letting me reproduce his photograph of eight years ago: 

 

The artificials varied a lot, because the eggs in the bodies of the female spinners changed 

slowly from olive to brownish-red and even deep brownish-crimson (‘Sherry Spinner’, 

‘Orange Quill’) – Lunn produced both early and late evening patterns. I never found that 

catching fish was easy during the evening rise: even when one had probably chosen the right 

artificial, there were so many rises, and so many to the natural fly, that the feeding fish were 
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often likely to ignore one’s humble offering. If one fish proved difficult, there were so many 

other rises that one was very tempted to try the next one up: but it, too, could be just as 

difficult. I think that the most satisfying fishing in those days was to find a steadily rising fish, 

with flies regularly coming down over him. One got tremendous pleasure from trying to 

identify the natural fly, choosing the right imitation and getting the trout to take it. This could 

take an hour or more, involving changes of fly, casting the fly to different sides of the fish in 

the hopes that a new light might fool him – and, of course, in my case, often frightening the 

fish by allowing drag or a clumsy cast. There were occasions when one had tried everything 

one could think of, and the fish still ignored the artificial and I occasionally simply gave him 

up and moved on to another fish with better manners.   I remember the story of the chalk 

stream angler who could not get a particular fish to rise to anything it had been offered. It is 

said that the angler, in frustration, pulled some coins out of his pocket and threw them at the 

fish, saying, ”Go and buy something you do like.”  I have only mentioned some of the river 

flies, but there were sedge, or caddis flies, of various species throughout the season, pale 

wateries towards the end of the season, and so on. 

 

Why do I mention all this? Partly because it recalls some very happy days on the river, but 

partly because clouds started to appear over our paradise. I realise that most of my 

descriptions are written in the past tense, as if that sort of fishing is no longer available. 

Perhaps I have been unlucky, because one still hears authentic stories of good hatches from 

various beats at various times of the year, but one also hears and sees some very disappointing 

days with virtually no fly or serious rises at all. I remember Mick Lunn complaining about 

this at a T&I meeting some years ago. He complained that the old stalwart flies, such as those 

I have mentioned above (several invented by his grandfather), were largely unused and that 

the only flies anglers were recommended to use now were a nymph or a Grey Wulff. Someone 

asked Mick what flies he now used. “Oh, he said, a nymph or a Grey Wulff”. It was from 

about 1975 that there were clear signs that the fly life was reducing: days such as I have 

described were becoming rarer and less intense. A particular friend was David Owen, who 

ran the Leckford Estate and who was also, for some years, chairman of the T&I. We agreed 

that we were noticing a problem. One day in 1995 a certain Cyril Bennett came to collect fish 

from Leckford with which he was stocking the River Wey for the Frensham Fly Fishers. He 

had a talk to David Owen, and the next day David telephoned me and said he thought I ought 

to get in touch with Cyril about the fly life problem.  

 

This started a long association between us at Leckford, where Cyril did significant work on 

the ecology of the Blue Winged Olive from the Test, using the field centre in Leckford. He 

confirmed scientifically that this fly was under severe stress and that more data was needed. 

Because anglers generally shared our concerns about the chalkstreams, they were keen to 

become involved in monitoring. We therefore developed from Leckford what became known 

as the Anglers’ Monitoring Initiative, which spread rapidly, as a result of the courses which 

we ran, throughout the whole of the United Kingdom. With significant support from the 

Natural History Museum, a proper organisation was set up and the regular monitoring by  
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anglers has increased from the handful at the beginning to well over 2,000 monitoring sites 

now. 

 

The monitoring system, chiefly, detects any damage to fly life in the river, such as from spills 

of oil or insecticide and so on, so that some action can be taken to put such disasters right. 

Indeed, serious pollution incidents have been detected which would otherwise have been 

missed. But it has not really contributed, nor was it ever designed directly to do so, to the 

conservation of fly life. It must be admitted, I think, that, while there are still some bright 

spots, fly life has generally continued to decline. There was a time a few years ago, when Cyril 

and I gave some river fly life demonstrations on the Test at Leckford.  We were simply unable 

to find enough nymphs in the river to keep a proper demonstration going, and Cyril had to 

bring nymphs to Leckford from the Avon at Amesbury where there were still good 

populations including huge numbers of blue winged olive. Now, even that source has 

declined so we would not be able to do that again. This frustrated a number of the monitors, 

who, having discovered a problem, felt helpless to do anything long-term about it. 

 

A possible solution is now at hand: a professional scientist and entomologist, Nick Everall 

(Aquascience Consultancy), with much practical support from Cyril Bennett, has developed 

a much more intensive monitoring system in which all the species in a kick sample are 

identified to species level and counted. As each species has a sensitivity ‘fingerprint’ to the 

various chemicals in the water, recording the invertebrate population in a river enables the 

chemical qualities of that particular site to be deduced. Hopefully this knowledge can be used 

to reduce and prevent pollution and achieve a river environment in which the flies can thrive 

as they did in the early 1970s.  

 

For a short while we resurrected the Leckford Field Centre to establish the Riverfly 

Invertebrate Identification & Monitoring (RIIM) course to enable angling clubs (and others) 

to record the invertebrate populations on their bit of river. This data can then be run through 

the Aquascience biometrics to indicate water quality parameters and a number of angling 

clubs are now carrying out this function. Once this was up and running, we handed it over to 

younger hands and these courses are now being run at the T&I headquarters at Kimbridge. 

 

I have, perhaps, painted rather too gloomy a picture about the fly life, but there is clearly a 

serious problem, which has changed the whole nature of fishing on the chalk streams. Steps 

are being taken to identify the problem in more detail and to do something about it, but it has 

now become too common and too serious for any complacency: the Avon near Amesbury held 

out for a long time, but even there fly life has now fallen to depressingly low levels. The chalk 

streams will not be able, in my opinion, to sustain their popularity among anglers if things do 

not improve: they will merely be like put and take lakes in which the water happens to be 

flowing. 

 

Warren Gilchrist 

 



 

WATER IN HAMPSHIRE – A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF A LONG STORY 

21 
 

Water in Hampshire - a brief account of a long story 

 

Rod Murchie worked in the Environment Agency as a water resources specialist for 30 years, latterly 

based in Romsey. He retired in 2017 but retains an interest in all things watery. 

 

Ten years ago heavy machinery was at work along the Itchen Navigation, restoring and 

stabilising the banks and extending its life for another generation after a long period of 

neglect. The Navigation is an extreme local example of river engineering but the Romans 

shifted the Itchen east from Winchester city centre for town planning and defence purposes, 

and during the agricultural revolution long stretches of the River Test and its tributaries were 

similarly moved to one side of the valley and now run along a contour two or three feet above 

the valley floor.  

 

We have inherited this legacy of man-made river systems designed to provide heads of water 

for irrigating water meadows and supplying water mills, purposes once of economic 

importance but which largely disappeared during the 20th century. We have also seen a subtle 

shift toward drier summers and wetter winters, the drainage of roads and new development, 

and the provision of first-time sewerage which often conveys groundwater to the sewage 

treatment works, all of which have contributed to the drying out of the landscape. Even the 

decline in watercress growing has had effects on heads of streams which in some cases benefit 

from the pumped discharge of water.  

 

It is now understood that these rivers need care and occasional intervention to maintain 

appropriate dimensions and water velocity, depth, sunlight and shading, often now achieved 

through partnerships between owners and public bodies. Relict water meadows, for many 

years almost worthless agriculturally, have a new life for conservation grazing and recreation.  

 

Concerns are often expressed about reductions in groundwater levels and/or river flows, to 

which the Environment Agency responds by providing hydrographs from its many borehole 

or gauging station records, some of which began over 50 years ago (and the Chilgrove House 

well on the South Downs in West Sussex in 1836). These records clearly show drought and 

flood years, but there is no long-term decline as there is in many parts of the world with 

growing populations and irrigation demand. What has been observed in our chalk streams is 

a wide variation in how they are kept - some over-management, some neglect, some reaches 

allowed to widen until too shallow to support the water velocities needed by aquatic weed.  

 

There are associated concerns about abstraction by water companies which are almost entirely 

dependent on chalk rivers and groundwater to supply Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. What 

is not widely understood because it is counter-intuitive in the face of a rising population, is 

that Southern and Portsmouth Water are abstracting far less water than they were at the end 

of state ownership in 1989. This is largely due to effective work on mains leakage control, but 

also the dismantling of industry, improved water-efficiency of appliances and WCs in the 
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home, and an apparent change in the public's attitude toward water conservation, with few 

lawn sprinklers being observed in use during the dry summer of 2018.  

 

You may have followed the recent agreement by Southern Water to reduce licensed 

abstraction on the Test and Itchen and replace it with a desalination plant or recycling treated 

effluent into rivers for re-abstraction, or both, or the campaign by the current Secretary of State 

for the Environment to bring the water companies to account, so there is much to come in the 

world of water politics.  

 

Rod Murchie 
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Salmon & Trout Conservation’s Riverfly Census: concerning results from the Test and 

Itchen 

 

Lauren Mattingley writes about the results of the Riverfly Census on the Test and Itchen. Lauren is 

Salmon & Trout Conservation's Science Officer and is currently focussed on interpreting and reporting 

the findings from the Riverfly Census data, making it accessible for use by stakeholders and in national 

decision-making to secure positive conservation outcomes for our rivers. 

 

Invertebrates are the foundation of all life, everywhere. What most people don’t know is that 

they are also brilliant story tellers. Our wild fish need a pollution-free environment to thrive, 

but to achieve this it is essential we understand the actual condition of our rivers. To develop 

this understanding, Salmon & Trout Conservation (S&TC) have unlocked the ‘story-telling’ 

power of invertebrates through the Riverfly Census.  

 

The Riverfly Census has used species-level identification of invertebrates, going beyond the 

existing monitoring taking place in our rivers. River insects spend the majority of their lives 

in the water as nymphs, making them brilliant indicators of river health. Their continuous 

exposure to water makes examining them much more informative than spot chemical 

samples. The Riverfly Census utilised invertebrate assemblages - presence, absence and 

abundance of certain invertebrates - to indicate the types of stress our rivers are experiencing. 

The composition of the invertebrate community in the sample allowed a biometric score to be 

calculated, which provided a surrogate, or direct scale, of physical chemical impact. High 

resolution monitoring like this provides the evidence necessary to drive the informed and 

essential improvements our waters and their wildlife need. 

 

Rivers all over England and Wales were sampled, but thanks to support from the Test & Itchen 

Association, S&TC were able to complete a full three years of monitoring on the Test and 

Itchen. Invertebrates were collected in spring and autumn using kick-sweep sampling 
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conforming to Environment Agency guidelines. Sampling and species-level identification 

were carried out independently by professional external consultants, Aquascience 

Consultancy Ltd. Six sample sites were selected on the Itchen and five on the Test represented 

by the pink circles on the catchment maps below: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of the survey data generated three key findings: 

 

1. Significant loss of mayfly species 

Species loss in any environment is an indication of ecosystem distress. In rivers like the Test 

and Itchen, mayfly (family Ephemeroptera) diversity tells us a lot about their ecological 

condition. In 2017 S&TC agreed a bespoke minimum target of 10 mayfly species for the middle 

and lower reaches of the Test and Itchen with the local Environment Agency.  

 

Generally, on the Itchen, the upper river had lower 

mayfly diversity than the downstream sites. Itchen 

Abbas and Chilland Mill did not achieve the target 

at all during the 3 years monitored. On the Test, the 

target was only achieved twice during the three-year 

survey, at Whitchurch in 2015 and Fullerton in 2016. 

 

Comparing historic data with the Census findings 

revealed that both the Test and Itchen had four less 

mayfly species, on average, than their historical 

averages. Mayfly species have declined from an 

average of 12 to 8 (33.3%) on the Itchen and 11 to 7 

(36.36%) on the Test, over the period from the late 

1970s/early 1980s to today. 

 
A blue-winged olive (Serratella ignita) nymph found 

during a kick sample 

ITCHEN 

 

TEST 
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Overall, the fly life in both rivers is far poorer than we would expect for chalkstreams in good 

condition - let alone these SSSI (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) and SAC (Special Area of 

Conservation) rivers. 

 

2. Low Gammarus counts 

The freshwater shrimp (Gammarus pulex) is regarded as one of the most important invertebrate 

species in chalkstreams in terms of biomass and food for fish. These shrimps are essential to 

ecosystem function as they are detritivores; breaking down leaf litter and recycling nutrients. 

The highest abundances are typically found in autumn, so abundance in this season was 

evaluated. In 2017, S&TC and the local Environment Agency agreed a target of ≥500 

Gammarus pulex for autumn on the Test and Itchen. Despite a variety of other factors 

influencing Gammarus abundance, such as habitat and organic input, ≥500 is still a reasonable 

number to expect on a healthy chalkstream. 

 

On the Itchen, 2016 appeared to be the best year for Gammarus pulex abundance. Half of the 

sites achieved over (or only slightly below) the 500 target. However, Yavington and Chilland 

Mill were consistently under target during the three years. Three of the Test sites achieved the 

Gammarus target, but this was only for one year out of the three years sampled. Mean G. pulex 

over the three year survey on the Test & Itchen were 310 and 291 respectively. 

 

3. Worrying impacts from sediment, phosphate and, occasionally, pesticides 

The biometric scores calculated from the invertebrate assemblages indicated that phosphorus 

and sediment pollution are key stressors on both the Test and Itchen. The sources of 

phosphorus and sediment are different in the two catchments, but the impacts are similar. 

 

The Riverfly Census results highlight that to improve water quality in the Test and Itchen we 

need further quantification and reduction of chemical, nutrient and sediment inputs. 

Currently, monitoring and controlling sediment is tricky as no official standard or monitoring 

protocol exists. The lack of riverfly diversity and sediment biometric scores (PSI scores), 

particularly on the Test, emphasise the importance of prioritising the development and trial 

of a monitoring procedure that measures deposited sediment on riverbeds. 

 

How phosphorus and sediment harm the Test & Itchen: 
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Our understanding of these stressors is also hindered by a large knowledge gap regarding 

exposure intensity and duration. Most existing monitoring is based on an assumption that 

invertebrates are exposed to relatively stable, background concentrations of phosphorus and 

sediment. However, under natural conditions, it is likely that exposures are more ‘spiky’, 

whereby invertebrates experience temporary higher concentrations of shorter duration. 

Aquascience Consultancy Ltd, Nottingham University and S&TC recently quantified the 

detrimental impact of phosphorus and sediment spike events on blue winged olive eggs, but 

for other river invertebrates the effects are yet to be determined.  

 

The data also indicates pressure from chemical pollution on the invertebrate communities in 

these rivers. Therefore, identifying and reducing potential chemical inputs such as from salad 

washing plants are key to improving water quality in these rivers. 

 

For the full Test and Itchen report and more information on Salmon & Trout Conservation’s 

Riverfly Census, visit www.salmon-trout.org. 

 

Lauren Mattingley 

 

Chalkstream Food 

Chalkstream Foods – putting chalkstream trout on your dinner plates 

Arthur Voelcker is a director of ChalkStream Foods and has been with the company since the 

beginning, overseeing all aspects of the business. He is also a keen fisherman. 

 

Famous for their ‘gin clear’ waters and superb fishing, the chalkstreams of Southern England 

need little introduction. But the trout, which plays a lead role in the chalkstream story, has 

wrongly over the last 40 years been passed over in the culinary world, all too often considered 

small, full of bones and muddy in taste. Their reputation as an eating fish was about to change 

after a meeting between Nick Price, a trout farm owner, and entrepreneur Hugo Hardman. 

Nick explained to Hugo about the challenges the trout industry was facing. The market was 

dominated by the supermarkets. The source and quality of the trout they produced was 

overlooked and did not gain the recognition it deserved. The timing was perfect. Hugo had 

recently sold his coffee company, Darlington’s, and was keen for a new challenge. After seeing 

Nick’s farm and hearing more about the other farms in the Test Valley Trout group run by 

Christopher Saunders-Davies, he was convinced there was a gap in the market. He tested the 

quality of their trout on some chef friends he dealt with in his coffee days and got some 

amazing feedback. Full of confidence after this good start, Hugo set up ChalkStream Foods in 

late 2014 – which is when I joined him on the trout revival. 

 

From the outset, listening to feedback from the chefs, it was clear that large trout were the 

order of the day. We were fortunate that the farms had grown 10 tonnes of 1.5-2kg trout for a 

supermarket who two months before their promotion cancelled the order. It takes roughly 15 

months to grow trout to this size and for the farm owners this represented a huge amount of 

money and time wasted if they could not find a buyer. We adopted these ‘homeless’ fish, 

http://www.salmon-trout.org/
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meaning we could get started straight away and test the market without a 15 month wait. At 

the same time, the farms took a leap of faith and began to grow more large fish to follow on 

behind once we had sold the ‘homeless’ fish… it had to work!  

 

The majority of fresh water 

rainbow trout grown for 

consumption are 600g (about 11/4lb 

in old money). This size has 

changed little since fresh water 

trout farming established itself 

properly in the 1970’s. From a 

chef’s-eye-view there is very little 

versatility with these small trout 

and they are considered rather 

fiddly. This is one of the main 

reasons it has fallen off menus in 

favour of large sea-reared trout 

and salmon that can be pin-boned and steaked offering perfect plate size portions. Cue the 

ChalkStream® trout story. Armed with these beautiful large trout we went directly to chefs 

who cared about the provenance of their food. Once they knew about the chalkstreams, their 

rarity and the exceptional water quality that provides our trout with the perfect environment 

to grow, there was no going back. They were also completely blown away by the size and 

how lean these fish were. The chalkstream’s high flows mean we have roughly 2 tonnes of 

water flowing into the farms every second. So, just like being in their wild and natural habitat, 

our trout have to swim constantly. This makes them very fit and lean unlike their cage reared 

cousins who do not benefit from these continuous flows. As a result, they have great muscle 

definition and a firm texture that chefs love. The pure water, as well as a clean environment 

in the farms (raceways are hard sided with gravel or concrete bottoms), prevents the ‘muddy’ 

taste often associated with trout that have been reared in earth ponds. Our ChalkStream® 

trout are harvested to order and while speaking to customers for their next day delivery our 

trout are still swimming! Remarkably, the only complaint was that they were too fresh to be 

filleted or pin-boned until they went through rigor mortis.  

 

One of our earliest break-throughs was getting Luke Matthews, the long-established executive 

chef at Chewton Glen Hotel, to reverse his opinion of trout tasting muddy. He is now a huge 

fan. Despite such early successes, the challenge to change the preconceived ideas of trout by 

chefs and consumers was tough. One of the reasons for successfully changing this image was 

the ChalkStream® brand. Just like Cromer Crab or Cornish sardines, the ChalkStream name 

gave our trout an identity that is recognised by chefs and consumers as a hallmark for quality, 

provenance and best practises in farming and sustainability. The food industry in general has 

seen a strong move towards higher quality and sustainable produce. This has been driven by 

an increase in consumer awareness of how their food is produced and where it comes from. 

This trend dove-tailed perfectly with our chalkstream story.  
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The last two years have seen the greatest changes to our business. We were helped by the 

spike in salmon prices due to large scale disease and market shortage at the beginning of 2017. 

The increase in salmon prices made chefs and wholesalers look elsewhere for alternatives. 

Our trout, which had always commanded a premium price over salmon, was now the same 

price if not cheaper. This coincided with the decision to work more closely with wholesalers 

across the country and with the size of our trout averaging 3kg we could offer a really strong 

alternative to sea-reared trout and salmon and replace them on menus. The fixed price of our 

trout also gave chefs the confidence to use it especially after they had been bitten by the 

unpredictability of salmon prices. We have also developed a partnership with Severn and 

Wye, a fantastic smokery situated near Gloucester, to help launch our smoked products to a 

wider audience. The beginning of 2019 will see the launch our new retail packaging to go with 

our smoked trout with a design by Clare Brownlow of Pheasant Feather Art. 

 

The highlights have been supplying our ChalkStream® trout to great British events, such as 

Royal Ascot, Wimbledon and the RHS Chelsea Flower show and to many of the top 

restaurants like Limewood, The Pig, The Ritz, Wiltons and Ottolenghi among many others. 

The 2019/20 financial year will see a total production of just over 400 tonnes with the addition 

of Nick Price’s Itchen Abbas farm converting their production over to large trout. 

 

“This is all very well”, I hear you say, “but what is the impact on the environment and the 

rivers”? Having studied Biology at Bristol University and being a very keen fisherman, I see 

aquaculture as one of the best answers for providing food to an ever-increasing population. It 

is the principle reason I became involved with ChalkStream from the start, to promote 

sustainable aquaculture and under-valued fish.  

