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Editor’s Note 

 
I hope you enjoy reading the Association’s 2017 Rivers Report. Jacqui and I have had a lot of 

fun pulling it together. 

 

As always, the core of the publication is the reports we have received from fisheries up and 

down the rivers on the 2017 season. Thank you to all those who have contributed. But there is 

much else besides. Members of the Association’s Board were invited to share a riverside 

moment from 2017 which captured for them the magic of the chalkstreams. You can read what 

some of them had to say in Tales from the Boardroom. Ron Dadswell reflects on almost 20 

years patrolling the banks of the Test as an Association Warden. The first two recipients of the 

newly-established Keepers’ Bursary tell us how they used the money they received from the 

Association. And we have two articles on major river restoration projects. 

 

In a new departure, a couple of articles touch on the inspiration the chalkstreams provide for 

the artistic community. Kate Measham describes a painter’s journey down the Test, from 

source to sea. And there is a review of CHALK, a superb new film about the chalkstreams. 

 

You are all concerned about water quality. I asked two of the watercress companies to tell us 

about what they are doing to minimise their impact on the Chalkstream environment. You 

might not agree with everything they have to say, but I think you will find the articles of 

interest. And the Environment Agency share with us the results of their fish monitoring work 

in 2017. 

 

Some of the more eagle-eyed amongst you commented on inconsistent editing of last year’s 

Report. I am almost certainly guilty of the same offence this year. I have tried, but the editing 

is deliberately light touch. I wanted our contributors to tell their story as much as possible in 

their own words.  

 

Do get in touch if you have an idea for next year’s Report, or would like to write something 

yourself. The chalkstreams should provide no shortage of inspiration.  

 
Jeremy Legge 
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Chairman’s Foreword 
 

2017 was a busy year for the Association. The Membership Survey at the beginning of the year 

gave the Board a good idea of where you wanted us to focus the Association’s efforts. We 

subsequently invested heavily in invertebrate monitoring, both in paying for the expert 

collection and analysis of Spring and Autumn samples on the Test, Itchen and Meon, and by 

providing training for new and existing monitors to make a sophisticated and robust 

monitoring programme sustainable. We have been actively supporting efforts by the 

Environment Agency to limit the abstraction of water from the rivers and aquifer. We have 

collected data on swan damage as part of an effort to find a solution to what is a serious 

problem. And much else besides. 

 

Nothing can be achieved in isolation. Time invested in building good relations with 

organisations such as Salmon and Trout Conservation UK, the Wessex Chalkstreams and 

Rivers Trust, the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, the Wild Trout Trust and others 

has paid dividends. This approach has provided opportunities for coordinated action, leading 

to more impact on the regulatory bodies and other key organisations active in the river 

catchments such as the water companies. You want us to collaborate with like-minded 

organisations, not compete. That is what we have done. 

 

We have made an effort to keep you better informed about what we are up to on your behalf, 

and to give you opportunities to tell us what is important. There were well-attended meetings 

for river owners in the Spring. There were good turnouts for the AGM in May and at a 

Members Day in November. Feedback on the regular newsletters has been uniformly positive. 

 

You make all this possible through your subscriptions. Having more members now than one 

year ago has helped us avoid subscription increases for the fourth year in a row. Healthy 

reserves have enabled us to invest in what matters most to you.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Clay Brendish CBE 

Chairman 
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Executive Director’s Report 
 

 
 

I need do nothing more than look out of my window at the Association’s office in Kimbridge 

for inspiration about what to include in my report on 2017. The stories are right there in front 

of me. Sodden riverside meadows under a leaden sky speak of a wet winter to date after all 

the concerns in 2017 about the lack of rain. Clear water runs over the river weed in the small 

carrier where we ran all our invertebrate monitoring training courses. A pair of swans feast 

themselves in the main river, having moved on their nine cygnets. A cormorant circles 

overhead. A large splash on one of the two fishing lakes betrays the presence of a large trout. 

If I use a little artistic licence, I could say an Environment Agency van comes up the drive, 

having passed the Southern Water van parked outside the main entrance. The resident 

kingfisher surveys the scene from his riverside perch, before flying off in a flash of blue and 

gold. 