 

There has been a growing spotlight on the issues facing farmed salmon and sea-reared trout 

in relation to sea-lice, escapees and untreated fish waste going straight into the environment 

they share. Unlike the open cage practices of the latter, our farms answer many of the 

questions that the critics pose. We have no sea-lice. They are not present in freshwater, and so 

we require no chemicals to treat epidemics which have adverse effects on marine life and the 

Atlantic salmon and sea trout smolts as they leave their rivers. The robust construction of the 

farms and the fact they are land-based means we have no escapees and have full control of 

the water returning to the Test and Itchen. Settling canals use gravity to filter out the 

suspended solids and these are periodically drained and the silt used as fertiliser. The 

Environment Agency (EA) carries out random water sampling every 4 weeks from the 

outflows back to the rivers for suspended solids, Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), ammonia 

and oxygen saturation. On the Itchen they also test for phosphates.  

 

Much credit is due to Christopher Saunders-Davies for designing these farms to a 

specification well ahead of their time. Pete Ware and his farm team, Simon, Tim and Lewis, 

along with Neil at Itchen Abbas, play an important role here with their careful husbandry in 

rearing our ChalkStream® trout. Our fish farm design and husbandry are the two most 
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important reasons why this type of farming has such a low environmental impact and why 

the quality of our trout is so high. 

 

Trout are the most efficient farmed fish 

at converting feed into edible protein. 

The food conversion ratios (FCRs) are 

very high and we are also a net 

producer of fish i.e. for every kilo of 

marine protein and oil used, we 

produce just over a kilo of farmed trout. 

Working in close partnership with 

Skretting UK, our feed provider, we 

have developed a specific trout diet. In 

the last 10 years the content of wild 

marine fish used in the feed has fallen by 60% and continues to drop as we use better 

alternatives like vegetable oils and proteins. The husbandry and farming methods play a vital 

role in the trout’s efficient behaviour. Happy, unstressed fish, process food much better. 

Careful feeding by eye and to the fishes’ appetite ensures none is wasted and results in less 

fish waste excreted into the water. The farms work to the very high standards set by Global 

GAP, a worldwide recognised certification for best aquaculture practise, as well as meeting 

all welfare standards set by the RSPCA Assured scheme. 

 

Many fishermen, myself included before my involvement in ChalkStream® and exposure to 

aquaculture, still think that all aquaculture is inundated by malpractice, disease and damage 

to the environment. For all the bad press in the newspapers, there are many good examples 

of aquaculture, our farms being one of them. As one of the most efficient ways to produce 

food and meet the insatiable demand of an ever-increasing population, it is vital that more is 

done to showcase these successes and raise standards and consumer expectations. In the case 

of ChalkStream®, we have a farming operation interacting with beautiful chalkstreams 

producing a first-class product with very low environmental impact. This is an industry that 

Hampshire should take pride in. As a new year resolution, why not buy local trout. You can 

be sure of its provenance, sustainability and quality. 

 

If you blank on the riverbank, you can always get some fresh or smoked ChalkStream® trout 

from us! We are offering all readers a 10% discount on their first order. Please use the code 

T&IRIVERS2019 when you visit our online shop at www.chalkstreamfoods.co.uk. Valid for 

six months. 

 

Arthur Voelcker 

 

 

 

http://www.chalkstreamfoods.co.uk/
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To provide some inspiration, here is a recipe from Yotam Ottolenghi.  

Hot smoked trout with pearl barley and soured cream (serves 6) 

 

Ingredients 

 

-75ml olive oil 

-1 onion peeled and roughly chopped 

-2-3 sticks of celery roughly chopped plus 10g celery leaves 

-1 large carrot, peeled and roughly chopped 

-salt and freshly ground pepper 

-2 garlic cloves, peeled and crushed 

-1 tbsp wholegrain mustard 

-3 strips of finely shaved lemon skin plus 6 lemon wedges to serve 

-2 bay leaves 

-250g pearl barley, rinsed 

-60ml arak (or Pernod) 

- 500-600g hot smoked trout 

-15g parsley leaves, roughly chopped 

-20g tarragon leaves, roughly chopped 

-180g soured cream, to serve 

 

In a large sauté pan for which you have a lid, heat three tablespoons of oil on a medium-high 

flame. Add the onion, celery, carrot, a teaspoon of salt and a generous grind of pepper, and 

fry for 12 minutes, stirring once in a while, until the vegetables are soft and caramelised. Add 

the garlic, mustard, lemon skin, bay leaves and barley, and cook, stirring for two minutes.  

 

Pour in the arak. Cook for a minute, until the liquid has reduced completely, then add 900ml 

of cold water and bring to the boil. Cover the pan, turn down the heat to medium and leave 

to simmer for 25 minutes, until the barley is soft but retains a bite. Remove the lid, turn up the 

heat to high and boil for two to three minutes, until there is only about 60ml of liquid left in 

the pot. Remove from the heat, cover and set aside. 

  

Heat the remaining two tablespoons of oil on a medium heat and fry the hot smoked trout to 

warm through and slightly crisp on both sides. Don’t worry if it breaks up slightly. Remove 

the fish from the pan, sprinkle with a grind of pepper and set aside while you finish the dish. 

Lift out the lemon and the bay leaves from the barley, then stir in the celery leaves, parsley 

and tarragon. Divide the barley between six plates and top each with a portion of hot smoked 

trout. Dollop a generous spoonful of soured cream on top or alongside and serve with a wedge 

of lemon. 

  



 

SALMON & TROUT CONSERVATION  

30 
 

REPORTS FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Salmon & Trout Conservation: using data to protect chalkstreams now and into the future 

 

Nick Measham writes about Salmon and Trout Conservation’s work on the Test and Itchen. Nick is 

Salmon and Trout Conservation’s Deputy Chief Executive. 

 

Salmon & Trout Conservation’s (S&TC) sole aim is to protect wild fish and their habitats. In 

short, we act to deliver an environment fit for wild fish (and fishermen) on the Test, the Itchen 

and the rest of the UK’s waters. We focus on water quality and water quantity, the two factors 

defining any river’s state of wellbeing. And believe us, the water quality and quantity in 

chalkstreams needs serious, urgent attention to stem their decline from piscatorial 

prominence. 

 

Data with a punch: evidence not anecdote 

We work through independent scientific evidence not anecdote. Collecting and analysing data 

provides us with the robust, scientific foundation for challenging polluters, the Environment 

Agency and Government to clean up these rivers.  

 

Over the last five years, we have invested over £250,000 in collecting and campaigning on data 

collected on the Test and Itchen. All this spending has been financed by our members and 

donations from organisations like the T&I Association. S&TC’s independence from 

Government funding allows it to reach places tax-payer assisted NGO’s cannot. 

 

Our work on the Test and Itchen has been in two main areas: high-resolution phosphate 

monitoring - our Chalkstream Campaign; and invertebrate species-level analysis in the 

Riverfly Census (described in an accompanying article by our Science Officer, Lauren 

Mattingley).  Both campaigns have delivered important wins for the environment with more 

to come. 

 

The Chalkstream Campaign: cutting phosphate in the Upper Itchen 

 

The Chalkstream Campaign’s 

aim was to cut the level of 

phosphate in the Upper Itchen. 

Every summer over the last 

thirty years, phosphate-fuelled 

algal growth has worsened, 

trapping sediment and choking 

the life out of the river.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benthic algal growth at Yavington, an indication of too much phosphate 

in the river 
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We were concerned that the phosphate discharge limits applying to the “industrial-scale” 

watercress farms on the Upper Itchen and its tributaries were far too lax and, worse, the EA’s 

once-in-a-blue moon monitoring (well, once a month) was understating the farms’ phosphate 

impact.  

 

We put so-called continuous monitors to work at five sites on the Upper Itchen in 2014 for a 

year to collect data daily rather than the EA’s monthly sampling. Our date revealed big spikes 

in phosphate with a higher mean than the EA’s results. This work contributed to the EA 2016 

decision to cut the cress farmers’ phosphate discharge levels and so reduce the levels of 

phosphate in the river.  

 

 

 
Retrieving the water samples so they can be tested for phosphate concentrations 

 

The Upper Itchen is now operating under a much stricter regime, the level of phosphate in 

the river is declining and Vitacress’s Fobdown watercress farm on the Candover Brook has 

closed for good. Vitacress is working with us to see if it can bring back another farm at 

Pinglestone to production without breeching the phosphate discharge limits on a daily basis. 

We have offered to monitor the Watercress Company’s discharges daily, but our request has 

not been granted. 

 

We have also sampled up and downstream of Cheriton to attempt to quantify the impact of 

domestic sewage discharge from septic tanks. This work has not been concluded. 

 

The Riverfly Census 

This three-year project over 2015 to 2017 has provided us with a detailed understanding of 

flylife and a biological map of water quality threats from phosphate, sediment, organic 

enrichment, flow and pesticides. Lauren Mattingley succinctly describes the importance of 

this work in giving a detailed understanding of flylife and water quality issues across both 

rivers.  
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Dr Nick Everall from Aquascience Consultancy Ltd conducting a kick-sweep sample on the Itchen for 

the Riverfly Census 

 

This work has led the EA to adopt local targets for mayfly species and Gammarus of 10 and 

500 respectively in a three-minute kick-sweep sample.  In short, 10 mayfly species are a 

reasonable number to expect on a chalkstream and fewer than 10 implies a river in some level 

of distress. Gammarus, an important component of the food chain, is sensitive to pesticides 

and so a low number may be indicating other factors at work. 

 

Further gains to come  

Our data collection has provided us with a wealth of information to home in on specific 

problems in both catchments. The Riverfly Census is not some academic bug-counting 

exercise nor is the phosphate sampling just providing research work for ivory-towered 

boffins. Both are leading to further action: 

• The “weirdly-low” Gammarus counts in the Upper Itchen has led us to investigate 

potential chemical pollution from Bakkavor’s salad washing plant. Further 

investigation impelled S&TC to complain to the EA under Environmental Damage 

Regulations (see our website for details). The EA is carrying out a detailed examination 

of our complaint. We want Bakkavor to ensure its discharge to the river is at least as 

clean as the water it takes in. 

 

• The evidence of significant harm from excess sediment is leading us to put pressure 

on watercress farmers (big sediment generators from their beds) and farmers to 

prevent sediment entering the watercourse.  

 

• We are investigating sources of excess phosphate in the Upper Test including the 

potential impact from Portal’s bank note plant at Overton. This work is being 

undertaken with the T&I Association. 

 

• Finally, we have been involved, along with the T&I and others, in pressuring the EA 

to cut Southern Water’s abstraction from the chalk. We were responsible for ensuring 

the agreement between Southern Water and the EA has the ability to hold Southern 

Water to deliver on its promises. This is a battle we will continue to fight. 
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Collecting more data with SMARTrivers and chemical monitoring 

It is critical to keep the data coming.  To extend the reach of the Riverfly Census, we are 

launching a volunteer-led programme, SMARTrivers - species-level invertebrate sampling for 

all. The T&I Association is helping us pioneer this on the Test and Itchen. The aim is to make 

the power of bugs in explaining water quality widely and affordably available. We are 

building on the existing Riverfly Partnership’s monitoring network to unlock water-quality 

information. 

 

We also have plans for more chemical monitoring to tackle some of the threat’s highlighted 

by our invertebrate work. 

 

All in all, S&TC’s objective for our glorious chalkstreams is to protect and enhance their 

unique habitats for the enjoyment of future generations. 

 

Nick Measham 
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Environment Agency  

Tim Sykes reports on a busy year for his Fisheries, Biodiversity and Geomorphology Team  

 

It’s been a big year for us. My Team of ten, including two part-time officers, covers most of 

Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and the Solent, and this year we have been stretched to the limit 

trying to restore and enhance our environment for people and wildlife. Notable successes are 

balanced against a continuing loss of biodiversity and bio-abundance across the whole 

country, and local declines in some iconic species, which begs the question: are we winning 

important battles but losing the war? I do know that we enjoy working in partnership with a 

wide range of stakeholders and ‘critical friends’ and that together we are stronger - more 

efficient and effective.  

 

Elsewhere in this year’s Rivers Report you will read about our amazing river restoration work 

on the Test and Itchen and the fish surveys that show our work to be tremendously successful 

at enhancing fish habitat and populations, so I will focus in this article on other elements of 

my Team’s work.  

 

Water abstraction licence changes 

Our long-standing commitment to change Southern Water’s (SWS) abstraction licences at 

Testwood, Candover and Otterbourne with immediate effect, was contested by SWS. Having 

determined in 2007 that the Itchen licence required constraining, we finally changed the 

licence in 2016. We then changed our own licence on the Candover and SWS’s licence at 

Testwood in 2017. Consequently SWS asked the Secretary of State (SoS) to call-in the three 

cases together.  The SoS directed the Planning Inspectorate to hold a Public Inquiry and that 

was duly scheduled for March 2018. Preparing for the Inquiry took a great deal of our time, 

and I know that a wide community of NGOs and concerned individuals also dedicated 

extraordinary effort to arguing the case, to protect our chalkstreams: together we prevailed.  

 

SWS contacted us the week before the Inquiry was due to open and, following intense 

discussions, the company agreed to accept the Agency’s proposed licence changes in full 

provided the Agency flex our processes for managing Drought Permit and Order applications: 

we agreed. The Inspector sent his report on the matter to the SoS in August and we await the 

SoS’s announcement.  

 

As part of our discussions with SWS, it also agreed to fund a considerable package of 

monitoring and mitigation measures in the two catchments. Amounting to several million 

pounds, this will include river restoration to create salmon spawning and juvenile habitat, 

and removing barriers to migration; conservation measures for White-clawed Crayfish and 

Southern Damselfly; our keeping-rivers-cool project - tree planting to help reduce river water 

temperatures; and a significant contribution to supplement the tremendously important 

Watercress and Winterbourne HLF Project.  Another significant sum will be given to the Test 

and Itchen Catchment Partnership, which includes the Test and Itchen Association, for them 

to administer and allocate to worthy projects through an application process: such projects 

must contribute to the ecological resilience of the rivers to low flows.  
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New salmon and sea trout netting byelaw 

Kerry in my Team led a review of the Environment Agency’s old, time-limited and imperfect 

Net Limitation Order for Southern Region, which spans from approximately Milton-on-Sea 

to the Thames Yantlet Line. We have subsequently replaced the Order with a new byelaw. 

The new byelaw was confirmed on 12 December 2018 by Fisheries Minister George Eustice 

MP, and permanently removes the right for there to be any salmon net fisheries anywhere in 

the Region. This also formally restricts the sea trout net fishery in the Region to only one 

location - the Beaulieu Estuary, where there are historic rights to net, with agreements put in 

place annually between the EA and the Beaulieu Estate to return all sea trout caught in the net 

until stocks improve (this was in place in 2018). This work deals with fisheries legitimately 

targeting salmon or sea trout by net (with now only the latter possible on the Beaulieu only). 

 

Net Management Review 

The Environment Agency are working with the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 

Authority (IFCA), on their review of net management in the IFCA district which spans from 

Chichester Harbour to Lyme Bay.  

 

It is our view that the current fixed engine byelaws which manage netting in the area are not 

sufficiently protective of migratory salmonids. The Environment Agency are seeking 

temporal and spatial improvements in netting restrictions to better protect salmon and sea 

trout from both poaching by net and accidental capture of salmonids in nets targeting sea fish 

species. This differs from the salmon and sea trout netting byelaw (described previously) 

which is about managing fisheries specifically targeting salmonids (and which has now been 

restricted by byelaw or voluntary agreement to zero exploitation currently). 

 

This work will continue into 2019, and we will share updates on this work as it continues with 

those interested in these fisheries on the Test and Itchen. Thank you to those who took the 

time to respond to the draft pre-consultation which ended on 7 December 2018 - at the 

Southern IFCA full authority meeting on 13 December it was highlighted that 241 responses 

were made to the consultation, with the process identifying a significant disparity between 

the views of the sea and river fishing community! We will update when there are 

opportunities for further consultation. 

 

Bakkavor, upper Itchen 

The Environment Agency is reviewing a permit variation for the Bakkavor salad washing 

factory near Alresford. In parallel, we have also received an Environmental Damage 

Regulations (EDR) notification from Salmon and Trout Conservation. Late in the year we also 

received a formal letter to bring a judicial review claim against the Agency in relation to this 

case, in accordance with the pre-action protocol for judicial review under the Civil Procedure 

Rules. We are currently undertaking an investigation under the Environmental Damage 

Regulations notification. That work is on-going and the Agency issues periodic updates to 

stakeholders as it progresses.  

 

Eastleigh Borough Council Local Plan 

Eastleigh Borough Council submitted their Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate at the end 

of October. The Environment Agency have raised issues of soundness with several of the 

proposed policies: our representations can be found on Eastleigh Borough Council’s website. 
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An updated version of the Habitats Regulations Assessment has also recently been published 

on their website. We are currently reviewing this, and meetings are planned in the new year 

with the Council and other relevant bodies to discuss it. As far as we are aware the 

‘Examination In Public’ (EIP) of the Local Plan is likely to be in Spring 2019. The Council are 

looking to have discussions with us before the EIP to agree statements of common ground for 

the examination, in relation to the areas of the plan where we have raised issues. 

 

Water Company investment programme 

We have been working with the local water companies to ensure that improvements are made 

in the next round of water company investment (PR19). On the Test and Itchen this is due to 

include improvements to fish screens (to protect eel, and on the Itchen both eel and brook 

lamprey) by 2021. This is to ensure compliance of water company abstractions with the Eel 

Regulations on both rivers and also the Habitats Directive on the Itchen.  

 

A number of waste water treatment works on the Test and Itchen are due to have significant 

investment to reduce the amount of phosphate they discharge.  

 

The work will also include investigations into the implications for future investment needs 

for the companies to meet the revised Common Standards Monitoring Guidance (tighter 

standards for SACs and SSSIs), and the Agency’s Salmon Five Point Approach. This work 

may potentially result in even better waste water quality improvements and further 

abstraction licence constraints.  

 

Manor Farm lease  

Flood defence schemes are required to protect urban areas along the Solent coastline, but they 

will exacerbate loss of mudflat habitats through coastal squeeze. Compensatory habitat is 

required to offset the predicted damage caused by coastal flood defence projects around the 

Solent over the next 100 years.  In May the Agency finalised an agreement with the Barker 

Mills Estate for a long-term lease on 90 hectares of land at Manor Farm, in the lower Test 

valley. The land will be managed for wildlife, and habitats allowed to naturally change in 

response to sea level rise and a changing climate. We anticipate this will create 69 hectares 

(1/3 of Medmerry) of coastal grazing marsh. The habitat that will be allowed to naturally 

evolve at Manor Farm will be a valuable extension to the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife 

Trust’s Lower Test Nature Reserve and will make space for sea level rise and the natural 

migration of habitats. 

 

Horizon scanning 

Looking ahead, 2019 is shaping-up to be an interesting year.  

 

We are revising the Test and Itchen Salmon Action Plans – to account for actions that are 

underway and re-assess our priorities going forwards. We will work with a number of NGOs, 

including the Test and Itchen Association, to develop those plans and most importantly 

implement them.  

 

We anticipate Associated British Ports (ABP) may bring forward plans to develop Dibden Bay, 

Marchwood, near the mouth of the River Test. We know through experience in recent years 

that ABP are very conscientious about risks to migratory fish from their large-scale activities 
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in Southampton Water and they willingly integrate sensitive ways of working and adaptive 

management into their plans. We expect the same with the new proposal and will be seeking 

a net gain in biodiversity through it. Engagement with stakeholders will no doubt be 

important to ABP, including those interested in our chalkstreams and migratory species, so it 

should not be difficult for the Test and Itchen Association to be part of that.  

 

Southern Water (SWS) are also likely to loom large on the T&I Association’s radar in 2019. In 

response to accepting the Agency’s licence changes at Testwood, Candover and Otterbourne, 

SWS has proposed a radical re-shaping of where we in South Hampshire obtain our water 

from in future. Those proposals are set out in their Water Resources Management Plan and 

Drought Plan which, at the time of writing, have yet to be approved by the Secretary of State. 

If those Plans are approved, SWS will start to develop plans for a desalination plant, possibly 

at Fawley, and a water re-use scheme in Southampton. Water re-use in this case may constitute 

taking the waste water effluent from Portswood Sewage Treatments Works, treating it to a 

very high standard and discharging it into the Itchen, to support downstream abstraction. In 

parallel with that, Portsmouth Water will develop Havant Thicket Reservoir. Any schemes 

must be rigorously tested for their environmental (and social) acceptability and SWS will no 

doubt want to step-up engagement with those of us who love our chalkstreams and migratory 

fish to make sure any proposed scheme is sustainable in the round before it could be 

considered acceptable.  

 

SWS’s plans also include a Catchment First initiative which seeks to work with land and river 

owners to improve the environment, in particular tackling sources of and pathways for 

pollution including nitrates, phosphates, sediment and biocides. Its objectives overlap with 

natural flood management goals, soil conservation, the need to increase infiltration to top up 

our groundwater aquifers and tackling diffuse pollution. It’s an ambitious initiative and one 

we should hear much more about next year. That’s good news. 

 

2019 is the ‘International Year of the Salmon’ led by the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation 

Organization (NASCO) and the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC). 

Environmental change and human impacts across the Northern Hemisphere are placing 

salmon at risk everywhere, not just the Test and Itchen. The International Year of the Salmon 

aims to bring people together to share and develop knowledge more effectively, raise 

awareness and take action, with research and outreach continuing through to 2022. Collective 

efforts around the Northern Hemisphere will ensure a new generation of policy makers, 

managers and scientists are better equipped to manage and conserve wild salmon rationally 

by building resilience for salmon and people. Exactly what changes that will bring about 

locally is partly up to all of us, but there is likely to be funding available to help enable positive 

actions. Lots to look forward to.  

 

As for the year just ending, I must thank the huge number of people with whom we work for 

your friendship and collaboration. We could not do what we do without your help and 

goodwill. Thank you.  

 

Follow my Team's successes on Twitter - @TimSykesEA 

 

Tim Sykes 

https://npafc.org/
http://twitter.com/TimSykesEA
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Environment Agency Restoration Strategy Report 

Heb Leman reports on the Environment Agency’s River Restoration work in 2018 

The Environment Agency carried out three successful collaborative restoration projects in the 

Test and Itchen catchments in 2018.  

Compton Estate continued to lead the way in improving their section of the middle Test by 

carrying out two projects on the main river Test this year. The first was the construction of 

two islands on an overly wide section of river. This was a three-way collaboration with 

Compton Estate and William Sleeman who owns the opposite bank. The aim of the project 

was to increase velocities through this slow, over wide section of river so as to provide the 

right conditions to encourage Ranunculus to grow and therefore provide habitat for a variety 

of chalk stream species associated with the River Test SSSI. It should also create the right 

conditions to encourage fish to spawn which has already happened at works completed in 

2017. The islands will also make the river more resilient to low flows.           

 The second project carried out by Compton Estate was again the narrowing of a particularly 

wide and featureless 200m section of main river this time by using large woody material. 

Woody material was 

previously known as 

‘woody debris’ but the 

word debris was maybe 

not the best 

terminology to use 

when trying to promote 

this technique! The 

finished section now 

has a variety of habitats, 

increased velocities and 

is again more resilient 

to low flows.  

Aerial image of the overly wide section of river at Compton and the two new islands created to fill the space, increase habitat diversity 

and make the river more resilient to low flows. As vegetation grows they will blend in with the surroundings and soften in appearance.  

 

Excellent aerial image of woody material being positioned at Compton to create a meander. 
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To allow fishing access platforms will be built over the new meanders giving anglers a new 

perspective and challenge. 

 

In contrast to these two large projects dealing with issues associated with an overly wide 

channel the third collaborative project took place at Polhampton just over 1km away from the 

source of the Test. The project here was to improve 300m of shaded channel which was 

preventing in-channel plant growth leading to a loss of habitat for wild brown trout and other 

chalk stream species 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the images from these restorations show the 

newly finished works which are completed in late 

autumn and consequently they look a bit bare 

when just finished. To give an example of how 

these projects can look after a year here are a 

couple of before and after images of the project 

completed at Southington in 2017.  The image on 

the left, looking downstream, shows years of 

accumulated silt upstream of a structure.  

 

  
Before and after images of the shaded channel at Polhampton. The cut material was used to create in-channel meanders and features 

which were then planted up. 

 

The image on the right is the same area 

less than one year on with the structure 

removed looking upstream. 
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As an example of just one of the potential benefits of river restoration a 5 minute salmonid 

survey (pictured above) on a section of river restored at Bossington Estate in 2017 produced 

30 salmon parr, the highest number recorded on the Test using this technique. Prior to 

restoring this section, it was waist deep and full of ribbon weed! 

The Test and Itchen Restoration Strategy would like to thank all the owners and contractors 

it worked with in 2018. To get involved, arrange a site visit or for further information contact 

Heb Leman at heb.leman@environment-agency.gov.uk or phone 07702 719398.  

Heb Leman 

 

Environment Agency Fish Monitoring Results 

 Don Longley reports on the Agency’s 2018 fish monitoring results. Don is a Senior Environmental 

Monitoring Officer. 

Our 2018 fish monitoring programme was intense and demanding, with a little under two 

hundred river and coastal surveys undertaken across Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and East 

and West Sussex between May and October. On the Test and Itchen, the schedule included 

the first year of a new programme assessing fish populations for drought planning purposes, 

the results of which are set out below. But I start with a summary of salmon counter data – 

I’m sure readers will appreciate that such a hot, dry summer as 2018 inevitably resulted in 

stressful conditions for salmonids. 

Salmon counters 

Data from Test and Itchen fish counters have now been collated and validated for the whole 

of 2018, allowing the calculation of returning stock estimates for each river – readers may be 

surprised to know that these results are collated internationally and are influential in the work 

of various organisations involved in cross-border Atlantic salmon management. The results 

are sobering. We estimate that the returning stock on both rivers equates to less than half the 

Conservation Limit set for each river: this target represents the limit below which, according 

to the EA’s salmon management guidance “…the risk of the stock suffering serious decline greatly 

increases”. The Conservation Limits currently set for the Test and Itchen (they are periodically 

reviewed) are 3.4 and 1.63 million eggs respectively. Current estimates of sex ratio, fecundity 

and survival to spawning mean that these require returning stock estimates of approximately 

1,425 and 695 fish, assuming similar rod exploitation rates to 2018 (this makes a difference 

because of the calculation for post-release mortality). The Test and Itchen returning stock 

estimates for 2018 are 683 and 355. 

 

Figure 1 shows the percentages of each river’s Conservation Limits estimated annually since 

1990. This figure indicates why there had been cautious optimism as a result of a gradual but 

erratic increase in stock size between the start of the new millennium and 2015. Stock estimates 

since then demonstrate that one cannot assume the continuation of this trend and that a sense 

mailto:heb.leman@environment-agency.gov.uk
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of security would be foolish – Test and Itchen salmon require positive action in order to reach 

sufficiently resilient population levels. 

 
Figure 1: Test & Itchen percentage of Conservation Limit attained, 1990-2018 

 

A striking feature of this figure is the wide variation between subsequent years – in fact, the 

average difference between returning stock size from one year to the next is 47% on the Test 

and 62% on the Itchen. This is why our aim is to exceed the Conservation Limit in at least four 

out of every five years, meaning that this wide variation occurs largely above that minimum 

acceptable level. 

 

Our capacity to estimate returning stock levels accurately continues to improve as a result of 

investment in our counters: in the past few years we’ve rebuilt roofs, replaced electrode panels 

and wiring, installed new lights and cameras and upgraded sluices. In 2018, we built an 

extension to the Gaters Mill counter chamber, providing far safer access. In 2019, we plan to 

construct a new small-scale counter on the Little River Test and to install underwater side-

viewing cameras at each counter to allow for better fish identification. More significantly, Dr 

Adrian Fewings is currently trialling his prototype of a new generation of resistivity counter 

hardware units at Knapp Mill (R. Avon). Results are so far positive and we hope to run these 

far more reliable and capable units in tandem with the existing counter hardware for an 

extended trial on the Test and Itchen later this year. 

 

Sea trout counts 

When it comes to sea trout, we must rely on the “raw” upstream counts as the basis for a very 

general comparison of abundance between years – the detailed stock estimation calculations 

that have been developed for salmon do not exist for sea trout and we have limited 

understanding of the rate at which they may bypass the counters (upstream and 

downstream). In 2018, we counted just under 300 sea trout moving upstream through the Test 

counter, compared with a 2015-2017 average of 414. On the Itchen, the sea trout upstream 

counts remained well above average for most of the summer then slowed before finishing on 

431, just exceeding the three-year average of 428. 

 

 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

20
18

%
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Lim
it

Test % CL Itchen %CL 100%



 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY FISH MONITORING RESULTS 

43 
 

Test and Itchen salmon parr surveys 

Climate change and the greater variation in temperatures and flows we experience in modern 

times means we need to monitor and understand the relationship between fish populations 

and flow far better, particularly when it comes to water resource management. To that end, a 

programme of annual salmon parr surveys was instigated in 2018, comprising a large number 

of low-impact, backpack-electric fishing surveys (a small battery powered unit worn on one’s 

back). 

 

18 surveys were conducted on the Test and 11 on the Itchen. We call the survey method “Catch 

Per Unit Effort”, as it depends on fishing a narrow transect of the river for exactly five minutes, 

covering the same distance (about 75m). As this effort is reproduced exactly at each site, the 

catches are directly comparable. What these surveys lack in detailed assessment, they make 

up for in terms of geographical coverage, speed and cost-effectiveness. 

 

Figure 2 compares the catches of all 29 surveys, with sites arranged from upstream to 

downstream, left to right, for both rivers: 
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A few aspects of the results immediately jump out, all of which probably have valuable 

implications for salmon conservation: 

• On both rivers, salmon parr occur over a considerable longitudinal distance, from close to 

the head of tide, to close to the headwaters: it is worth enhancing habitat and ensuring access 

throughout this range. 

• By far the highest catch made on the Test was in a recently enhanced reach, on a purpose-

built spawning riffle – part of a restoration scheme lead by the Agency’s local Team and 

working in partnership with the Bossington Estate and Cain Bioengineering, under the 

auspices of the Test and Itchen River Restoration Strategy. Prior to 2018, we’d conducted 

40 of this type of salmon parr survey at various sites on the Test, with the earliest in 2007, 

but the 2018 Bossington catch exceeds them all by a long chalk - the second most productive 

survey was at Sheepbridge in 2010: “build it and they will come”. 

• We had never conducted this type of parr survey on the Itchen before, so to find that the 

average 5 minute catch was more than three times that of the Test was remarkable: I can 

shed no light on this observation at present but if the annual data continue to demonstrate this 

phenomenon, it will be important to understand the causes. 

• No salmon parr were recorded at seven sites, despite all being selected on the basis of good 

salmon parr habitat and records of previous parr presence - all of these sites were on the 

Test: as above, if this feature persists in future years, we must develop a better understanding of the 

causes. 

 

 
Exceptionally good salmon parr habitat at Lower Bishopstoke 
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A netful of salmon parr at Bossington 

 

We would like to make sure that there is at least one survey located within the best spawning 

reaches on both rivers, in addition to those listed above. If you have any suggestions for 

additional locations that you consider should be included, I’d be very grateful to hear from 

you. 

 

Similarly, from this year, we plan to locate and record salmon and sea trout spawning 

locations on both rivers more diligently and methodically. At the time of writing, at the start 

of the New Year, the first reports of salmon redd-cutting on the Test and Itchen are coming in 

from keepers and our own officers. Again, I’d be very grateful for any observations, 

photographs or advice you may be able to provide: “dominic.longley@environment-

agency.gov.uk”. 

Finally, a brief word about a particularly 

interesting survey conducted on the Test in 

October – believe it or not, this was the first 

formal fish survey the EA have ever 

conducted on the Test downstream of the 

M27, a simple back-pack electric fishing 

survey on a 100m section of 1m wide carrier 

within the Lower Test nature reserve. The 

survey yielded by far the highest number of 

both brook lamprey and eel that we’ve ever 

recorded in the Test catchment, among a 

total of 12 fish species, including salmon parr, sea trout, wild brown trout, juvenile sea 

lamprey, bass, flounder and a range of coarse and minor species. Chalkstreams do tend to 

defy the textbook zonation (trout / grayling / barbel / bream etc.) beloved of geography 

teachers, with the result that wherever the physical habitat is suitable, the full range of species 

will rub along happily with visitors from the estuary, right down to the head of tide. 

 

Don Longley 

  

The highest number of brook lamprey from any Test Survey 

mailto:Dominic.longley@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Dominic.longley@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Water Resources in the Test and Itchen catchments 

Laura Budimir reports on water resources in the Test and Itchen catchments in 2018. Laura is an 

Environment Agency Hydrologist. 

Over the past year, the water resources situation in Hampshire has continued to evolve; from 

a dry autumn period in 2017, to a very wet spring in 2018, followed by a notably dry and hot 

summer. Throughout it all, teams at the Environment Agency have been working behind the 

scenes to monitor rainfall, river flows and groundwater levels to help us to build a picture of 

the water situation in the area. This helps us to decide on the best ways to manage resources 

and what action to take to ensure that there is enough water for people and the environment. 

Rainfall 

When averaged over the past 12 months, the Solent and South Downs (SSD) area has received 

a normal amount of precipitation in comparison to historic totals (Figure 1). However, the 

amount of rainfall was distributed very differently throughout the year, with unusually high 

precipitation in the spring followed by a very dry summer period. March and April were 

particularly wet, with SSD receiving 154% and 159% of the long-term average for the time of 

year, respectively. This helped to improve the water situation of the area and increase 

resilience for the summer months.  

 

 

Figure 1. Total rainfall for hydrological areas across Solent and South Downs for the last 6 

months, and the last 12 months, classed relative to an analysis of respective historic totals. 

Data updated to November 2018 
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A lot of emphasis has been placed on the prolonged dry weather we experienced this summer 

and the implications for river flows and water supply. In June, rainfall was exceptionally low, 

with SSD receiving just 4% of the long term average for the time of year. It was the driest June 

on record at Otterbourne in a record extending back to 1892 and was also the driest June in 

Andover where records extend back to 1947.  Individual gauges recorded no rain for a 

minimum of 13 consecutive days and no appreciable rainfall (>1mm) was recorded at our rain 

gauge in Romsey for 23 consecutive days.  

Much of July was also hot and dry, with no rainfall recorded by the majority of reported rain 

gauges for the first 24 days. Summer storms put an end to the dry-spell, with intense rainfall 

occurring towards the end of the month which pushed the total rainfall for July up to 72% of 

the long-term average.  

What was the impact of the prolonged dry weather on water resources? 

Whilst some rivers in Hampshire flow over impermeable geology many of our rivers are 

groundwater fed, gaining water from the underlying chalk. Groundwater usually responds 

more slowly to rainfall compared to river flows, showing longer-term seasonal trends. 

Typically, recharge occurs in the winter months, with groundwater levels peaking in spring 

followed by a steady decline from summer and into autumn. Figure 2 shows groundwater 

levels for Clanville Gate borehole situated in in the chalk aquifer to the north-west of Andover. 

This shows the smooth annual fluctuations in groundwater level typical of unconfined chalk 

aquifers in Hampshire.   

 

  Exceptionally high   Notably high   Above normal   Normal 

  Below normal   Notably low   Exceptionally low ───  Latest data 
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Figure 2. Shows the groundwater level at Clanville Gate borehole situated in the chalk aquifer 

to the north-west of Andover.  

Groundwater availability plays an important role in how resilient a catchment is to a shortage 

of rainfall. Areas are more prone to the effects of dry weather if sufficient groundwater 

recharge does not occur. The late spring rainfall in March and April resulted in recharge to 

the chalk and higher than average flows at the start of the summer in groundwater-fed rivers 

including the River Test, River Itchen and River Meon.  This meant that flows in our chalk 

streams remained relatively healthy in June and July despite the dry conditions.  Rainfall in 

August provided some respite from the dry conditions and so riverflows remained within the 

normal range expected throughout the summer.  However, the delay in the start of Autumn 

rain which then fell on very dry soils, did meant that recharge to the chalk aquifer did not 

start until December this year and so flows did fall below normal in October and November. 

 

  Exceptionally high   Notably high   Above normal   Normal 

  Below normal   Notably low   Exceptionally low ───  Latest data 

Figure 3. Hydrograph of 2018 river flows in the chalk-fed River Itchen  

 

The rivers in Hampshire which do not have such a strong baseflow from the chalk aquifer 

suffered more notably as a result of the hot and dry summer conditions.  This is because rivers 

with little groundwater input rely far more on rainfall to sustain flows. The hydrograph below 

shows flows for 2018 for the River Lymington in the New Forest. In contrast, to the River 

Itchen, the hydrograph for the Lymington River shows rapid response to rainfall events in 

spring and autumn, with high flow peaks caused by surface runoff which recede quickly once 

rainfall has stopped. The response to the lack of summer precipitation was also very rapid, 

with flows changing from normal for the time of year in May, to exceptionally low in June. 
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Although the River Meon, Itchen and Test are all groundwater-fed chalk streams, in some 

areas they flow over less permeable Tertiary deposits. This can affect flow as there is less 

accretion from groundwater in these stretches. In these areas flow will be more reactive to 

rainfall and dry weather events.  

 

 

  Exceptionally high   Notably high   Above normal   Normal 

  Below normal   Notably low   Exceptionally low ───  Latest data 

Figure 4. Hydrographs for 2018 river flows showing the rainfall-dependant Lymington River 

in the New Forest   

Forward look 

Rainfall in November and December has been above average and we have now started to see 

recharge to the chalk aquifer.  In response, river flows in both the groundwater fed and surface 

water dominated rivers have risen.  Although the recent rain is welcomed, further rainfall is 

still needed over the coming months to ensure that our chalk streams have healthy flows in 

the coming year.  

Laura Budimir  
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Natural England 

Adam Bates reports on what the local Natural England team have been up to in 2018. Adam is the 

Team Leader for the Hampshire Chalk Catchments. 

It’s been a busy year with a lot of changes for us at Natural England. Over the past 12 month’s 

we’ve seen the publication of the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan, relocated our 

Hampshire office from Winchester to Eastleigh, changed our team name to the Hampshire 

Chalk Catchments Team and seen several staff changes. There have been some new additions 

to the team: Adam Bates has joined as team leader, having previously worked in the New 

Forest and Dorset teams; Aldous Rees joined us as the Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer 

(CSFO) for the Itchen; and James Farr joined us as the CSFO for East Hampshire. There have 

also been some staff movements within the team. Dean Mason is now the adviser for the 

Itchen (and CSFO for the New Forest), Mark Slater is the CSFO for the Test, Tom Edwards is 

the CSFO for the Western Rother and Ben Yexley has moved from supporting delivery on the 

Test to leading delivery on the Hampshire and Dorset stretches of the Avon. 

This year we’ve been working to deliver the priorities of our Hampshire Chalk Catchments 

Focus Area. To this end we’ve been working with landowners and partners, such as the 

Environment Agency, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, Wessex Chalk Streams 

and Rivers Trust and the Water Companies, to improve water quality and quantity issues 

from the headwaters of river catchments to the coastal waters and the associated terrestrial 

habitats. Our staff have worked with partners on projects such as the Watercress and 

Winterbournes Heritage Lottery Funded project, commissioned new surveys, worked on a 

number of Countryside Stewardship (CS) agreements, undertaken many Catchment Sensitive 

Farming (CSF) visits and events and worked on the Water Protection Zone consent order and 

related Diffuse Water Pollution Plan work for the River Itchen and the five Solent catchments.  

In September 2018 Natural England and the Environment Agency commissioned Carcinus 

Ltd, a local contractor, to undertake a condition assessment of Brook Lamprey Lampetra planeri 

across all River Itchen SSSI/SAC management units. This was the first time a comprehensive 

survey had been undertaken for this species across the entire protected site. It will provide 

data regarding population abundance and distribution of Brook Lamprey in the River Itchen 

SSSI/SAC which will help Natural England and the Environment Agency safeguard the future 

conservation of this species in light of existing and future pressures. We would like to thank 

all riverine landowners who gave permission for Carcinus to access the river to complete the 

surveys. Your cooperation and interest in this work is greatly appreciated. If you would like 

further details on the survey please contact Dean Mason at Natural England. 

This summer, a CS agreement was developed for Winnall Moors, one of the Hampshire & Isle 

of Wight Wildlife Trust’s flagship nature reserves in the heart of Winchester. The agreement 

builds on the previous HLS agreement, helping to maintain the very species-rich wildflower 

meadows, fen and wetland habitat and protect the SSSI & SAC designated River Itchen that 

flows through the reserve. The site is important for many different species, including water 

vole, kingfisher and reed bunting, and the new CS agreement incorporates grassland, wetland 

and ditch management to ensure these species and their habitats are protected. 
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Our CSF staff have attended a number of local events to promote our work and discuss local 

issues, including ploughing matches, monitor farm meetings and local stakeholder groups. In 

addition to our 1-to-1 visits we have held meetings with agronomists to discuss key pollution 

issues, presented at farm training events and will be holding further information events 

through 2019. Over the next year we will be continuing to work to deliver CS for the benefit 

of water and will begin to deliver on our new ammonia air quality remit. We have also 

committed to funding local research projects, including one into how cover crops can play a 

role in retaining nitrogen and improving soil. We hope to use this to further engage with the 

farming community to promote best practice for the benefit of water quality. We are and will 

continue to take an active role in engaging with the farming sector to promote best practice 

for the benefit of water and air quality. 