 

Strong flows of crystal clear water are one of the essential ingredients of any chalk stream 

image. In the first half of 2017 it looked increasingly as if that vision would prove elusive. By 

June, we had had the 12 driest consecutive months in the Test and Itchen catchments since 

1976. The rivers were low and the aquifers were depleted. River keepers were doing very little, 

if any, weed cutting in an effort to maintain river levels. The capricious weather gods then 

served up some rain: the combined rainfall total in July and August was the third highest in 

the Lower Test and Itchen valleys in a record going back to 1910. River flows stabilised, even 

if they never fully recovered. And rain at that time of year has little impact on groundwater 

levels anyway. A dry October and November added to concerns, before December delivered 

a deluge welcomed by the chalkstream community if few others. I use the nearby Somborne 

as my own indicator of groundwater levels. It started flowing again in mid-January, the first 

time I had seen any water in it for over one year. I am clearly in danger of becoming a rainfall 

“obsessive”, but rain is so critical to the health of what we all hold dear that a little obsession 

is understandable. Fingers remain crossed that the rest of the winter is as wet as December 

was. 
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At the beginning of 2017 we surveyed the Association’s membership. The survey told the 

Board what my riverbank conversations had been telling me since I started in the role in June 

2016. The most pressing concerns of the membership were water quantity and quality, as 

reflected in the fly life the rivers could support, and the damage being done to river weed by 

swans. On water quality we invested heavily in expert invertebrate monitoring. As part of 

Salmon and Trout Conservation UK’s River Fly Census, we funded the collection and expert 

analysis by Aquascience of invertebrate samples on the Test and Itchen and, for the first time, 

on the Meon. We have the results of the Spring samples and are expecting the Autumn results 

shortly. They will all be published on our website and we have provided Wessex Chalkstream 

and Rivers Trust with the funding required to do an Invertebrate Fingerprint study for the 

Meon which we will circulate to the membership once it has been completed. The Spring 2017 

results were disappointing but not catastrophically so. Judged against targets agreed for the 

first time in 2017 by the Environment Agency, the Test and Itchen generally supported the 

kind of fly life one would expect to see in a healthy Chalkstream in term of species richness 

(number of different species present), but in nothing like the quantities (abundance) we would 

like or expect. But it is difficult to generalise. You will read in the reports from the different 

fisheries up and down the rivers that some enjoyed good fly hatches throughout the season, 

albeit with the timings of hatches during the day being different from yesteryear. For too 

many, however, a Mayfly bonanza was followed by a seemingly fly-less summer, excepting 

perhaps a few late season Sedge. 

 

During the Spring, the 

Association trained over 

20 new invertebrate 

monitors at Kimbridge 

and upskilled a further 

12 to a standard where 

they are able to identify 

invertebrates at species 

level. The aim, in a 

nutshell, is to make the 

River Fly census 

sustainable. The key to 

that will be providing 

newly trained and existing monitors with the support, encouragement and expert assistance 

they need. More on that anon. Where we did not do as much as we had hoped was in the 

detailed monitoring required to identify the specific sources of pollution that have contributed 

to the decline in river fly numbers. We know two of the main culprits – excessive levels of 

sedimentation and phosphate – but identifying with any degree of certainty where exactly 

those problems originate and then doing something about it is far easier said than done. The 

answers lie in effective partnerships and collaboration with like-minded organisations, the 

regulatory bodies, the businesses that depend upon or use in one way or another the rivers, 

and you, our members – the custodians of the rivers. One can point to modest successes – 

Wessex Chalkstream and Rivers Trust’s Sediment Pathways projects to stop at least some 

sediment getting into the rivers, and tighter Environment Agency regulations on phosphate 

discharges from water cress farms - but much, much more needs to be done. 
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The sight of a 

battalion of immature 

swans marching up 

the river, stripping the 

river bed of all its life-

supporting weed, is a 

depressing one. It is 

particularly galling 

for the river owners 

and keepers who have 

invested heavily in 

river restoration 

precisely because they 

want to create a better 

environment for healthy river weed growth. Our swan damage survey in the summer 

provided evidence of the extent and scope of the damage being done. It is a problem 

throughout the river catchments, but is clearly worst in the middle stretches of the main rivers. 

The evidence is now with Natural England. I am awaiting impatiently their answers as to 

what can be done to protect the Ranunculus river weed community, one of the five designated 

species they are obliged to protect. 

 

Swans, low river flows and a lack of river flies are just some of the problems river keepers had 

to contend with in 2017. The good fishing that so many of our members enjoyed is testament 

to their efforts. A local fishing agent remarked to me in my early days that he was always 

wary of what were described as “lightly managed” beats – they rarely fished well. Which is 

not to say that today’s fisherman wants or expects to fish a neatly trimmed river from a 

manicured lawn – far from it. Sympathetic management is required and Test and Itchen 

riverkeepers consistently deliver it. To recognise their contribution, the Association offered 

for the first time a Keepers Bursary in 2017. Two were awarded. You can read more about the 

recipients and what they did with their Bursaries elsewhere in this Report.  