Next year, our work will focus on continuing to deliver habitat and water quality 

improvements. We’ll continue work on joint projects with our partners and stakeholders, 

we’ll fulfil our role in Countryside Stewardship and CSF and work with the EA on the Water 

Protection Zone Consent Order work for the Solent.  

 

A recent local cover crop event attended by a wide range of local stakeholders 

Adam Bates 
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Wessex Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust Report 

Dr Martijn Antheunisse writes about the Trust’s activities in 2018 and looks ahead to 2019. Martijn 

is Director of the WCSRT. 

A Rivers Trust perspective 

The Wessex Chalk Stream & Rivers Trust (WCSRT) is an environmental charity dedicated to 

the conservation and restoration of the fragile and globally important chalk-based ecosystems 

of rivers in the Wessex region, including the Test, Itchen and Meon. The Test and Itchen 

Association (T&I) was one of the founding organisations of the WCSRT in 2008 and a number 

of directors of the T&I remain Trustees of the WCSRT. This close relationship helps to bring 

river restoration and catchment management professionals and landowner and fishery 

interests together to combine our efforts in looking after our precious chalk streams. 

The WCSRT underwent some significant changes in 2018. Andy Blincow took over from 

Rupert Kelton as Test & Itchen Catchment Officer in February and Paul Jose, the former 

director was replaced by Martijn Antheunisse in April. We lost local knowledge and 

continuity, but gained skills. This change heralded a steep learning curve for both Andy and 

Martijn, as they were not familiar with much of the Test, Itchen and tributaries prior to 

appointment. Lots of new meetings, partnerships and initiatives for both, but possibly more 

important: getting to know great rivers and people looking after them. In September, the Trust 

moved in to a new office. The location near Salisbury provides a place for staff to work, host 

meetings and store survey equipment, in addition to views of the river! 

Projects and activities in 2018 

In 2018 the Trust continued to deliver projects to improve both the habitat and water quality 

of the Test and the Itchen. 

Eel passes 

Throughout the year, staff visited a number of eel passes previously installed on (small) 

migration barriers to check their functionality and carry out maintenance and repairs. 

Unfortunately, the eel passes are a frequent target for vandals and therefore need regular 

checks to ensure they work well. Work will continue in future years and we hope we can 

extend the network to enhance the chances for our local eel populations. 

Fulling Mill 

In autumn, the Trust undertook a habitat improvement demonstration project on the Test at 

Fulling Mill near Whitchurch with the landowner and the Wild Trout Trust. With the help of 

a good number of fisheries students and lecturers from Sparsholt College a number of habitat 

features were installed over the course of a week. In addition, a ‘dog-dip’ was formalised to 

reduce the amount of silt entering the river due to excessive erosion. 
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Broadlands 

Working together with Broadlands Estate, the Trust designed and commissioned the creation 

of several acres of eel habitat on disused and overgrown fish stews located between the main 

Test and Test carrier. Funded by derogation money through the Environment Agency this 

project aims to enhance habitat and migration opportunities for eel as well as other species. 

Funding has been secured to facilitate continued monitoring of this project, including fish, 

water vole and southern damselfly populations.  

Invertebrate sampling 

WCSRT is a delivery partner in the ‘Watercress & Winterbournes’ project, supported by the 

Test & Itchen Catchment Partnership and lead by Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. 

This 5 year project is funded by the National Lottery (under the Heritage Lottery Fund) and 

the main delivery will start – if funding is fully granted – in 2020. This year, the Trust collected 

two seasons of invertebrate samples on ~15 sites in the headwaters of the rivers to provide a 

baseline for works to be further developed and delivered in the years to come. 

Education  

The Trusts Education Officer Vee Moore has run a busy educational programme across the 

catchment. In partnership with the Wild Trout Trust, WCSRT rolled-out a pilot of the ‘Mayfly 

in the Classroom’ project in four schools across the region. The programme aims to connect 

school children to their local river habitats and uses the lifecycle of mayflies to teach them 

about the broader themes of biodiversity, ecology and the links between aquatic and 

terrestrial biodiversity. Children catch mayfly nymphs from their local river, build their own 

hatchery out of old plastic lemonade bottles and then release adult mayflies back to the river.  

Amongst other activities, Vee has delivered WCSRT's unique ‘The Story of Chalk Streams’ 

education programme at a number of primary schools, introducing school children to chalk 

streams biodiversity, geology and hydrology.  

Projects and activities planned for 2019 

The Trust will continue with its activities to improve the rivers this year. We envisage 

delivering more projects to improve eel habitat and enhance migration obstacles. Staff are 

investigating where the best locations are to undertake these works and what to do to make 

sure they have the highest impact with the money available. 

In 2018 the Trust invested in electric fishing equipment to monitor fish populations. This has 

already proven very insightful on the river Avon, and increased monitoring will be rolled out 

on the Test and Itchen, for example to investigate the effectiveness of fish passes such as those 

on the River Dun completed at the end of 2017. Abundance and composition of fish stocks 

upstream and downstream of the structures will be compared to determine the use of the 

passes by various species. 

Another scoped project awaiting funding determination is the completion of walkover 

surveys to investigate the conditions of the river and spot opportunities for improvement on 
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a number of smaller tributaries of the Test and Itchen.  This work would be an extension of 

the Test & Itchen Restoration Strategy and focus on parts of the catchment that are not 

designated as Site of Special Scientific Interest and have so far not received the attention other 

parts of the catchment have.  

Key objectives for 2019 

The Trust’s key objective for this year is to make sure that the S20 Agreement - following the 

public inquiry into Southern Waters abstraction - delivers the improvement necessary to 

counteract the impacts of potential drought permits and orders. Whilst the lack of rain in the 

summer last year fortunately did not result in drought conditions this year due to recharge of 

the aquifers during a wet spring, the situation could be easily not as positive next year. 

We will continue to make our rivers more resilient to ever-increasing pressures by restoring 

natural processes where possible, through working with landowners and other partners. We 

are keen to hear from you and find out how we can help you and your river. 

Martijn Antheunisse 

www.wcsrt.org.uk 

director@wcsrt.org.uk 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund ‘Watercress & Winterbournes’ project 

Maggie Sheldon invites you to help shape the Watercress and Winterbournes Project. Maggie is the 

Watercress and Winterbournes Community Catchments Officer. 

To write here about the importance of our chalk rivers, and the host of pressures that face 

them, would not be telling my audience things they didn’t already know... Their biodiversity, 

their importance as the source of much of our drinking water, and their value as beautiful 

places where we can spend our recreational time are familiar to all of us. But what may not be 

quite so familiar is the idea that the rivers’ headwaters – the smaller tributaries at the top of 

the system - are important for all of these reasons and more.   

 
Freefolk. Photo: M Shelton 
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Yes, they’re home to eel, brown trout, water vole and Hampshire’s last remaining populations 

of native white clawed crayfish. Yes, they provide valued fishing opportunities, iconic even. 

But they are also characterised by a myriad of historic features associated with our long 

relationship with the rivers; milling, water meadows, traditional watercress growing and even 

a rare Eel House used by the trappers of old, to keep warm whilst fishing for these once-

numerous creatures.   

The very upper reaches of these headwaters are also unusual, as they are winterbournes – 

intermittent streams that naturally dry out when the water table drops, and are ‘born’ again 

each winter when increasing groundwater levels give rise to springs that emerge above the 

perennial head. The flylife of these temporary waterways is unique, including some species 

that have adapted to cope with the periodic drying of the streambed by laying drought-

resistant eggs, which hatch just as the streams begin to flow.  

Another reason for the importance of these headwaters is their geographic position at the top 

of the catchment. Problems here – like pollution, or non-native species – can impact the river 

system downstream. But on the flip side, improvements made in the headwaters can benefit all 

of the waters downstream.  

It is for all of these reasons that a group of 16 organisations have come together to develop 

and deliver the ‘Watercress and Winterbournes’ project. Focussing on the Pillhill Brook, 

Upper Anton, the Bourne Rivulet, the Upper Test, Candover Brook, the River Arle and 

Cheriton Stream, the project aims to celebrate, protect, and enhance these chalk stream 

headwaters. 

 

Whitchurch. Photo: M Shelton 

The idea for this project was developed by the Test & Itchen Catchment Partnership 

(www.ticp.org.uk). The organisations that make up the partnership - the Wildlife Trust, 

Wessex Chalk Stream & Rivers Trust, the T&I Association and numerous others - have been 

working together since 2014 to deliver practical improvements to our rivers and their 
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catchments – from improving fish passage, to tackling the runoff of fine sediment, to raising 

awareness about the potential impacts of septic tanks and other private sewerage systems on 

the rivers. But we wanted to do more. We submitted a funding bid to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund that distributes money from lottery players to good causes like this one.  

And, just like some of those lottery players, we have found ourselves with a welcome little 

windfall – part-funding has been provided for us to develop our ideas into a costed and 

timetabled project that, if the lottery are happy with what we propose, would receive further 

funding to enable delivery between 2020 and 2025. In this ‘development phase’, we are 

gathering data that will tell us more about the specific pressures facing our catchments – for 

example riverfly samples that can be analysed to tell us whether sites are impacted by issues 

such as phosphate pollution or pesticides. We will use this information to help us plan the 

improvements that the project could fund.  

We are already speaking to riparian landowners, local authorities, parish councils, schools 

and community groups in the project area. We have formed a small ‘Community Catchment 

Group’ in each of these 7 headwaters to help us firm up our plans, and are building a list of 

potential projects to improve in-river habitat, to control invasive species, to tackle sediment, 

and so on. We will be training volunteers to help us monitor invertebrates and water quality, 

helping us to keep track of our progress. But we don’t yet have a full picture of the issues, or 

of the potential solutions that we can implement - so if you live, work, farm or fish in the 

project area and have ideas about improvements that we could help to deliver, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

 

     

Andover. Photo: M Shelton 
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Is there a structure on your land that trout cannot pass? Are you a teacher that could use 

educational resources to introduce your class to the delights of chalk streams? Are your 

neighbours putting bleach down their toilets, unaware that septic tanks damaged by harsh 

chemicals won’t treat their sewage properly? Or, do you have other ideas that we haven’t even 

thought of? 

In such an ambitious and wide-ranging project, success could take many forms. One of our 

Community Catchment Groups would like to remove all harmful, invasive, non-native plants 

from the length of their chalk stream. This might involve us training local volunteers in 

identifying different plants, then supporting them in running an eradication programme. 

Another Community Catchment Group would like to work within local schools to foster 

interest in and love for their river. So we could develop an education programme, providing 

support to teachers to help them deliver it. We could include activities tailored to pre-schools, 

schools, colleges and extracurricular clubs. Who knows: we might ignite a spark that will see 

today’s schoolchild become tomorrow’s ecologist or riverkeeper! 

At the moment, the project is in its development phase, which means that we are working 

with our Community Catchment Groups to gather ideas, look for inspiration, and develop a 

coherent and locally-supported project plan. The more progress we make during this stage, 

the stronger our case will be when, in October 2019, we apply for funding to put these plans 

into practice. If we manage to convince HLF about the importance of these headwaters, we 

look forward to receiving another (larger!) windfall to secure the future of these precious and 

fantastic places.    

Get involved 

As the project develops, we hope that more people will join us in protecting their chalk 

streams through joining their local Community Catchment Group or getting involved in some 

volunteering. You can contact Maggie Shelton, our Community Catchment Officer, on 01489 

77 44 00 or at maggie.shelton@hiwwt.org.uk  

You can also find more information on Watercress & Winterbournes on the Hampshire & Isle 

of Wight Wildlife Trust website, or follow our progress on Twitter using   

#WatercressAndWinterbournes  

Ali Morse 

 

CPRE Hampshire 

Moya Grove outlines what CPRE are doing to put water centre stage in the planning process. Moya 

leads on water issues for CPRE Hampshire.  

CPRE (which stands for the Campaign to Protect Rural England) Hampshire is a registered 

charity campaigning to protect and enhance the local countryside. Based in Winchester, we 

work locally to protect, shape and enhance a beautiful, thriving countryside for everyone to 

value and enjoy for now and the future. Nationally our CPRE team work on a range of 

mailto:maggie.shelton@hiwwt.org.uk
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issues from landscapes, hedgerows and dark skies, to housing and planning, farming and 

food, transport, energy and waste and the rural economy.  

Unlike many environmental charities, CPRE has no vested interests – we own no land, rely 

solely on donations and grants, and are politically independent. We make decisions with the 

head not the heart, and we are possibly the only green group which has a completely holistic 

approach. Planning, in particular, is all about looking at the bigger picture, and our wide remit 

means we have to consider the whole of the country – rural and urban – when influencing 

policy. 

Key campaigns and areas of focus 

for CPRE Hampshire this year 

have included a Strategic Vision 

for Hampshire, making the case 

for a South Hampshire Green Belt 

and our Rural Affordable 

Housing Conference. December 

saw further progress in our Green 

Belt campaign with a number of 

Council Leaders backing our 

proposals to protect in law some 

of our most vulnerable green spaces in South Hampshire. We handed in a petition of over 

13,500 signatures from local people who love our countryside and want to see it protected. 

The Partnership for Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) Joint Committee have now agreed that 

‘the rationale and justification for an appropriate green belt designation would be included as 

a core part of any joint work under the Duty to Co-operate initiative’. Although this is by no 

means a guarantee that the green belt will be adopted, it brings us one step closer to realising 

this ambition.  

Another of the key issues we face is water, an essential resource which presents considerable 

problems in Hampshire and the South East.  Some years ago CPRE designed a Water Policy 

for Hampshire covering some of the main areas of concern which included, protecting the 

resource; water quantity, quality and river biodiversity; reducing demand and avoiding 

flooding.  All of which need to be considered against the background of climate change.  

We aim to: 

• Support the efficient use of existing water resources  

• Support demand reduction through the planning process and information to 

members. 

• Work to link planning and 

water  

• Support agricultural practices to conserve water in the catchment  

• Change attitudes 

Members of the CPRE Hampshire team presenting their green belt petition 
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To follow through on these objectives, we have made it our business to encourage all members 

to be aware of where water comes from, what the users do to it, where it goes and the impact 

of this on our iconic chalkstreams. As well as this we attend stakeholder meetings with the 

water companies, liaise with the fishing fraternity, planners and conservationists and attend 

conferences and courses offered by the conservation groups in county. 

Most importantly, we encourage every CPRE member responding to any local planning 

application to include the impact on water supply and waste water disposal in their letters to 

the planning authorities. 

Nationally we liaise with National Office CPRE in their vital and effective responses to 

government initiatives. This year we advised on the recent changes proposed in planning 

legislation to facilitate large scale water infrastructure projects. Government wanted to fast 

track legislation for small projects and combined with CPRE branches from the south, we were 

able to influence decisions about the definition of “small”, fearing that there would be no 

planning process for local decisions on projects like reservoirs. 

Reading the reports in the Test and Itchen Association 2017 Rivers Report, we were so 

impressed by the knowledge and passion of the fishing fraternity and the skills involved in 

managing our iconic chalkstreams. We all recognise the pressures are huge. Rivers and water 

companies both source their water from underground, from the aquifers. We have rough 

ideas – very little precision, about these huge but declining stores of water. We don’t know 

how fast they flow underground or in which direction; or precisely what the response times 

are between rainfall and river flow. The source of contaminants is not always clear.  

The government targets for house building are increasing the pressure on water resources. 

We need houses, but the planning system does not help.  The National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) does NOT highlight the specific issues of water supply and waste water 

disposals as a planning constraint.  The Water Companies advise on most planning 

applications, often in detail. But they have a legal duty to supply water and dispose of waste 

water on permitted developments whatever the difficulties. It is very difficult for local 

authorities to refuse permissions on these issues unless there are exceptional circumstances.  

There are tiny signs of improvement. Local Plans should specify water use reduction. For 

instance, Test Valley Borough does this (for new development only) in Local Plan 2016 Policy 

E7.  Each of us uses approximately 140 litres per day. Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) 

specifies 110. CPRE tries to check Local Plans for this as they are being developed. But their 

effectiveness will rely on developers complying and Local Authorities enforcing this. 

However, nothing controls water use thereafter. Power showers, power hoses, watering the 

garden, all take precious water from our rivers either directly (as in South Hampshire) or from 

the aquifers (as in North Hampshire). 

The situation is at its most crucial in Southern Water Company’s (SW) south west area, (west 

of the lower Test). Here the only source of water for domestic supply is the River Test from 

the abstraction at Testwood. Recently SW has accepted a suite of lower abstraction licenses 

and all the monitoring and mitigation measures imposed by the Environment Agency. We 
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too, have closely followed this process and responded to the Public Inquiry and the 

stakeholder meetings throughout. The Candover Stream and the Itchen (which has more 

protection than the Test) are now better protected. For the moment… 

We shall be attending the stakeholder meeting with SW in January 2019 to see exactly what 

SW intends to do to bring on stream (sorry!!) their overdue major infrastructure projects to 

augment this fragile source. This includes desalination, water imports from other areas and 

the surface storage of water particularly at Havant Thicket in Portsmouth Water Company’s 

area.  

At county level, CPRE Hampshire Chair, Dee Haas, is a member of the Commission set up by 

Hampshire County Council to focus on Hampshire 2050. What sort of Hampshire do we want 

and how do we achieve it? Our submission will include key targets for the health of our rivers 

and their ecosystem, economic and social value.  

Meanwhile, we will continue via our website and email newsletters and Hampshire Views 

magazine to inform members about the worries relating to water, to make sure they 

understand where water comes from and where it goes and how this directly affects the rivers 

we love.  

So, to all frustrated observers of the problems facing our rivers, don’t throw your shoes at the 

TV, put them back on, and join CPRE. It costs very little (£3 per month minimum) to support 

us. We need your knowledge and experience and people power to inform our work. Help us 

put water quality and quantity centre stage. 

For more information on what we do and how to join with us then please visit 

www.cprehampshire.org.uk  

Moya Grove   

 

 

Chilbolton Common 

http://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/
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Salmon 

 

Test Salmon Group Report 

 

 

I doubt there is a salmon angler out there who is not happy to resign the past season to the 

annals of history. What started with much promise, good rainfall and river flows during the 

spring months, led us all here on the lower river to misguidedly look forward to a promising 

start to the 2018 season. How wrong we would all be proved, as the heatwave gripped not 

only the south-east of England but much of Europe. For most salmon fishers, unless you were 

lucky enough to have booked a trip to Iceland, the story was the same; a scarcity of fish, little 

water and high in-river temperatures.  

But it is not only the hiccup of a long hot summer that should be cause for concern here on 

the chalkstreams. At the 2017 December Test Salmon Group (TSG) meeting I made the 

comment that up until that point in time we had been fortunate to “dodge the bullet” that had 

seen a steep decline of returning salmon to most other UK rivers and that we needed to be 

aware the same could befall us here in the south at any time. The final figures from the EA for 

this season show a marked reduction in numbers entering both our rivers. On the Test, the 

run was down by around 50% on the previous year’s figures with the Test counters recording 

just under 600 fish entering the system river in total. What is clear is that, despite the summer 

heat, the numbers of fish returning have shown a marked decline – after all, salmon setting 

course for the return journey from their feeding ground to their natal rivers would not and 

could not have foreseen or sensed the impending weather. The fact is our stocks have, in line 

with most other UK river systems, begun a potentially worrying downward trend.  
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Had we had a “normal” run of fish heading back to the Test and Itchen this season I would 

very much have expected to see large spikes in the October/November count figures as the 

fish reticent to run the river (and usually found milling below or within Testwood Pool) would 

have moved upstream out of necessity to reach their spawning grounds, as we have seen in 

previous years. This was not the case this year, the fish were simply not here.  I very much 

hope I am proven wrong on this point and that we see a return to the stock figures of previous 

seasons, but only time will tell.  

On the subject of salmon counts I would like to say what an excellent job Dominic Longley 

and Dr. Kerry Simms at the EA have done in getting count figures out to us promptly. Five or 

six years ago I would be lucky to get the year-end figures by the end of the following season. 

As I write I have in front of me the final salmon count stats for 2018, a useful tool when writing 

a report like this! 