 

Next, the boring but important stuff. When I started the role, I had not envisaged spending 

much of my time with bureaucrats and lawyers. But regulations and the law impact in so 

many ways on our chalkstreams as they make their way from source to sea that engagement 

is required. Water abstraction licences and local development plans are two cases in point. 

The Association cannot get engaged in every planning case but large-scale and wholly 

inappropriate plans for new housing – such as the proposed building of 6,000 new homes near 

Bishopstoke in the Lower Itchen catchment – cross the threshold. As does supporting the 

Environment Agency in their efforts to limit abstraction by the public water supply companies 

to more sustainable levels. Success is not guaranteed, no matter how loud you shout, nor how 

cast-iron your case might be, but the Association will carry on making the case on your behalf. 

The decision-makers are often looking for evidence that concerns are widely held, so do think 

carefully about adding your individual weight to a consultation when the Association invites 

you to do so. Numbers matter. 
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Engaging with bureacracy can bring some very welcome surprises. In November, the Test and 

Itchen Catchment Partnership, of which the Association is a member, was successful in a bid 

for Heritage Lottery Funds. Over £3 million will be available over five years for projects in the 

Test and Itchen headwaters. The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust deserve the 

credit for the bid’s success, which involved a gargantuan consultation and form-filling 

exercise, but all members of the partnership will be involved in project implementation. 

 

A daily diet consisting entirely of planning inquiry problems, water resource management 

plan worries, swan damage dilemmas and wakes for disappearing river flies might dampen 

the spirits. So I made a conscious effort to spend as much time as possible in 2017 on the river, 

fishing and meeting our members, ideally both at the same time. I have been rewarded with 

the best and most enjoyable fishing season I have had in thirty years of patrolling the banks 

of the Hampshire chalkstreams with an Iron Blue Dun or other hopefully irresistible fly-tier’s 

concoction on my tippet. To see at first-hand the energy, commitment and skill so many of 

our members bring to their roles looking after the river has been a constant source of 

inspiration. I hope 2018 will bring opportunities to meet many more of you at an Association 

event or on the riverbank. 

 
 

 My favourite fly, the Iron Blue Dun… 

 

 

                                 and an occasionally irresistible 

        Adams Irresistible. 

 

 

Jeremy Legge 

Executive Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=adams+irresisitible+images&id=B640E14765E7EC27FF9095AE0EB66FDC3C55F311&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=iron+blue+dun+images&id=4922AE8896AF02ECB1883E2CAD164844ED134BB2&FORM=IQFRBA
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Tales from the Boardroom - members of the Association’s Board share some of their 

favourite Chalkstream moments from 2017 

 

Autumn Leaves of Summer by Robert Miles.  

Robert is a member of the Bishopstoke Fishing Club. He is Vice-Chairman of the Association and has 

been a member of the Board since 2004. 

 

I recall one day in mid-July debating whether I should grab the fishing rod and go down to 

the river or spend the time more profitably mowing the lawn. The fishing won! 

 

I have had the good fortune to be able to fish this lovely stretch of the middle Itchen for nigh 

on 40 years. Every season is different, with each winter bringing about subtle changes to this 

classic chalk stream, but every year the season dishes up a surprise. 

 

On arrival the river was fairly quiet – a typical summer's day. A fish moved occasionally but 

it was going to be a challenge as there was little fly before the evening. Heading off towards 

a favourite spot, I noticed that something on the opposite bank was not quite as it should be. 

An alder tree was looking decidedly brown, more akin to a sight of autumn. I crossed over to 

the true left bank to take a closer look but stopped in my tracks on approaching the tree. The 

water was in turmoil with fish moving everywhere. When the wind blew the commotion 

increased. No, not moorhens or other fowl, but good fish. There must have been 50 fish in an 

area of about 30 yards all enjoying this bounty.  

 

The brown leaves revealed not only tiny blue-black alder beetles but also their larvae – a black 

grub about a centimetre long. I searched my box for a suitable fly but the trusted black gnat 

did not work. The natural bug floated briefly and then submerged under its own weight to be 

greedily devoured at every stage. 