However, having the run figures to hand does throw up some questions and concerns 

amongst members of the TSG and other interested parties on the lower river. For example, the 

early counter data this year indicated approximately 200 fish had passed up-stream by the 

end of May and yet scarcely a salmon had been seen by anyone, keepers and rods alike. This 

leads many to believe that a percentage of the early counter data is likely to include a good 

number of “slob” trout i.e. larger river trout that drop downstream in the late autumn/early 

winter to feed in the estuary before heading back into the system in spring. We are discussing 

this with the EA and looking at ways that we might better identify what is and what isn’t a 

fresh run migratory fish. No easy task I suspect, but necessary if we are to better understand 

the true numbers of fish we have in the system without relying heavily on rod and line catch 

returns as an indicator of what’s actually in the river.  

Neil Freeman 

 

Itchen Salmon Group Report 

2018 has been a disappointing season on the Itchen as far as salmon fishing is concerned. The 

good flows after the wet March and April, fell away quickly in the intense heat of June and 

July. Once again, salmon fishing was largely confined to the lower beats and although Lower 

Itchen Fishery ended with a reasonable total that might have been considered quite good 25 

years ago, it was well below the catch of recent years. Higher up the river, salmon simply 

didn’t arrive in the numbers that made fishing worthwhile and with water temperatures 

frequently above 19⁰c, the cut-off limit at which salmon fishing stops, rods switched to trout 

or simply didn’t fish at all. The counter at Gaters Mill recorded only 220 salmon up to the end 

of November with over half of these recorded after the end of the salmon season.  

A season like this makes you realise that chalkstream salmon are particularly vulnerable to 

climate change. We are lucky on the Itchen in that upwellings of cool water from aquifers take 

place right the way downstream as far as Twyford and it’s only in the lower part of the river 

that water temperature is likely to get close to the cut-off limit during a hot spell. Being a short 

river, this effectively means that, even in a hot spell of weather, water temperature on the 
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salmon beats in the morning is typically well below the cut-off limit. Therefore, rods can fish 

for salmon in the morning, at least, before having to call it a day during the afternoon when 

the temperature creeps over the cut-off limit. Of course, salmon are cold water fish and will 

prosper if they are able to settle in the cooler water temperatures of the middle river. However, 

it seems that these days salmon are reluctant to run upstream very far which makes the stock 

more vulnerable to pollution events and sustained periods of high temperatures. It is tempting 

to think that there is some sort of barrier, the removal of which will result in salmon flooding 

upstream, but in reality it is likely to be a combination of factors – water quality, quantity and 

temperature are obvious candidates. However, the easing of migration barriers is an essential 

part of the Environment Agency’s five point plan to restore salmon runs. The barrier at 

Woodmill is now easily passable but fish enter a river that is heavily backed up, has low flow 

due to the breach taking considerably more flow since the 2013/14 flood and it’s probably the 

hottest part of the river. Is it any wonder that salmon fail to run upstream with any 

enthusiasm? Reducing the amount of backup, possibly introducing more tidal influence with 

greater runoff on the ebb within Riverside Park would help push salmon upstream faster and 

further and help future proof the Itchen salmon runs. 

Chris Pearson 

 

 



Aardvark McLeod are international travel specialists. For over a decade they have been organising  

holidays for fly fisherman and their families around the world. From swinging flies for salmon in Iceland 

and casting dry flies to rising brown trout in New Zealand to stalking bonefish in the Caribbean or 

hunting giant trevally in the Seychelles to African safaris and horse trekking in South America. 

T: 01980 847389 • E: mail@aardvarkmcleod.com • www.aardvarkmcleod.com 
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FISHERY REPORTS 

 

RIVER TEST 
 

Piscatorial Society – Freefolk 

 

All change for the 2018 season.  Good autumn and winter rainfall led to a full recharge of the 

aquifers for the season and while the Test here at Freefolk was short of weed when the season 

opened, the river was fantastic from May onwards.  In fact, the weed never really stopped 

growing throughout, resulting in some rather muddy banks well into the summer given all 

that lovely flow.  So, the season opened with good flows of water but virtually no weed and 

a river that looked particularly barren and uninviting for the first few weeks as the fish tucked 

themselves under the margins and any bit of woody debris.  The fly were there but not many 

fish were brave enough to dart out into the open for a bite.  Any surface activity was limited 

to tight up to the edge of the bank and on the periphery of those woody structures.  Hawthorn 

numbers were good. 

 

As May arrived, the weed got going properly. It was never going to take long with all the 

flow, and with it grew the depth of the water.  It provided the much needed in-stream cover 

and drew the fish out into the channel.  Mayfly hatches were good again this year, coming on 

strong from about the third week in May.  The sun then blazed on, unrelenting, through June, 

July and August producing a very interesting, if scorching summer.  A summer where the 

river was full to bursting with water, so the weed grew like mad (as did the marginal plants) 

but the grass on the banks (paths) was dying off.  Needless to say, day time fishing for the 

bulk of the summer was a very challenging affair.  The best of the fishing was to be had in the 

evenings that saw some very fine spinner fall, in fact some of the best BWO spinner that I have 

seen. 

 

The fine weather continued right through to the end of the season that would have allowed 

some good grayling fishing but for the levels of blanket weed that took hold of the Test in 

September.  As I write, towards the end of December, the rain is teeming down and long may 

it last. 

 

Craig Dawson 

 

 

Tufton Syndicate 

 

This was my first season at Tufton. Starting in April did not give me much time to get 

organised before the start of the season. Fortunately, Paul Moncaster, the previous keeper, 

had left the river in good condition, thus making it fairly easy to take over the water. The 



 

RIVER TEST 

67 
 

upper Test is very different to the middle Test at Leckford, where I had been a keeper for the 

previous 10 years, so the challenges were very different. 

 

Generally, fly life throughout the season was fair to good. Hatches of hawthorn at the start of 

the season were followed by pale watery duns, leading up to the best hatches of mayfly seen 

at Tufton: the majority of mayfly returned to the water in late evening or after dark - those 

rods who persevered until late in the day reaped the benefits! The gusty winds caused a few 

problems. After the mayfly, fly life settled down for the rest of the season. 

 

River levels seemed low at the start of the season, but weed growth was prolific, thus giving 

the river a big lift and this in turn kept the levels steady; at times, the water was near to the 

top of the banks. This meant that the June weedcut was very heavy, in order to drop the level 

back down to a suitable height. Despite the very hot Summer and lack of rain, the river was 

kept at a consistent height. 

 

The river at Tufton is very healthy, with lots of little wild trout auguring well for the future. 

During the Autumn, there was a lot of evidence of redds being created, so, hopefully, there 

should be a successful spawning season. 

 

The weedcuts, all done by hand scythe, are very time consuming and lead to very intensive 

hard days. When it comes to clearing down, keepers above do a great job, but there are a  

couple of sections of un-keepered water above who don’t clear off till the last day, creating 

problems for the beats downstream. The other problem, as usual, has been swans eating away 

at the weed. 

 

I have enjoyed my first season on this fantastic stretch of water. 

 

Tom Hough 

 

 

Middleton Estate 

 

Now three seasons into the 're-wilding' project at Middleton, work is continuing in improving 

the natural habitat for the wild trout. Log deflectors, brushwood berms and hinged-in trees 

have been added to various parts of the river. This culminated in the creation of a new island 

built of willow logs and brushwood and planted with goat willow on one of our widest 

stretches or water. This has successfully narrowed a wide stretch of our beat and improved 

water flow and helped to clear silt. As in previous years we have continued with jet washing 

the gravel to attract more spawning redds in targeted areas. 

 

Fly life was very sparse during the early part of the season, maybe reflecting the extreme cold 

weather we had earlier in the spring and perhaps emphasising the need for as much deep 
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reed and sedge cover as possible for the insects. When Mayfly did arrive, it was noticeable 

that hatches only occurred during early evening.  

 

Weed growth throughout the early part of the season was good. In a change of policy, minimal 

cuts took place in an attempt to keep water levels high, give the trout more cover and push 

the water to the wider bank margins. It also helped dislodge cut weed from upstream. 

 

Fishing was deliberately light in footfall, but the Syndicate had a great time on all Middleton 

beats with good fish caught throughout the course of the season, the largest being a 2 ½ lbs 

wild fish in the last few days of the season.  1- 1 ½ lbs fish were common. 

 

As the season drew to a close wild stock continued to show well, and as winter takes its hold, 

focus shifts to enhancing the habitat for fish still further and giving them as much cover as 

possible. 

 

Andy Clay 

 

 

Wherwell Estate 

 

The 2018 fishing season at the Wherwell estate started with high water and good flows. 

However, there was very little weed, especially Ranunculus, at the start of the season. This 

was, no doubt, due to the large numbers of the usual culprits, swans! To enable the weed to 

grow swans were moved on continually by all legal methods and a dog who could not help 

himself from swimming after them until they got airborne.  My hound is a great asset in this 

way! The above methods paid great dividends as by the end of the season and at the time of 

writing most of the beats have very good weed growth (including Ranunculus) and apart 

from beat 3 are now swan free.  The next month or two will no doubt see lots of swans flying 

into the river to try and set up new breeding territories, I shall be doing my best to keep 

moving them on with the help of my mutt who can swim like an otter.  I hope to replant 

Ranunculus in the areas that most need it in the late winter and early spring if the swans can 

be kept away in the above way. 

 

A few days before the trout season started there were some large hatches of hawthorn flies in 

the lee of the trees over the water meadows, but as is often the case they'd finished hatching 

before the trout season started in earnest.  The mayfly were very good this year with large 

numbers hatching off on both the river and lake at Wherwell.  I was therefore more than a 

little peeved to find some of the day rods and corporate rods (not the corporate rods of the 

top chalk stream agencies I hasten to add) using some very strange 'nymphs' and very dubious 

tactics that early in the season. In the 2019 season nymphs will not be allowed until the 1st of 

August, there will be no ifs and buts.  This rule will be vigorously enforced next season, which 

is what most of our season rods want. 
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The weed cuts through the season were hard work but went well. However, the large amount 

of weed coming down from the beats above made the clear down very difficult at times.  I 

shouldn't complain about this due to working at the top of the Test for the past eighteen years 

- I used to be one of the river keepers who used to send masses of weed down the river (all 

within the allotted period, I hasten to add!). 

 

After moving down to Wherwell from Tufton I was very pleasantly surprised by the clarity 

of the water, not as clear as the very upper Test but clear by most standards. Other surprises 

were the amount of wild brown trout and the number of grayling that thrive here.  Although 

people who have known the water over many years say that the wild brownies are not a patch 

on what they used to be, hopefully the numbers of brown trout may be restored to some extent 

to near recent historic numbers, if river conditions can be improved and certain fishing 

methods can be reined in! 

 

As per last year, beat 8 was closed down due to low flows and will be closed down in the 

future until we can make some vast improvements to it. Once again Gwyn, the Estate 

Secretary, shuffled the rods around from the beats that suffered from the low summer flows 

to those beats that still performed well despite the conditions, to the satisfaction of our 

fishermen. 

 

The Test Valley at Wherwell is stunning in the Spring and Summer with the bird and wildlife 

second to none. Birds that I've seen this year are hobbies on a regular basis, barn owls, an 

osprey, short-eared owl, peregrine falcons, goshawks, a female hen harrier, plus all the more 

common raptors. Most of the different warbler species nest here which in turn brings in lots 

of cuckoos, good for the cuckoos but not the warblers!  It's also an absolute hot spot for yellow 

hammers, one of my favourite birds. Grass snakes are very abundant here, with some very 

large females being seen. The only real downside is that the dreaded otters are all over the 

valley and killing everything that they can catch, very detrimental to all the water fowl and 

fish. They are also constantly trying to get into our stew ponds, sadly, sometimes with success. 

 

The biggest trout this year was a six and a half pound brown trout, which was caught on beat 

10 by a season rod using a small dry fly.  The best flies this season were the various type of 

Adams (all in small sizes), Klinkhammers, Greenwells Glory, Daddy long legs, various 

emergers, CDCs and Sedge patterns in large and small sizes to match the hatch. 

 

Fly life was fair throughout the season with September being exceptionally good due to great 

hatches of olives and various types of sedge hatching in good numbers. We are still (in mid-

December) getting very good amounts of olives coming off the river with trout and grayling 

freely rising to them. 

 

The 2018 season was very fair, especially given the low flows and intense heat. As is often the 

way, a lot of our season rods tend to leave too early in the day and miss the best of the fishing 

which is often in the evening, especially in the mid to late summer. 
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We're hoping for a wet winter to replenish the aquifers and looking forward to the 2019 trout 

season.          

 

Paul Moncaster 

 

 

The Watch Estate, Chilbolton Common 

 

I was pleasantly surprised when we studied the fishing returns book at the end of the season.  

All year, I was expecting the worst, with the adverse weather, a long hot summer and lack of 

fly.  The end of season results showed 2018 to be virtually the same as 2017.  In fact, numbers 

caught were up slightly and there were fewer blank days. 

 

We began with good flows and only 4 swans.  Conditions seemed perfect for good weed 

growth.  It didn’t happen.  Swan numbers soon increased along with up to 30 Canada Geese.  

The Ranunculus was soon grazed off and the only weed I cut was ribbon weed and mare’s 

tail.  I cut quite hard in the June cut, especially the channel where upstream cut weed passes, 

as I knew I would be away for the July cut.  Throughout the season the weed cut went well 

and there was only one incident with cut weed coming down late. 

 

The Mayfly hatch was nowhere near as prolific as past years.  This isn’t such a bad thing as 

too many fly leads to satiated fish.  After the Mayfly, hatches were sporadic and short, 

sometimes just a few minutes of activity.  Sedges were much better in 2018, and these along 

with Daddies and emergers were the best patterns.  The main river cleared earlier than usual, 

and the fish became very wary in the clear conditions. 

 

The two small lakes on the Estate fished well and remained clear and fishable all season.  

Considering the long hot summer, it showed that the treatment regime of barley straw and 

spray applications worked well.  By mid-season, the lake fish were super educated and long 

leaders and extra small nymphs proved effective.  Otters were seen in the early mornings, 

several times in the lakes and they made the fish even spookier.   

 

We fished through to mid-October.  Fly life was significantly better than in July and August.  

By November, the river was very low and swan numbers were up to 15.  Thankfully it then 

rained a fair amount and the aquifer has begun to recharge nicely.  It is now the end of 

December and its very mild.  A lot of bankside growth is still green and lush.  Nature has a 

way of compensating and I expect there is severe weather to come in January/February 2019. 

 

Jeff Hounslow 
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01264 860813 
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Testcombe 

 

A difficult season for most rods as there were only very modest surface fly hatches.  The 

Mayfly hatch was fairly good but lasted only about a week and a half and then stopped.  From 

then on, hatches of any fly life were sparse at best. Weed growth was strong, probably due to 

low water levels allowing plenty of sunlight.  Unfortunately, pond weed or "ribbon weed" (as 

I call it) spread throughout the system and choked up large stretches of the beats.  Not sure 

where upriver it came from, but it was a permanent problem for the entire season.  Hopefully 

increased flows this winter will take it out.  If not, it will continue to be a serious problem. 

 

General:  although fly life was sparse throughout the season catches were about 

normal.  However, due to low numbers of surface flies upstream nymphs were allowed much 

earlier than usual.   

 

Fly Life: as mentioned above not a good season for fly life.  This follows a relatively poor 

season in 2017.  Not sure what is affecting the fly life and hopefully it will improve next season 

as this is the second season with poor hatches. 

 

Water quality/volume:   Low levels throughout the season once again.  Blanket weed is pretty 

heavy now and of course pond weed is everywhere.  This will, unfortunately, persist if low 

water levels continue.  The combination of low rainfall volumes and extraction is a serious 

concern for the future. 

 

Catch Records: Once gain they held up given the conditions.  However, it was necessary to 

allow upstream nymphs much earlier than usual to provide some fishing.  This is the second 

year running that upstream nymphs have been permitted early. 

 

Weed Cuts:  No real problems except for the several instances when large amounts of hung 

up weed were shifted downstream clogging up sluices and causing clearing up 

problems.  However, due to low water levels it was a job to shift it and keep it going 

downstream.  Also, a large amount of the weed sent downstream included cut tree branches 

which causes the shifted weed to hang up on the bankside and in the sluices.  It should be a 

"given" that no timber should be sent downstream with weed. 

 

Predators-Problems:  Although we still have two herons patrolling the beats and roosting on 

the roof of the fishing hut where they can see the main river and one of the carriers, that is a 

modest problem compared to the problem of the pond weed which is widespread. No 

cormorants have been hunting on the beats, but they are seen flying by, almost daily, along 

with (thank goodness) the Kingfishers.  Quite a few Pike have been taken on fly mainly out of 

the pool above the rail bridge which is their preferred holding spot.   

 

Ed Stebbins 
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Fullerton Estate 

 

As with the Watch Estate, the Test beats suffered terribly from swans devouring any 

Ranunculus.  Usually with strong flows, swans cannot cope with the weed growth near ‘The 

Mayfly’ pub.  In 2018 I didn’t have any Ranunculus to cut on the Test.  The River Anton 

however had a fantastic show of Ranunculus.  It was so good to see so much weed. I hardly 

cut it June, and not at all in July.  The down-side of this was too much cover for the fish and a 

harder than usual August cut.  Just two days after stocking, it was difficult to see fish and 

there was insufficient fly to encourage them to rise.  Too much weed also caused wet, 

unmowable banks on Beat 6 of the Anton.  I had to drop the level 10 inches in the August 

weedcut.  There is only one pair of swans on the Anton Beats.   

 

The lack of fly was dismal.  The Mayfly was adequate, but not prolonged, and Olive hatches 

were very patchy.  With so much weed growth there was plenty of sub-surface food and some 

rods made the suggestion of allowing nymph fishing all season.  Daddies and Sedges fished 

well, especially close to the margins. 

 

A lot of wild trout are being caught on the Anton, but the big grayling have suffered from 

otter predation. Grayling fishermen still caught plenty in October, as late Autumn fly hatches 

were much better than late summer. A fair few rods realised that fishing 9-5 was going to be 

difficult and more stayed later, especially on bright days. Due to the mild Autumn, there 

haven’t been as many cormorants as usual. 

 

To summarise the 2018 season, I would say it ended up as an OK year after initial fears that 

the fishing would deteriorate post-Mayfly.  The river held up remarkably well in the long dry 

summer. 

 

Jeff Hounslow 

 

 

Leckford Estate 

 

Every Season is different from any other and over the last 30 years I have seen droughts, 

floods, hurricanes and Triploids but 2018 will be forever remembered as the year of the never-

ending Summer. 

 

The river flows held up remarkably well and with gin-clear water and with weeks of dawn 

‘til dusk sunshine the weed grew at a phenomenal rate. One week after the cut and it was back 

to pre-cut quantities. In June we tended to err on the side of caution and cut quite frugally, 

not knowing how the River was going to hold up. July and August cuts were more vigorous, 

but mainly to push water around.  
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The fairly wet Winter and late snow in March was to be our 

saviour come August. A cold North wind to start the Season 

in May and a few torrential rain storms didn’t help the 

fishing early on but there were some late hawthorn to stir the 

trout into life.  

 

As with most things, this year the Mayfly proved to be a 

week later than usual, the first duns were seen on the 17th 

May and the fish were quick to get a taste for them. We did 

not see huge hatches, but a steady trickle of fly throughout 

the day, ideal for fishing and a lot of fish were caught.  

Usually we see masses of Iron Blue mixed in with the Danica 

but this year they were few and far between.  The Mayfly 

was pretty much finished by the June Weedcut. 

 

Very few Swans gave the Ranunculus a chance to really get 

going and this year particularly favoured the growth of 

Zannichelia . 

 

As water temperatures began to creep up the fish became less interested in feeding in the 

middle part of the day. Those anglers that stayed late were often rewarded by a late flurry of 

activity as the sun went down. Good hatches of Sedge and some very nice surface action to 

Spurwings and Pale Wateries continued right through to the end of the Season. We brought 

forward the Upstream Nymphing start to the end of the June Weedcut. 

 

The Estate hosted the T&I Members Day on the Lakes in June. It proved to be a good 

opportunity to socialise, fish and learn. Feedback was so positive there will be a repeat of this 

event in 2019. 

 

Rob Goldsworthy 

 

 

Houghton Club 

 

Another season that started with concerns over water levels, but in April, most unusually, 

some of our springs started working, helping to maintain water levels. I assume that the 

winter snow, with a slow melt helped our local underground aquifers. 

  

A slight improvement in early fly and a good Mayfly made a good start to the season. The 

heat as the year went on did nothing for the fish and despite their continued efforts, drained 

the fishermen.  

 

   Otter tracks in the snow 
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Some reasonable early weed growth and overall a small increase in up-wing fly. Good 

spotting conditions with the clear low water helped for a good season although slightly down 

on the previous year.  

 

Despite the heat, a good year to end my fifty years on the river. 

 

Ray Hill 

 

 

Bossington Estate 

 

The snow and freezing weather in the 

Spring made tree and bank works a real 

challenge but, as the season came into 

view, the water levels and flows looked 

good even though the water itself was 

cold and coloured.  Then a flush of good 

weather and as so often happens at 

Bossington the fauna and flora burst into 

life to produce a very good start to the 

season. 

 

The Mayfly hatches that followed were good but 

frustrating at times for even some of the best 

fishermen as the fish were picky and it was 

difficult to judge which type of fly they would rise 

to next.   

 

Not much weed was cut in June and swans played 

a part in that.  It does however seem that a clear 

down problem remains for the river as Bossington had irritating weed passing through days 

after the specified period. 
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The progressive restoration to the House and Home Beats in 2017 settled down exceptionally 

well, with good weed growth and marginal plants providing beautiful colours as they re-

established in these iconic beats.  The Environment Agency visited Bossington in mid-

September to electro-fish for salmon parr and the results were seriously encouraging.  32 parr 

were recorded in a 5-minute sample, this apparently being the highest recorded comparable 

number on the River Test.  Since then we have had our second known salmon redd in the 

same place as last year and four trout redds where there have been none in the past.   

 
The comments from our rods on this ambitious restoration project have been overwhelmingly 

positive – for which the Estate is very grateful.  It has brought a new and exciting environment 

for the fish and fresh, enjoyable challenges for those trying and frequently succeeding in 

catching them.  Fellow riverkeepers should be much encouraged by this large project and 

more sensitive work is planned for Bossington in the future in order to keep the Test and its 

fishing attractive and vibrant.     

 

Finally, the Bossington Estate is pleased to announce that its fishing will be enhanced for the 

2019 Season following the recent purchase of ‘Park Steam’, which will offer exceptional value 

for money fishing in the Test valley to compliment Bossington’s renown beats, popular new 

fishing school and the ‘wild’ fishing along Wallop Brook.  Details of this can be found on the 

Bossington Estate Website.   

 

 
 

Matt Hodder 
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Pittleworth Estate 

 

The season started at Pittleworth on 24 April with water levels higher than normal, in fact 

some of the banks were still underwater. For the third year running Hawthorn flies were very 

sparse. 16 May saw the first small hatches of Mayfly with fish taking them enthusiastically 

and by 25 May they were hatching all day long. By 7pm the spent were coming down in great 

numbers. The Mayfly had almost finished by the start of June. 

 

Moving the weed cutting dates back by a few days in June was definitely beneficial for the 

fishery. The end of June was very hot with water temperatures of 20⁰c. Fortunately we still 

had good flow rates. Through July and August, the fishing became very difficult, even though 

the water was still clear. The relentless hot weather caused both fish and fishers to find 

sanctuary in the cooler, shady spots. The evening rise was very unpredictable. The best chance 

of catching a fish was before 8am, but not many fishers arrived early enough for this. 

 

September saw the fishing improve as river temperatures reduced, but fly life was still sparse 

with mainly sedges being seen. Ironically, after our season had finished on 8 October, I saw 

some of the best Olive hatches which continued into the winter with free rising fish.  

 

Overall, water levels held up very well considering the hot, dry summer. The river continues 

to look in superb condition with prolific weed growth and reasonable clarity even at the time 

of writing in early January. What I do miss are all the spawning fish that I used to see in early 

November. Their redds would provide excellent areas for the salmon to spawn on. This 

decline has occurred since we introduced triploids. Some may say that this is a good thing, 

but I fear that due to the ever increasing amounts of predators - otters, cormorants, herons, 

and now flocks of goosander to name a few - that this will put increasing pressure on the 

smaller wild fish. We have already seen a huge decline in the grayling stocks. 

   

Brian Parker 

 

 

Testfield Beat, Mottisfont 

The cold late spring resulted in poor water clarity due to the high coloured water, which made 

fishing difficult in the first half of May as the fish were not rising due to a shortage of fly life 

and they could not be seen in the water. The Mayfly hatch was very good as usual, and many 

fish were caught in late May and June. The fishing in July and August was surprisingly good, 

considering the very hot and bright conditions. It was still possible to catch fish up to 11.00am 

and then after 9.00pm, when the water was cooler.  The fishing picked up in September with 

cooler weather and the clear water allowed fish to be targeted with nymphs.   
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In general, in 2018 there were poor hatches of up-

winged flies, which were not sufficient to bring 

trout up to the surface. However, on some of the 

very hot days in July, there was a good rise very 

late in the evening with frantic sport in the last 

hour of daylight. 

 

The river was narrowed in places by introducing 

woody debris and this proved very successful in 

speeding up the current and increasing the depth. 

The backwaters were quickly colonised by 

watercress and produced a good refuge area for 

small fish and invertebrates. The water level was 

high at the start of the season after the very wet 

spring and therefore water levels held up well in 

spite of the hot dry summer until September, when 

the blanket weed made an appearance. 

 

There was a noticeable lack of grayling this year with only 17 caught compared to 76 last year, 

but some large fish up to 3lbs were caught. Grayling numbers are cyclical and perhaps the 

long cold winter reduced the food supply to the grayling and wild trout. 

 

William Sleeman 

 

Mottisfont – National Trust 

 

We started our 2018 season with the river higher than usual following a large amount of late 

spring rain, much to our relief after a relatively dry winter the year before.  As per usual for 

the early season we saw a small amount of hawthorn, and some reasonable hatches of large 

dark olives - but noticeably absent this year was the large hatches of grannom we normally 

see on our Rectory beat. Hopefully they make a return in 2019. 

 

Mayfly started appearing around the second week of May, but never seemed to quite get 

going properly. This coupled with the water clarity remaining fairly poor made mayfly fishing 

a little more challenging than usual. Having said that we were still seeing small numbers of 

mayfly coming off into June and plenty of fish had been caught by the time we got to weed 

cut. The weed cut itself was lighter than usual for us, and clear down passed off smoothly. 

 

Post-June weed cut the extremely hot, dry, sunny spell we experienced made fishing in the 

heat of the day very difficult.  However, for those willing to stay right up to darkness, we saw 

some of the best evening rises I’ve seen in my time on the fishery – with noticeably more blue 

winged olives around than in previous seasons. My advice to the rods was generally to turn 
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up late and stay until they could no longer see to tie a fly on! For those fishing through the 

day, tiny nymphs often proved the only way to elicit a response from the fish. 

 

As we moved into July and August the water levels seemed to hold up remarkably well, 

considering how little rain we’d had. The river by this stage was as clear as I have seen it and 

the weed cuts passed relatively uneventfully, which is always a relief! Late evenings remained 

the best time and we were still seeing a decent amount of blue winged olives coming off on 

our Oakley and Dun beats, along with some reasonable hatches of sedge too. 

 

When the weather finally cooled off in September, we started seeing good hatches of pale 

wateries during the mornings and early afternoon and there were still a few sedge around 

later in the day. The fishing picked up nicely, helped as always by the appearance of a plentiful 

supply of daddy long legs to keep the fish looking up even when nothing was hatching. 

  

Particularly pleasing this season was the Oakley beat. This was the third season since our weir 

removal, bed-raising and re-graveling project and it feels like the area we worked on has really 

come into its own. The Rannunculus we planted two years ago has grown beautifully and the 

stretch produced some great fishing through the season. The new features we added last 

winter, in the form of variety of logs and laid in trees have provided some good fish holding 

spots, and we’ve seen some great hatches along the stretch too. 

 

Nigel Swift 

 

Lower Mottisfont 

 

In my last Rivers Report, I wished for a cold wet winter and thanks to some late March 

snowfalls river levels were good for the start of the season.  Not so good for the track up to 

the hut - with the ground water logged access was difficult.   

 

Mayfly were late to hatch and the numbers of fly were significantly down on last season.  

Temperatures were on the rise and fish were sitting low making for some challenging fishing 

until late in the evenings when they started coming to the surface.  Ribbon weed was growing 

at an alarming rate.  A pair of swans stripped the riverbed of Ranunculus so the only weed 

cut was ribbon weed. 

 

Temperatures continued to rise and with no rain water levels were getting lower and lower 

and fishing was tricky until the end of the day.   

 

All in all, fly life this season was at an all-time low.  It was only late in the day when a hatch 

of small green olives and sedge could be seen coming off the River. 
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The last weed cut of the season meant gin clear water and visible fish, but trying to interest 

them with dry fly was hard work.  Late in the season most fish were being caught on an 

emerger.   

 

Matt Jeans 

 

 

Kimbridge Estate 

 

Heavy rain and snowfall during March and April helped river levels and flows at the 

beginning of the fishing season. Although cloudy at first, the water clarity soon improved and 

by June the river was running lovely and clear. Towards the end of our season it was the 

clearest I have seen it for some time. 

 

In between heavy rain and snow in March, work was carried out to improve a very silty and 

dead piece of water on the Estate. A new river edge was formed away from the original bank, 

and after completion the area was soiled and sown with wild flowers. The new bank is more 

wildlife friendly as the old bank edge consisted of old concrete filled sandbags.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully by next summer more of the colourful flowers will be on show, these will be great 

for bees. 

 

Fly life during April was very good indeed. Good hatches of Hawthorn from the 23rd 

continued into early May and good Grannom numbers also. After such a good start, 

expectations were high for the Mayfly. This period however was one of the most frustrating 



 

RIVER TEST 

82 
 

Mayfly hatches I have witnessed since I started at Kimbridge. The odd fish started to take 

Mayfly off the surface by the 12th of the month and although we had some good hatches 

though to the beginning of June it wasn’t a patch on previous years. The amount of fly on the 

water of an evening was very disappointing along with the amount of fish rising to them. The 

best I can sum it up, our Mayfly period just limped along really. 

 

September fishing saved the day, good olive hatches 

and nice rising fish helped the anglers forget about the 

hot weather during July and August when fishing was 

very tough going. 

 

The three weed cuts went fine. All we really cut hard 

was the ribbon weed. Water Crowfoot growth was 

down on last year. This was due to grazing by the large 

family of swans present. Water levels did drop very 

quickly after the June weed cut.  Blanket weed appeared 

from late July, but it did notcover such a big percentage 

of the river bed as in previous years. Fingers crossed this 

will happen again.     

 

Cormorants, herons and otters are all very busy as I 

write this report in November, but heh ho, nothing new in that.   

 

Steven Brown 

 

 

Kimbridge Ginger Beer Beat 

 

The early part of the winter was very 

dry and at Christmas we had concerns 

about flows for the following season. 

The river really was down to its bones. 

The changing patterns of rainfall do 

seem to be repeatedly leaving the river 

short of water at the crucial time for 

the spawning of migratory fish. 

Thankfully, after a couple of quite 

profound cold snaps and a bit of snow, 

the taps opened and the aquifers were 

replenished in time for the start of the 

season. The frosts were good and helped clean the bed of the river of algae. The better flows 

in April also helped give the weed some protection from the swans. We avoided being wiped 

out, unlike the previous season. The late, cold spring was reminiscent of the old days and the 
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fishing was slow to begin with, just brief smatterings of large dark olives to get the fish 

interested during the warmer and more settled parts of the day. Grannom were also in 

evidence, but the fish seem to show little interest in the adults.  European-style nymphing 

techniques were the go-to tactics for much of the time until the Hawthorn finally appeared, 

closely followed by the Mayfly. Mayfly hatches, by modern standards were quite good and 

the fish responded in typical fashion providing some exciting days and later on, quite 

challenging sport once the trout were sated on the abundance of food. 

 

The summer period, which we feared might be very difficult, provided some consistently 

good sport up until the time the heatwave really took hold. Inevitably, the fishing became 

difficult as water temperatures increased but our rods were very understanding and still 

enjoyed spending a relaxing day by the river, perhaps a special picnic with friends or just 

observing and soaking up the beauty of the valley before the cool of evening and casting a 

line. 

 

Encouragingly, there does appear to be a small improvement in numbers in certain ephemerid 

species, but the BWO population still shows little sign of recovery.  Low winter flows, elevated 

phosphate levels combined with fine sediment and other organic residues continue to affect 

the river. Inevitably, their impact becomes more obvious, the further down the river system 

you travel. The positive is that we know these species can recover very quickly given the right 

conditions and there is some very good work being done by all the interested groups and the 

Association to reduce these damaging inputs to the river system. The sharp decline in 

terrestrial insect populations tells us that this is not just an aquatic problem. The banning of 

the use of imidacloprid, clothianidin and thiamethoxam neonicotinoids for the treatment of 

winter sown cereal, beet and rape crops by the EFSA across Europe will hopefully prove to be 

beneficial. I believe it is more than a coincidence, that invert populations declined significantly 

once the use of these chemicals became widespread. Hopefully Brexit won’t result in a U-turn 

on this decision.  

 

Fingers crossed for plenty of rain over the next few weeks and a few hard frosts to set us up 

nicely for next season. 

 

Richard Banbury 
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Timsbury 5 

 

This beat has been leased and 

managed during the trout season by 

Orvis for many years. Whilst parts 

of the main river are more lowland 

river than classic chalkstream in 

appearance, it provides some very 

interesting and enjoyable fishing. 

The beat also includes a delightful 

carrier section which is home to a 

population of very pretty, wild Test 

fish. The surroundings are very 

peaceful, and it is always a delight to watch the deer come out of the cover by the pond in the 

centre of the water meadow to feed in the evenings as the barn owl silently patrols. It is also 

a very good location if you want to witness a Hobby hawking mayflies. This is something I 

have witnessed here many times over the years. 

 

This year, a good mayfly hatch was experienced after a very cold start to the year. There are 

also quite substantial grannom hatches on this beat. The previous season, I shot some video 

of the beat when the air was thick with them but hardly a single fish was inclined to move to 

them. I guess they just don’t taste very nice to Mr. Trout. 

 

The most interesting observation of the season was the explosion of Alder beetles, Agelastica 

alni up and down the river valleys. At Timsbury, the trees were absolutely riddled with them 

and each evening, given a bit of wind, both grubs and adults were falling into the river and 

the fish soon got on them. This left many a chalkstream traditionalist a little bamboozled when 

their Elk Hair Sedge or CDC Olive was totally ignored but the fish were rising with great 

confidence, often moving several feet to intercept their next beetle. Hard to believe these 

beetles were thought to be extinct in the UK not so long ago. 
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The season at Timsbury finished well with some great fun being had when the daddies were 

being blown onto the water. The long, hot summer produced a bumper crop here. The final 

few weeks of the season saw plenty of rising fish, many of which had avoided attention during 

the hot part of the summer. 

 

Richard Banbury 

 

 

Timsbury Fishery 

 

A very wet spring was followed by cold, dry weather, so the start of the season was slow and 

patchy with occasional periods of excellent fishing. This became the theme for the season. 

With the hot summer we were all thinking that the water level would drop dramatically and 

although the level reduced it was nothing like the expected drop. In addition, the water was 

crystal clear and the weed growth excellent, not seen for some years.  

 

Similar to last year, we enjoyed some truly massive hatches of Grannom (Brachycentrus 

Subnubilis), but they did not tempt the fish, which was disappointing given the quantity of 

surface fly.  The Mayfly season lasted for over four weeks, 12 May to 12 June, which is now a 

typical length.  There were some excellent Mayfly evenings, but a fair number of patchy and 

inconsistent days due to the cold nights, which was disappointing. The two most successful 

patterns were the Emerging Mayfly and the Spent Male Mayfly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emerging Mayfly Spent Male Mayfly 
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Biggest fish caught during the mayfly was a brown of 8lbs, with six fish over 5lbs and several 

quite large chub, 4 and 4½lbs, caught on the fly. Principally the “Robjents’ Daddy” supported 

the period from June to the end of July with small Grey Wulff and black CDC catching fish in 

the evenings. Towards the end of July and throughout August, given the very hot weather, 

the flies needed to be smaller, and leaders needed to be lighter.  The smaller flies were the 

black Klinkhammer, a green or black CDC, a Pheasant Tail nymph (PTN) and a Red Shrimp 

The exception to the small size was again, the good, old, Robjents’ Daddy Longlegs. Sedges 

made brief appearances during August but started to appear in numbers at the beginning of 

September. The water, being crystal clear and low, meant the fish were highly visible and 

much harder to catch.  

 

At Timsbury, nymphing is permitted all year round for two reasons: i) they will probably be 

used anyway, and when the fish are recorded the fact that the fish was caught on a nymph 

will not be, thereby misleading others; and ii) nymphing is a highly skilled way of catching 

fish that refuse to come to the dryfly - a very common occurrence in these days of triploid 

trout. 

 

Jon Waller Hills wrote in “A Summer On The Test”, that nymphing was discarded and 

ridiculed to such an extent that those of the school of Halford regarded proponents of 

nymphing, such as Mr Skues, as dangerous heretics. A great deal of water has past under the 

carrier bridge since then and nymphing has become a more and more vital skill on our rivers. 

Not having the ability to use a nymph leaves the angler handicapped and disadvantaged. As 

Waller Hill said,  

 “The art is both difficult and delightful. It demands different qualities, it opens up a new field of 

observation and experiment, and is as an exacting process as the other (dryfly), for upon my word, I 

find the trout harder to catch under the water than on the top”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A little home spun advice when nymphing, avoid using flies with the brass beads, particularly 

in clear water. I think there is a possibility that sunlight reflected in the bead puts off the fish 

as it is about to take the fly. Try to use weighted nymphs with dark coloured beads, usually 

lead, or ideally with the weight tied into the fly so it can’t be seen. I believe this explains why 

so many fish shy away from the fly at the last moment.  

 

The weedcuts generally went very smoothly, with little, if any, disruption after the last 

clearing days. There was plenty of cutting to be done during all three weed periods There 

were reasonable flows in June and July, which moved the weed on very quickly, helping the 

Black CDD Klinkhammer                           (The universal) GRHE 
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clearing process. In August, less weed was cut to maintain levels. The Test and Itchen 

Association Weedcut Wardens, as always, did a good job encouraging everybody to start 

cutting on their designated first day, and clearing off in good time for their downstream 

neighbours to finish their clearing. 

 

I think we cut too much weed, preoccupied by the notion that we won’t make it to through to 

the beginning of the next cut.  Maybe fishers are a bit more understanding than we give them 

credit for. For sure, there are some who want the river to look like a municipal garden and to 

have every opportunity to slaughter as many fish as they can, but most I think these days 

want the river to be natural as possible, and if there is more weed than perhaps desirable, they 

know the reasons why. 

 

Once again, I quote Waller Hills: “Weeds are cut with three objectives:  to allow a free flow of water 

to mills, to leave clear spaces for fishing, and to encourage the growth of fly: and the greater of these is 

the last.  A certain amount must be cut for the miller; but let the cutting always be done by river keepers, 

not by millers; for these cut too close and cut upstream, which is bad, because you are apt to cut the fish.  

Some clearing, too, must be done for the fisherman: but do not fall into the common mistake of over-

cutting.  At the same time do not under-cut.  Keep fly in mind rather than fishermen……….. Most 

owners of water on a chalk stream know, or their keepers know, how to cut weed in order to provide 

clear water for fishing…….. and preservation of fly.” 

 

Timsbury stocked just under 2,000 fish this 

season and returned 1,361, the biggest of 

which was 8lbs. The fishing was hard 

during the hot weather with the fish easy to 

scare for the un-camouflaged and careless. 

This, along with a rather disappointing 

Mayfly, reduced the numbers caught.  2018 

saw the construction of a new fishing lodge 

by a Lockerley-based building company, 

Tenon Ltd. The Weed Cut Wardens have 

described the lodge as having “the finest 

toilet on the Test!” 
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Richard Jacobs, our regular wildlife photographer, took this most wonderful photograph of 

our resident barn owl.  Now we know why water voles are endangered!      

 

 

In addition, Richard took this fantastic photograph of our two kingfishers feeding each other.  

This picture was published in the Sunday Times. 

 

Jonathan Durrant 

 

 

Broadlands 

 

The season started with good flows and 

spring salmon were seen running as early 

as mid-February. The first fish was grassed 

on 27 April, a fine 13lb hen fish taken on the 

swung fly. Water temperatures peaked at 

over 21°c in late May and early June and 

salmon fishing was stopped for a number of 

days. Grilse appeared in mid-June and 

catches were steady till the end of the 

season. The final tally was 60 fish - 20 

salmon and 40 grilse.  

 
First fish of the season at Broadlands 
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Fly life was good; a good show of grannom and hawthorn gave way to large darks, then 

mayfly which came off in abundance through late May. The hatch was completed by June. 

Rainy days mid-season saw some monumental hatches of iron blue whilst hot bright ones 

were very hard work. Late summer evenings were all about blue winged olive spinners and 

sedge returning to the riffles and some excellent sport could be had into dark. 