 

 I saw a good fish move quietly among the network of tree roots, making a rise coupled with 

a sucking sound akin to a fish taking a spent mayfly. I gave the black gnat a meaningful haircut 

with some sharp scissors. Would this creation akin to a black bottle brush do the trick? The 

reward was a slow rise, a fierce struggle and a fish of just over four pounds. Now it was time 

for lunch and mowing the lawn. Watch out for those autumn leaves of summer! 

 

 

 

A perfect way to end the day by Neil Freeman 

Neil is Chairman of Chalkstream Fishing and is the leaseholder for the fishing at the Broadlands 

Estate. He has been a member of the Board since 2011. 

 

There is an old adage along the lines of; “If you make your hobby your business, then you will 

no longer have a hobby”. Never has this proven a truer maxim than in my life.  Despite 

residing a mere 20 metres from the river’s edge and spending most of my days either advising 
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clients on the value of old fishing tackle or on the best time to pitch a fly for a salmon, I rarely 

find time in my busy schedule to pick up a rod and reap the benefits of my fortunate position. 

 

But every summer, as the evenings lengthen and the season rods have made their way home, 

the impulse takes me to pick up the rod and head down to the river for spot of my favourite 

form of trout fly fishing – the evening sedge hatch.  

 

The prolonged spells of hot weather 

this season past were perfect for 

late evening outings - and you did 

need to be out late as the sedge 

were reticent to alight upon the 

water much before dark. Any rises 

before the sun had dipped well 

below the valley rim were rarely 

followed by a take to a sedge 

pattern, regardless of how well the 

fly was presented, but a switch to a 

size 16 BWO spinner made all the 

difference.  It wasn’t until the last 

fifteen minutes of dwindling light that the sedge fishing came into its own – Oh how I wish 

for the eyesight of a twenty year old again and if I connected with one in three takes then I 

was fortunate indeed! But it’s not just about catching fish is it? To sit on the bench at Geary’s 

Corner warmed by the last of the day’s heat and watching the resident barn owl silently 

quartering above me or, if lucky, a kingfisher barrel rolling its way home is reward enough. 

 

I will, however, make the same promise this year as I make myself every year – That this 

season I will definitely carve out more opportunities to cast a line on the glorious river Test – 

regardless of my workload! 
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The evening rise by Giles Coode-Adams. 

Giles is a member of the Houghton Club. He has been a 

member of the Board since 2010. 

 

At eight o’clock, I glance up at the sky.  It is very 

clear and the sun is still up.  It provides a good 

chance of an evening rise. 

 

I like to go where there is fast-running water and it 

is reasonably clear to cast.  When I get to the spot I 

look up and see a mass of small grey flies going 

upstream – blue winged olives.  These small flies 

are the clue to this type of evening fishing.  They 

lay their eggs in the fast water and then become 

spent.  It is on the spent that the fish feed so 

happily.  The fish know what is happening and 

gather just below the fast water ready for a feast. 

 

After a bit, I see the first tiny rise, followed by more.  I tend to fish with a sherry spinner, a 

blue winged olive or a black CDC emerger.  The sherry spinner and the CDC emerger are both 

very small flies, brutes to thread on the line.  The fish move about, but it is important to land 

your fly within a foot of the fish.  Then there may be a rise, strike and with good fortune the 

fish will be on.  Keep it out of the weed and hopefully you will play it so that you are able to 

net it. 

 

After the last rites you look up to see the sun setting, the sky tinged pink and all is well with 

the world.  How lucky I am to be able to fish the Test. 

 

 

Fun in fast water by Andrew Hoad 

Andrew is Head of the Leckford Estate. He has been a member of the Board since 2015. 

 

Where has 2017 gone to? My reflection is that it’s been a challenging and rewarding year 

(again!). The weather hasn't done us any favours for any area of the Leckford estate. Late 

frosts, a dry spring and a wet summer presented challenges throughout the season for our 

farming businesses. For fishing there is no doubt that low river flows continue to be a cause 

for concern. I have to take a very balanced view on what I wish for, as it’s a rare thing that 

works well everywhere on a heavily diversified estate, but I'd vote for a cold wet winter!  

 

I definitely did not get as much time on the river fishing as I've have liked, or indeed needed, 

but did get to see the beauty of our chalk stream early morning and into the evening on many 

a day throughout the season. Our fishermen tell us that fishing was pretty good throughout 

the season despite some of the challenges with river flow. My favourite catch of the year was 

a beautiful 12 oz brown trout and a decent sized grayling late season both caught in fast water. 