 

Weed growth was good and three fairly heavy weed cuts were completed on time. 

Interestingly, very little blanket weed took hold this summer, despite the low flows and high 

water temperatures  

 

Winter coarse fishing has been good despite low 

flows and clear water, notable catches include 

roach to 2 lb 7oz, dace to 1lb + and chub over 6lb  

 

Juvenile cormorants returned early ... first ones in 

late July. Dissuasion techniques have proved 

successful. I have also seen a lot more Goosanders 

this winter than usual. A mink was killed this 

summer as well, the first I’ve seen for a good few 

years. 

 

Jon Hall 

 

 

 

Testwood and Nursling 

 

What a year for weather. The salmon season on the Test starts on 1 March and after a long 

winter we were very excited to get the season up and running… however mother nature had 

other plans. The 

opening day of the 

season was cold, 

and the Met Office 

had issued a yellow 

weather warning for 

snow, but this did 

not deter our 

salmon rods! Nick 

Adams and his 

guest turned up at 

the stroke of 9 and 

were very excited to 
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get started. After a good catch up by the woodburner and a cup of tea in the lodge they set 

out. 2 hours later they were back in, rod rings frozen. Snow was starting to settle so they 

packed up and made a hasty retreat back  

to London.  

 

This was the start of a strange season for weather because two weeks later we had more snow, 

and once again the rods turned up for their days fishing and left early worried that they might 

not get home due to snow now laying on the roads. But there was some good news in March 

- we caught the first fish in the second week of the season caught by myself, a lovely hen fish 

of 13 lbs. After that we had to wait until April before we saw another silver tourist banked. 

Because of the snow melt the river was running high and any fish arriving from their winter 

migration were running straight through.    

 

By May, it was looking like it would be a poor season because so few fish were being seen or 

landed. Also, the weather was warming up and the sun was beginning to really beat down in 

the middle of the day. This is not good for any type of fishing for salmon or trout. The Mayfly 

had started by now, but nothing was really rising due to the bright conditions. But some 

diehard trout anglers were having success in the last few hours of the evening when there was 

some great sport. Throughout June, July and August the sun was high and bright, and the day 

time temperatures were well up in the 30s with the odd day in the high 20s. This did not help 

the river water temperature, and once again we had to close the fishery to all salmon fishing 

because the water temperature was reading 19⁰c before 9 o’clock. The majority of the days we 

lost were in the July and August right in the middle of the grilse run. The small number of 

fish we did have entering the river we could not fish for, which was not going to help our end 

of season total. Finally, in the second week of September, the weather broke and the sun was 

losing its strength, we had a drop of rain and the water temperature started to drop but by 

this time the salmon run had finished so anything that was being caught had been in the river 

for a while and seen every fly imaginable.  

 

The sea trout season started off well with some large fish being caught in June. The biggest 

was caught by Rob Reese, a keeper from the Itchen – the fish weighing 11 lbs and “fresh as a 

daisy” (his words not mine). By the end of June, we had 30 sea trout landed, not a huge number 

but a good average sized fish. Gradually, the sea trout fishing started to slow and some nights 

the air temperatures would not drop below 20 degrees, thus not allowing the water 

temperature to drop either. Higher temperature water has less dissolved oxygen and the fish 

just seem to shut down. When we did have the occasional night when it cooled down, it was 

followed by some good sport but by this time the average size of fish was down. We had an 

early run of finnock (the one sea winter sea trout) that arrived in their hundreds. Charlie at 

Nursling reported big shoals of them in the Drawing Room pool and Conigar pool. I 

witnessed large groups running up the river at Testwood. This is a great sign for the future of 

our chalkstream sea trout. We also had reports of them up at Broadlands from riverkeeper 

John Hall.  
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With the end of the season just around the corner, as August turned to September, the sea 

trout fishing started to pick up again. The rods were reporting catches of up to 6 fish being 

caught in one night, but its a case of “too little too late”.  

 

Both end of season catch reports were down 

on the previous year, due to the poor run of 

salmon we had this year and high water 

temperatures affecting the fishing.  

 

Finally, I would like to congratulate Mr Bob 

Noble for catching his first ever chalkstream  

salmon, a fantastic achievement which I’m 

sure he will never forget.   

 

Pete Farrow  
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Bourne Rivulet – Apsley Estate 

 

It was very fortunate, in the event, that we had above average rainfall in both January and 

February and then a foot of snow in March, because after that it didn’t really rain at all until 

the middle of September, but, probably thanks to the snow, we still had a little bit of water 

left at the end of the longest hottest summer since 1976.   

 

As is often the case in cold, high flows, fly life (apart from the unwelcome silt-loving mayfly) 

was poor in the early part of the season, but we did get some reasonable hatches in August 

and September.  As a result of the early season flows, the June weedcut was one of the heaviest 

in recent years, with the whole river jammed with cut weed at one stage.   

 

Once again, the season was characterised by the number of very large fish in the river, and 3 

pounders – which were quite scarce 20 years ago – while not exactly commonplace, are no 

longer as noteworthy.   2 fish in this bracket were caught on the same day last season, which 

I cannot recall happening before.   

 

As elsewhere in the heatwave, those who stayed until the bitter end often did best.  On June 

6th Oli Shuldham caught a fat, near 4lb fish on the Sawmill Shallows on a sherry spinner in the 

gloaming.   It was lying right in front of one of the logs Nick has pegged to the river bed, and 

Oli hooked the log and had to re-tie his leader several times before finally he got the fish to 

take!  Not easy to tie on a new fly at dusk at the best of times, but even harder when your 
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hands won’t stop shaking.  He told me it was the most exciting fish he had ever caught, and 

he has caught a few… 

 

Long term supporter of the Bourne Bo Ivanovic was also rewarded with perhaps the biggest 

fish of the season at 22 inches.  I had seen this monster a couple of days earlier, just 

downstream of the Iron Bridge where it was caught, and it looked more like a grilse than a 

trout, sitting in the middle of this tiny clear stream.   

 

With all these whoppers landed – perhaps a dozen over 3lbs that I know of last season – you 

might think that all is well.  But a big fish year (as Skues understood well) is usually a sign of 

a poor following year class, and 2 big fish years in a row is really a cause for concern.   They 

get big because there is not the usual competition from younger fish.    In the past a poor 

spawning year could usually be attributed to flow conditions, with average flows producing 

the best spawning conditions.   

 

Those, like Andrew Kelton of Fish Legal, who have been fishing the Bourne since the 1970’s, 

are horrified by the relative lack of fish in the river.  The Environment Agency would say that 

by national standards, the fish are still plentiful and that they demonstrate “above average” 

growth rates, so I have given up asking them for help or advice.    

   

When I first fished the rivulet in the early 1990’s, the numbers of fish were extraordinary, and 

wading above the hut you could not help herding several hundred fish of all sizes upstream 

of you – it was impossible not to.  Now you may walk 50 yards without even seeing a fish.  

The fishing is still pretty good, of course, but it suits the specimen hunter better than those 

interested in numbers.  One competent rod reported that he had not caught any of the 

monsters he saw and had “only” landed 3 over 2lb! 

 

It is a reasonable assumption that the ever-increasing salad washing antics of those upstream 

are to blame for the lack of fish and that the phosphate laden sediment choking our spawning 

beds is a big part of the problem.  T&I Director Jeremy Legge came to visit the Bourne in July 

and witnessed huge clouds of fine sediment being mobilised in Vitacress’s discharge channel.    

This stuff affects everything downstream – some of the finer particles may well even reach the 

main river Test and have an impact on invertebrates and spawning there.  The sooner the 

proposed sediment removal measures come into effect the better.  Whether they will work, or 

be in time to save the Bourne’s remaining fly life and its trout, is another question.   

 

William Daniel   
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RIVER DEVER 

 

Bransbury Mill 

 

The year began with no little 

incredulity at the announcement of 

a fine piece of nincompoopery 

surpassed only by Icarus and 

Canute. A proposal was made to 

introduce a swingeing charge 

scheme for applications to 

undertake habitat improvement 

work. Thank you to all who lobbied 

for the proposed charges to be 

dropped. 

 

Winter work saw chainsaws put to full use as dieback increased its insidious grip on ash trees 

in this valley.  Many trees are infected and for the third winter in succession, trees with fifty 

percent of the crown infected that may shed limbs during the summer season were felled.  A 

few walked up days with a small gang of guns revealed a good head of woodcock and duck 

but most pheasants wandered off to blocks of maize on neighbouring land. Cormorants rarely 

fish on this stretch of the Dever, but birds were seen most days making their way up the valley. 

Snow in March brought an influx of teal to the flight pond along with a few snipe in the 

meadow. Late season grayling season saw several fish over two pounds caught. Roach and 

perch remain present in numbers in the deeper water along with a few pike.  What was once 

considered a "normal" amount of winter rain raised the river to a reasonable height in April, 

but the field upstream from here known across the ages as "Spring Bottom" remained spring 

free. It has not contained a spring since the winter of 2013/14 which is a bit of a worry, as it 

used to be a reasonably regular feature from March to May.  

 

Hawthorn hatches were OK as were the 

Mayfly, although not quite as prolific as 

last year.  The June weed cut was an 

enjoyable experience for two reasons. 

There was plenty of verdant weed to cut 

and communication from upstream 

regarding weed on the way was excellent 

and much appreciated.  
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Hatches of olives post mayfly, were a 

bit patchy as were numbers of sedge.  

Numbers of fish caught in the first 

half of the season were up on the last 

two years, and then the sunlit 

uplands of the Dever Valley, heated 

up. For several weeks we experienced 

peak afternoon temperatures of over 

30 degrees, with the top temperature, 

a smidgeon over 37 degrees, recorded 

on 26 July. The Dever was much 

diminished, very warm and brown 

trout found conditions tough, switching to survival mode and going off the feed for much of 

the day. The river water temperature hit the low twenties and an application to stock with 

tilapia and cichlids was briefly considered. The Dever dropped at a remarkable rate, flow from 

springs that sustain this river were much reduced and fishing became very hard.  Watercress 

growth was prolific and helped maintain a reasonable rate of flow, but by the end of 

September the Dever was pinched by cress to a width of only a few feet wide in parts. 

 

The denouement of the trout fishing season saw some springs run dry in this valley for the 

first time in living memory.  Gravels used by brown trout throughout the 27 years I have been 

falling in and out of this river, stood proud of the water once the watercress cashed in its chips 

at the arrival of the first few frosts. Once again groundwater levels were of concern to some 

in the Dever valley.   

 

There is plenty of anecdotal evidence for a chronic depletion of the aquifers in the Dever 

Valley: the field in this valley known across the ages as "Spring Bottom" has remained spring 

free for the past five winters; a local borehole which I can take the lid off to shine a light down 

to make a visual assessment of the groundwater level; the highest point at which the Dever is 

fished on a regular basis has moved downstream (Sutton Scotney Angling Club anyone?); the 

football pitch in Barton Stacey where a spring ditch borders the pitch. Late winter would often 

see a water level in the ditch that made for a soggy corner of the pitch and an alternative venue 

would have to be sought for the final few matches of the season. Since 2013 all home fixtures 

have been completed successfully.  

 

Unfortunately, groundwater level data collected for the Dever Valley does not reflect this 

anecdotal evidence of a diminishing groundwater resource, which is both a mystery and a 

worry, as it is all too obvious to even these addled and ageing eyes.  

 

Thirty years ago, I was briefly employed at a trout hatchery on the River Chess, a chalkstream 

in Buckinghamshire. A million gallons a day of spring water naturally spewed forth from the 

loins of the earth enabling over a million trout eggs a year to be laid down and hatched off.  

Not much water gives forth these days on the site and you certainly couldn't run a hatchery.  
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The rivers Chess, Beane, and Misbourne stand as testament to the chronic depletion of a 

groundwater resource and the subsequent impact upon chalk rivers.  

 

Don't let's let it happen in this valley, eh? 

 

Chris de Cani 
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Norman Court Fishery 

 

What a difference a year makes! Plenty of rain last winter followed by a wet spring, including 

a large dump of snow in early March, all helped to restore a good flow rate that was sustained 

throughout our season. I feared for loss of water during our heatwave summer, but despite 

slowly dropping as September arrived it has held up really well. The fast flow really 

encouraged weed growth and we enjoyed the best amount of Ranunculus, starwort and water 

parsnip in our stream for some years, despite the close attention and insatiable appetites of 

our pair of resident swans and their 5 cygnets. 
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Our season opened on 1st May with the river looking its spring best and lots of fish of all sizes 

to be seen in the clear water, with the occasional trout rising to small Olives. Fly life did not 

really pick up until the second week with the emergence of the first Mayfly. This accelerated, 

especially into the third week in the early evenings with large hatches, and again towards the 

end of the month, while the Fishing Register records exceptionally heavy falls of Spent on the 

evenings of 30 May and 4 June. It was a delightful month to be on the river bank and I have 

rarely seen the Anton looking better.  

 

All good things come to an end and as usual. After the feasting on the Mayfly that we so much 

enjoy, the fish became increasingly shy as June advanced. Tempting them was not helped by 

the long hours of bright sunshine and it was frustrating to see time and again the fish come 

and look at the fly and slowly sink or turn away. There was unbroken sunshine for a couple 

of weeks at the end of June and into July and news reports said that the month of June was 

the driest on record. The temperature climbed still further and in July and August there were 

days when it was simply too hot to fish. Those who fished the early morning or stayed on to 

fish the late evenings in cooler conditions did have occasional success. As mentioned earlier, 

it was pleasing that our water level and flow rate held up so well in these extreme conditions. 

Our diary records an occasional good hatch of BWO, usually in the evenings, and some Sedge 

would appear at any time of day during the warm summer weather. 
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Mid-August brought welcome rain with some heavy showers towards the end of the month. 

The fish remained very spooky and fishing success usually went to those fishing tiny flies on 

fine leaders. There were a couple of huge grayling that suddenly appeared, sitting between 

pockets of weed beneath overhanging branches in an uncatchable position, exciting everyone 

who saw them. After a couple of weeks of putting up with the leaves and low branches over 

their heads shaking as fishermen tried to retrieve their nymphs, they had enough and 

disappeared. Perhaps they will return next season even bigger. 

 

For the first time invasive ribbon weed appeared in a few sheltered places and was dug out 

before it could take too strong a hold. It was particularly pleasing that for the second year 

running we saw no blanket weed to disfigure the stream late in the season. As summer turned 

to autumn the river remained as beautiful as ever with stunning colours in the foliage along 

the banks in the sunshine. More grayling were caught this season while the trout were there 

in the same numbers as most years. On balance, it has been a better season for us thanks to a 

good water level and a brilliant start in the month of May. 

 

Two days ago, lifting my spirits, I saw the first two trout redds cut below our weir in the main 

stream and another two at the top of the beat in the fast running shallows. I hope to see many 

more before the end of the year.  

 

David James 
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Holbury Lakes 

 

Holbury Lakes managed to provide good fishing throughout the summer because the aquifer 

at the Blue Pool continued to supply a more than sufficient quantity of cool water. The Dun 

river flow was, however, increasingly diminished as the summer went on and although the 

new fish pass was working well throughout, it was of no benefit because the lower pass at 

Lockerley Mill was not working. Hopefully remedial works have been implemented in 

October. 

 

Fly life was mediocre, at best, on the river. The water in the lakes and river remained very 

clear of algal growth and discolouration. Dorjee was a popular manager of the fishery 

providing support and help for the many new fishermen and ‘fishwives’ - their own 

description of themselves - who were made most welcome.  Sadly, the electric buggy was 

hardly used by the more disabled, but they were able to get to the furthest lake by car in the 

dry weather. 

 

The ever-popular wild flower meadow was rather late in its flowering, because of our best 

efforts at weed control. 
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Fly-fishing instructors gathered very regularly on Sundays, making use of the large lawn in 

front of the fishing barn. 

 

Salmon parr having been seen a mile or so downstream early in the year, we pray for the 

arrival of salmonids before too long.  

 

Roger Henderson 

 

 

NWFFA Beat 

 

Fortunately, after the very dry season last year, heavy rain through the first months of 2018 

brought water levels back up and washed out plenty of silt, with several patches of new clear 

gravel evident along the beat after the winter. Despite the subsequent very hot and dry 

summer, water levels stood up quite well through the season. The benefit of the berms and 

deflectors installed the previous year was evident in higher flow rates along some stretches 

and more Ranunculus appearing, although water parsnip continues to predominate. There 

were no issues with fluctuating water levels in the main river during the dry weather, perhaps 

because the fish bypasses now installed upstream require a minimum depth of water. 

 

Despite more heavy rain before the beginning of 

the season, a first weed cut went ahead in the 

second week of April. Mid-April saw a good hatch 

of alder fly and dark olives. Early in May there 

were plenty of Hawthorn about.  By mid-May there 

were some reasonable hatches of mayfly, although 

the fish were not showing much interest. Towards 

the end of the month the hatches were very good, 

with a much better appetite amongst the fish for 

taking them and plenty of mayfly dances to be 

seen. By June the weed growth was considerable 

and so a heavy cut was necessary, although water 

levels stood up well. However, with the hot and 

dry weather continuing, the weed cuts in both July 

and August were kept light to help to maintain 

water levels as much as possible. Fishing 

conditions were challenging although some good catches were recorded in September and 

towards the end of the season. 

 

Riverfly monitoring checks through the year have shown a healthy and varied population of 

the target types well above the trigger level for any concern.  There have been sightings of at 

least one eel and a water vole on the beat. A pair of swans visited early on, mainly on the 

lower part of the beat, but they did not nest. 
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With plenty of rainfall in November, the outlook for water levels next year is improving. More 

rainfall through the winter coupled with continuing benefits from the river improvement 

works should augur well for a good fishing season next year.  

 

Heather Kirk 
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RIVER ITCHEN 

 

Cheriton Mill – Cheriton Stream 

 

Another year has flown by! – we enjoyed good flows at the beginning of the year with strong 

Ranunculus growth but also the usual invasion by water parsnip and reeds from the stream 

edges! - hence a constant battle to keep them at bay and seek the balance between a fishable 

stream and providing cover for the trout from avian predators.  

 

The flows dropped back significantly as we got into the summer to the point where we became 

worried about the supply to the mill stream that we have to maintain as well as to the fishing 

beat. Being so close to the source of the Itchen means we are completely reliant on the flows 

from the aquifers at the head of the catchment alone. So, rising abstraction and low rainfall 

hits the levels and flow hard, which also brings issues with sediment deposition.  

 

We have been carrying out monthly monitoring of invertebrates for a number of years and no 

substantial changes year on year. Low numbers of Gammarus but a huge population of small 

cased caddis always on the river bed. Always a number of large and small Bullheads in the 

net, indicating a healthy river! 

 

We have not seen any large hatches of river flies, rather more modest hatches. Let’s hope that 

all the initiatives that are in hand or afoot for the headwaters of our rivers bear fruit in 

improving invertebrate life, despite the challenges of climate change. I am encouraged by the 

large numbers of like-minded souls I meet at events such as the Vitacress Conservation Trust 

Conference, T&I Association Members Days and other events where people interested in 

improving river water quality and quantity gather.   

 

The beat has been lightly fished again with many of our anglers struggling to catch the elusive 

‘jewels’ that call the beat home. However, there have been a number of sightings of good-

sized trout. Despite our WTT Auction winner having a torrentially wet day in May he 

managed 6 fish and commented – ‘The fishing was just amazing and the location is just 

beautiful.’ 

 

However, as they say, all good things must come to an end and unfortunately this is likely to 

be my last report to the Association as the Sussex Piscatorial Society are not going to renew 

the fishing agreement for the beat at the end of March. I have been privileged to be the keeper 

of this amazing stretch of ‘pristine’ chalk stream albeit for a short tenure. I will miss the peace 

and tranquillity and joys of wading, weed cutting and maintaining the beat. I sincerely hope 

the owner will find a new custodian/s who will care for this unique and precious stretch of 

our heritage.   

 

Chris Mitchell  
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Borough Farm 

 

Our season opened in mid-May with 4 young fishermen selected by the Fly Fishers’ Club to 

fish a chalkstream.  They caught 19 fish between them and one expressed his delight at 

catching his first chalkstream brown trout. 

 

Luckily, this was before our resident cob, protecting his 5 cygnets, began to terrorise our 

fishermen again in early June, and continued to patrol the river aggressively through much of 

the season - the same swan which displayed similar behaviour last year, when it attacked one 

of our fisherman.  They were followed later in the season by another pair with 7 cygnets 

patrolling the Tichbourne stream, but in this case not as aggressive as our resident cob.  More 

help is needed to control these swans and their numbers. 

 

In late June 6 weeks of very hot weather commenced with temperatures at times of 30-32⁰C.  

Despite this, 8 healthy brown trout were caught on the hottest day averaging 1¼lbs. 

 

Fishing late, one hot evening on June 27th, I saw 2 otters frolicking and playing as they made 

their way up river under the old railway bridge, oblivious of my presence.  In contrast the end 

of the season saw the return of the cormorants, on two occasions one emerged from under the 

railway bridge and fished the garden stretch – with impunity! 

 

Days fished 21, with a total of 92 fish caught and all but 2 browns returned. 

 

Brown trout – 90 – largest 2½lbs 

Grayling – 2 

No Rainbow trout were caught. 

 

Lord Ribeiro 

 

 

Itchen Stoke Mill 

 

Another year and no sign that the river is coming back to its best days.  In the early part of the 

season when the weather was wet and cold no hatches of fly and virtually no fly at all were 

observed. This would not have been credible thirty years ago. Thereafter the mayfly seem 

better able to cope with whatever is polluting the river, but were less prolific than the numbers 

that have become usual in recent years.  

 

The water levels held up well through the drought and there were both trout and grayling 

taking off the surface most days and evenings although there was never a heavy hatch of fly. 

With scarcely any gammmarus the trout that there are don’t put on weight as they once did. 

This is evident from photographs taken when a brace or two brace were being killed and often 

photographed after a day’s fishing. These old photographs show clearly that by July the fish 
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were consistently much deeper in shape than they are now. They may also have been harder 

to catch because of the time they spent tailing in starwort, heads down and tails breaking the 

surface, and because there was often enough fly on the water for them to be extremely 

discriminating.  

 

Now, in January, there is a striking fall in the number of redds, but the most optimistic view 

is that the fish may have moved further upstream to spawn or the warm December may have 

upset their timetable. 

 

Roger Harrison 

 

 

Yavington Fishery 

 

This season we have had very high water levels even during the hot and dry weeks.  There 

has also been vigorous weed growth, especially Ranunculus. The river looked to be in very 

good order, though as the season progressed the presence of blanketweed spoiled the 

appearance in some places. 

 

Insect life has been poor. Kick samples produced low counts, especially of Gammarus. 

There were few fish rising on most days, even when it was known that at the same time, there 

were rising fish below Winchester. Warm evenings would sometimes produce more vigorous 

rises, mostly to BWO spinners.  The mayfly hatch was less than in recent years. On occasion, 

when duns or spinners were on the water, the fish seemed to take no notice.  September was 

a little better, with some pale watery olives hatching during the day. 

 

Generally, this was a disappointing season with a worrying paucity of fly life. There must be 

some environmental factors which are responsible. The lack of a phosphate stripper in the 

Arlesford water treatment works may be a factor to investigate. 

 

Vicky Reed 

 

 

Ovington & Lower Chilland 

 

2018 was easily the worst season on this stretch since 1978 when I started keeping records.  In 

17 visits I never saw a single proper hatch or rise. There were a few very late night spinner 

falls.  Trout were few and thin. Gammarus counts farcically low. There is nothing for the fish 

to eat. 

 

Bo Ivanovic 
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Martyr Worthy 

 

The fishing season began slowly with little fly life, few fish showing, and poor water clarity. 

However, as May drew on the fishing improved significantly with good hatches of olives and 

an abundance of mayfly, and by the end of June the river was almost gin clear.  

 

Aquatic weed was slow to grow, unlike beats further upstream, and no weed was cut until 

the June weedcut by which time there was plenty of Ranunculus. Despite the onset of 

prolonged hot and dry weather conditions, the river continued to fish well and looked 

wonderful until early August when blanket weed took over with a vengeance throughout 

most of the fishery. Fishing became difficult and weedcutting dispiriting with so much algae 

to contend with. Where there was open gravel it was pleasing to see a good showing of this 

year’s trout fry. Otters have been prevalent throughout the year and mink have been trapped 

with disappointing regularity. So another year passes without a single water vole to be seen. 

 

Simon Ffennell 

 

 

Easton – TLB below Easton Bridge 

 

A reasonable winter for rain 

saw the season start with a good 

head of water and weed that 

required cutting in April for the 

first time in a few years on this 

stretch of river. Early flurries of 

grannom drew the eye of 

resident brown trout but were 

ignored by spawning grayling, 

some substantial specimens 

moving out of the road bridge 

pool to spawn on the shallows 

above.  Mayfly fishing was all 

that it should be, but not 

spectacular, although summer hatches of all types of olives were a little disappointing and 

certainly down on last year. Clever camera work by one of the natives confirms that otters are 

thriving on this stretch of the Itchen, as are swans, many of which are surprisingly transient 

in the middle of the night.  Weed growth remained vigorous throughout the summer with 

ribbon weed very much to the fore.  Hot weather in July and August saw the river temperature 

soar to twenty-two celsius and most fish hunkered down to feed briefly in the last knockings 

of the day.  September saw the reappearance of the gravel bar sticking out of the centre of the 

river, an increasing occurrence in recent years.  
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The work carried out this year by the Association to assess the number of swans on the Upper 

Itchen with a view to reducing their impact is much appreciated.  

 

Bill Tibbits 

 

 

Easton Fishing Syndicate 

 

Our stretch of the Itchen remained pretty low for 

most of last winter, more obvious on the upper 

part of the fishery as the bottom end has an old 

weir holding the level up. Luckily the rain in the 

spring and good weed growth improved things 

later on. The water clarity was very good this 

season, the best I've seen it in the twenty years 

I've been working here. 

 

The house martins and swallows seemed to 

arrive a lot later in the year, well into April in 

any numbers. More cuckoos were heard this 

year though. An otter was seen twice by one of 

our rods, whether or not he was lucky is up for 

debate! 

 

The mayfly hatch started in late May for us, then 

seemed to slow down and start again in early 

June, when some good hatches were had. There 

was quite a good hawthorn hatch in April. Nice 

as the summer was, the heat did limit day time 

observations and fishing. However, there were 

some good trout catches even in the very hot 

weather, with one at 4 lbs at the end of May, 

almost a record on our stretch. Plenty of grayling 

were seen this year, with a few fish over 2lbs showing up again. They were a lot harder to 

catch this season, perhaps due to the very clear water or the otter chasing them about. I also 

spotted what I think was a small shoal of roach for the first time. We have a few pike but 

unfortunately no salmon were seen in 2018. 

 

The very hot weather certainly encouraged good vegetation growth this summer and it was 

difficult to keep up with it at times. It certainly let the wasps make a comeback as more nests 

were found than for a few years. 

 

Otter at work 
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By late summer the water level was dropping again. This does affect our carrier quite badly. 

Historically there were hatches on the main river to divert flow but they are long gone. This 

was followed by a huge growth in watercress which nearly covered the carrier in places and 

had to be cleared in October to free the silt. I know this was a real issue too at the top of the 

Itchen around Tichborne. There seems to be more of it each year now.  As this is written water 

levels are still low but the flows have improved.  

 

Patrick Moyle 

 

 

Orvis Abbots Worthy Beat 

 

It was a late start with large dark olive 

activity limited to short periods but 

once it warmed up the fishing was 

excellent with rising fish to be found 

throughout the beat. Each year 

Mayfly numbers seem to increase. It’s 

hard to believe that there were none 

here 20 years ago.  The magnificent 

ancient ash tree on the south bank 

which provides a Constable-like 

frame to the view up river is now 

beginning to show signs of disease. 

The local council tree expert has inspected it and thankfully seems to believe it will be good 

for a few more years yet.  

 

We have had regular sightings of otters on the beat this year and signs of their runs and 

spraints can be found. It’s a pity we can’t train them not to predate on our specimen grayling. 

These seem to be their favourite dinner, but I think most rods enjoy seeing them and don’t 

begrudge them a few fish. We have always had them on this part of the upper Itchen. I suspect 

if eel populations were more robust, they would be less interested in catching Thymallus. I 

always think big grayling are a bit dozy…not the quickest out of the blocks at signs of danger. 

This winter will see some restoration works to the main channel and take-off to Fulling Mill 

Carrier which is being carried out as part of the Test & Itchen Restoration strategy. This will 

improve flow through what was an over-deepened and impounded part of the river and will 

significantly improve the habitat. As I write this report, we have sadly incurred a last-minute 

delay due to some insurance issues, but it looks like this is on its way to be being resolved and 

works will take place early in the New Year. We are very excited at the prospect of 

significantly increasing the amount of suitable spawning habitat and being able to restore this 

stretch to a true wild fishery with no stocking. 

 

Richard Banbury 
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Piscatorial Society - The Grange Estate, Abbots Worthy and Abbots Barton 

 

A very different opening to the 2018 season than the previous, a full recharge of the aquifers 

meant plenty of water to start and not quite so tinged with algal bloom.  Having said that, the 

weed was slow to get away (May onwards) so instream cover was sparse.  Some good early 

hatches of fly but any surface activity was limited to tight under the margins and woody 

structures due to the poor weed cover in the channel. Good numbers of Hawthorn on the 

Abbots Worthy and Abbots Barton beats. 

 

As the season moved into May, the weed grew in profusion and all beats looked as good as 

they ever have.  The Mayfly came on steadily from about the third week in May and once 

again saw some enormous hatches on the Grange beat.  Elsewhere, the Mayfly came off in a 

more constant/prolonged trickle.  The sun then blazed on through June, July and August 

making for some very challenging fishing during the day.  As ever, throughout this period, 

the best of it was to be had in the evenings, evenings that saw some of the best blue winged 

olive spinner falls I have seen in 20 years on the river.  The one drawback to all that glorious 

sunshine was the amount of blanket weed that took hold of the river from July onwards, a 

problem that is particularly evident on the Grange and Abbots Worthy beats.  The high levels 

of blanket weed, exacerbated by the prolonged fine sunny conditions that prevailed to the end 

of the season, made for some awkward grayling fishing, especially on the wading stretches.   

 

As I write this (late) in mid-January, the blanket weed has disappeared and the fish are 

spawning in earnest.  All we need now is a good dollop of rain to get things started for the 

next season and who knows what that might bring.   

 

Craig Dawson 

 

 

Pudding Farm 

 

The period from New Year to March was dominated by some really cold weather.  A time of 

hard frosts, biting winds and more than the odd snowfall.  By the end of January there were 

clear indications that the springs from Springvale and further down had broken and the little 

Nun’s Stream sparkled and chuckled its way over pristine gravel. Little shoals of minnows 

seemed to congregate and ‘bask’ in whatever small patches of sunlight managed to break 

through.  These attracted the daily attention of a resident pair of kingfishers that made our 

‘river duties’ somewhat more tolerable during those cold, dark days.  Levels were good and 

encouraging along this small winterbourne and, as usual, crystal clear.  Which was in stark 

opposition to the overall turbidity of the Barton carrier.  Each winter and spring this seems to 

become worse than the previous year and such a pronounced difference to the water quality 

of forty, or more, years ago. 
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When spring and the new season arrived, there was a noticeable lack of up-winged flies.  The 

Barton Carrier produced the odd large dark olive, but nothing rose to take them.  Our little 

Nun’s Stream had a few small, wild, trout easily visible in the clear water taking nymphs and 

foraging in the beds of starwort, but there was little disturbance at the surface.  By the time it 

came to managing the grass along the banks of the Barton Carrier, we were unable to access 

the east bank with a machine due to unusually high river levels.  We therefore had to cut 

where possible with a strimmer and that was a miserable business.  The Nun’s Stream and 

Barton right bank was, thankfully, accessible with the ‘ride-on’ however. 

 

Once again, I witnessed very few hawthorn flies at the end of April and into May and it was 

only towards the month’s end that there was any serious hatch of mayfly (Danica).  Indeed, 

the usual mayfly ‘carnival’ was an intermittent and fairly unpredictable affair, unusually.  On 

the days when there was anything like ‘substantial’ surface insects, there were very few rising 

trout although some good grayling gorged themselves.  Generally, through the season hatches 

of fly were pretty poor and there was clearly a lack of trout in the Barton Carrier. 

 

The left bank of our stretch of the Barton Carrier became progressively overwhelmed through 

the summer and this made any serious streamside management impossible.  As a result, the 

length became virtually impossible to fish from that eastern bank.  As it happened, we had 

very few fishing guests this year and so it is also impossible to make any serious judgement 

on whatever quality of fishing might have been available.  Towards the back-end of the 

summer, approaches to our neighbours paid-off and water levels became restored to near 

normal.  We therefore hope that following some drying-out, we might be able to restore the 

fishable length of this vital stretch this coming autumn and winter. 

 

There is also a noticeable increase in pike numbers and this situation will require some careful 

observation and deliberation.  Recent high winds have brought with them a rising toll of tree-

work as well as the usual list of work required in repairing and/or replacing various items of 

river furniture. 

 

Roy Darlington 

 

 

Winchester College 

 

The year started with the last few salmon cutting their redds, along with one or two wild trout 

working in the shallows and smaller back streams.  Several carcasses, some of significant sized 

unspent salmon, were found on the banks. These having fallen foul to otters and herons.  

 

The mild start quickly gave way to a cold spell, which lasted almost until the beginning of the 

season. This led to some pretty sparse looking margins, as well as a slow start to the weed 

growth under the water. In between the heavy rainfalls during the spring months, there were 
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some nice hatches of Grannoms, Hawthorns, iron blues and olives. The fish were rising to, 

albeit with no real pattern but often after a downpour. 

 

We were sad to say goodbye to John Jackson, our assistant river keeper in April, as he moved 

over to the test to take up the headkeeper’s position, at Marsh Court. We wish him well and 

are sure many of you will bump into him there on the bank. 

 

 As the spring progressed, we began to see a few mayfly coming off from their first week in 

May onwards, but due to the wet weather, the hatch was a steady affair, over almost 4 weeks, 

as opposed to one week of madness. Nothing matches seeing the spents falling with the fish 

eager to clear up the mess. 

 

The College has continued to work with the Wessex Chalk Streams and Rivers Trust, on the 

Winchester College Rivers Project. This is a great project where each year, since 2015, together 

we have provided up to 200 local primary school children with the opportunity to learn about 

life in and around the river. Pupils arrive by the minibus-load in all weathers, showing real 

enthusiasm and keen to learn about their local environment. 

 

Following the Mayfly, there were some noticeable hatches of olives and sedges, often starting 

late in the evening and going on well past dusk.  Thank goodness for a very wet spring. It was 

followed by a very hot, dry drawn out summer. The rising water temperatures made the fish 

a little sluggish and very reluctant to come to the surface for food, with a large proportion of 

the July and August fishing being taken with a nymph. The water was running very clear 

throughout the summer, which helped to provide some good weed growth. This helped to 

provide some great habitat for fly life, as well as helping to hold up the water levels.  

 

The season ended in October, with slightly more trout recorded than the previous year, and 

the most popular fly, obviously being the Mayfly. The salmon began to appear in late 

November, but not in any great number so hopefully they will have a successful spawning 

season.  The fish stocks in the stews this winter suffered badly from fungus yet again. This is 

a problem suffered every year with our native strain diploid fish.  

 

As we start 2019 with a very dry January, I wish you all a happy new year, and tight lines for 

the coming season. 

 

Mark Sankey 

 

 

Bishopstoke Fishing Club 

 

As I write, the water is low but crystal clear and in the autumn sunlight it is gleaming with 

white gravel and emerald weed. Perhaps helped by the strong water flow in the Spring and 

the heat of the summer, this has been one of our best years for weed growth. The Ranunculus 
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bloomed in spectacular white “fields”, especially at Otterbourne and above Highbridge. 

However, we also endured a strong appearance of blanket weed in mid-summer – a scourge 

much associated with the input of phosphates from farming upstream.  

 

Fly life has also been vigorous.  In springtime we again saw plenty of Hawthorn and Grannom 

and there have been clouds of Blue Winged Olive throughout the season. There was a rather 

erratic Mayfly season, followed by a heatwave in the summer that seemingly debilitated the 

anglers as much as it did the fish.  However, the heat also triggered many weeks of the 

heaviest evening rises that we have seen for years, treating members to a dusky taste of the 

“olden days”.       

 

As has been expressed to us by so many of our members and their guests, the quality of the 

fish and of the fishing was excellent throughout the season. Most satisfying has been the 

marked increase in the population of wild fish, especially above Otterbourne and at Lower 

Bishopstoke.  

 

So many of the comments that we receive from members and their guests are that they revel 

in the sheer beauty and diversity of our environment; in the life and flora on its banks; and in 

the bliss of just being on the river. It is indeed a privilege to be able to enjoy this, and important 

that it is appreciated.   

 

So much derives from the expert work throughout the year of our River Keepers, Peter and 

Philip. They maintain the water and ecosystem of our beats in marvellous condition and their 

knowledge is greatly appreciated by our members and the many organisations with whom it 

is shared. 

 

Of course, there needs to be 

continuous attention to 

doing whatever is possible 

to ensure that this 

environment is sustainable. 

There are plenty of threats. 

While there is a certain 

inevitability about changing 

climate; Britain’s regulatory 

relationship with the EU; 

and urbanisation, there is 

much that we can do to 

bolster our defences, and 

we are working hard in this 

direction. 
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Our regulatory status helps. The EU requires even higher standards of environmental 

protection through the SAC designation than is required of an SSSI, but we are fortunate to 

hold the status of both. We constantly remind Councils, politicians and developers of the need 

to respect the nature and value of our SAC/SSSI heritage.   

 

We have active working relationships with the Environment Agency; Natural England; our 

landowning neighbours and - increasingly important for the future - the local community. In 

that context, we have hosted our first children’s river education day, for Twyford Primary 

School, which was organised by the Wessex Chalk Streams & Rivers Trust (WCSRT). The 

Police have recently walked our banks and assured us of a stronger response to threats from 

trespassers on our property.  

 

We support and work with many charitable organisations who defend the chalk stream 

environment, including the WCSRT; the Wild Trout Trust; The Hampshire & Isle of Wight 

Wildlife Trust; Salmon & Trout Conservation (S&TC) and the Test & Itchen Association. We 

have also hosted days on the Club’s water to raise funds for selected charities. 

 

There have been some conservation successes this year. A campaign led by S&TC may have 

ended the chlorine-based salad washing at Alresford which, like the watercress farming, has 

for years been discharging harmful chemicals into the Itchen. Southern Water have made 

funds available for river protection as an adjunct to their water abstraction controls. Action 

against Destructive Development (ADD) have mobilised effective resistance to Eastleigh 

Borough Council’s development plans; not that these have been abandoned by the EBC. 

 

A most significant new development at the BFC this year has been the addition of the Lower 

Bishopstoke Fishery to the Club’s fishing portfolio. This is a beautiful stretch of the River and, 

as a recognised salmon fishery with a healthy population of wild trout, it is complementary 

to our other beats.  

 

Within our calendar of members’ social events, very important is our Family Day, on which 

we introduce young family members to angling and river life; this year including tuition from 

Charles Jardine. Indeed, inspiring the next generation of anglers is an important key to our 

sustainability. It is also important and pleasing that our members make time to engage with 

the Club in all its aspects and to address the challenges that I have mentioned.    

   

Mick Green 
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RIVER MEON 

 
Portsmouth Services Fly Fishing Association 

 

As we all know, this year began with very cold, wet and even snowy 

conditions thanks to the “Beast from the East”. Undeterred as always and well before the start 

of the fishing season, our team of dedicated volunteer keepers were working hard to improve 

the quality of our beats throughout the winter months. At the start of the season the river was 

very full and bankside areas extremely wet underfoot, so a careful approach was very much 

the order of the day and fishing with a heavy nymph pattern certainly proved to be the most 

successful early season tactic.  

The Meon continued to provide 

exceptionally good quality wild 

brown trout fishing throughout the 

season, which is evident from this 

year’s fishing returns which showed 

267 trout caught, 98% of which were 

safely returned. Interestingly, the rod 

average for the Meon, equated to 2.6 trout per visit, slightly out 

performing our Itchen beats, which averaged 2.2 trout per visit. 

 

The 2018 season saw the 

Environment Agency, in 

collaboration with Exeter 

University, undertake a study 

to determine the origins of the 

salmon found in the Meon. 

This led to an electro-fishing 

survey being undertaken on 

one of our lower beats. Below 

is an excerpt from their initial 

report, which gives an interesting insight into the importance of the Meon as a salmon 

spawning river and acts as a reminder that we are the custodians of these unique habitats. 

 

“Having conducted numerous fish surveys throughout the Meon catchment over the past 18 years or 

so, I have never seen such abundance of salmon parr at any other location, so I’m confident to conclude 

that this reach is probably of high importance to the sustainability of Meon salmon”. 

Dom Longley  

Senior Environmental Monitoring Officer  

 

Wishing you all “Tight Lines” for the 2019 season. 

 

Matt Owen-Farmer 

Pictures courtesy of Andy 

Ford 
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