I've also enjoyed seeing a growing head of coarse fish in our stretch which pleases me 
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immensely. We've been busy on the river this year and the restoration work we did on one of 

our beats last winter has established well. The impact of a narrower channel had an instant 

and beneficial impact on flow and riverbed quality and you could literally see the fish move 

into an area that was previously dead water, very satisfying! The job list for the winter is pretty 

full and it’s a great time to get the river fit for next season. So well done to the Leckford team 

for another good year and crack on with the job list! 

 

 

 

 

Last cast of the season by Jeremy Legge 

Jeremy has been the Association’s Executive Director since June 2016. 

 

Glancing through my Fishing Diary, I see that I am fortunate enough to have a rich store of 

memories in 2017 on which to draw, but my last cast of the season sticks in the mind, for all 

the right reasons. 

 

It was a cold day in early October. I was fishing 

with the Association’s weed cut wardens on the 

Dever, near Barton Stacey. There were some fish 

showing but it had been a tricky morning and 

we retired to The Swan for lunch. We didn’t 

emerge until well into the afternoon. Ron and 

Nigel had to depart, leaving me and my host 

Keith on the river. Before he too had to leave, 

Keith pointed out a steadily rising fish under a 

low bridge. It was something of a challenge, as it 

was going to require a long backhand cast to 

reach the fish, with the back cast threaded 

through a small gap in some overhanging trees. 

With a wry smile, Keith wished me good luck 

and left. 

 

I couldn’t see in the shadows under the bridge 

what the fish was rising to but tied on an Adams 

Irresistible – a fly that had been recommended to 

me earlier in the year by the keeper of the Dever 

beat immediately below where I was fishing. I 

manoeuvred myself into position and succeeded 

in getting the fly on the water close to the fish, but 

always just a little downstream of where it was 

rising. I was on the point of giving up when I at 

last managed to shoot the line far enough under 

the bridge and the fly landed softly just upstream 



 

TALES FROM THE BOARDROOM 

 

14 
 

and to the left of where the dimples left by the rising fish had been showing. The fish rose. I 

tightened - and was on. A few minutes later a beautiful 2lb. brown trout was in my net. As 

enjoined by Keith, I decided to take it home for supper, not least as evidence that I had not 

spent the whole day in the pub.  

 

A perfect end to the season. A lovely stretch of Chalkstream. The company of good friends 

and fellow enthusiasts. A real fishing challenge that required the help of my host, some local 

knowledge, the limited skill acquired from thirty years of pursuing river trout with a fly rod, 

a good helping of Lady Luck, and an obliging trout to bring to a satisfactory conclusion.  

 

 

 

 

 

Administrator tales by Jacqui Williams 

Jacqui has been the Association’s Administrator since 2009. 

 

When I started working at Kimbridge in 2009, I had never fished before, and knew nothing 

about fishing or the rivers on which they depend. I have learnt a lot in the intervening years, 

however I still have a lot more to learn. 

 

Following the successful completion of my 

cancer treatments, I was able to participate in a 

retreat held at Kimbridge Estate, Casting for 

Recovery.  Kimbridge Estate has hosted this 

annual retreat, for ladies who have or have had 

breast cancer, since 2009.  This small, little-

known charity is doing extraordinary work for 

ladies, behind the scenes.  During the weekend 

retreat I was taught a little about casting, fly 

tying and of course landing a fish. It was a 

wonderful way to learn how to fish, surrounded 

by other complete beginners with trained guides on hand to show us how we should be doing 

things!  Thank to my guide, Tony, I was lucky enough to land a rather large rainbow trout on 

the Sunday morning. I hooked a few more fish during the day, notably a blue that put up a 

good fight, but did manage to get away – there is always one, I am told! 

 

Since then I have been putting what I learnt into practice, mostly on the lakes behind my office 

– the same lakes where I caught my first fish – and enjoying the peace of the rivers and the 

wildlife. I look out of the office windows at the lakes, rivers and fields and count myself very 

lucky to be working in such a beautiful, tranquil place. 
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A word from the Warden - Colonel Ron Dadswell OBE reflects on 18 years as one of the 

Association’s Wardens 

 
 

Sometime towards the end of the year 2000, after a discussion with the then Secretary of the 

Test and Itchen Association, Jim Glasspool, I agreed to take on the task of wardening the River 

Test. Jim explained that there was a growing concern amongst a body of the members that 

there were too many occurrences of weed coming down after the authorised cut and clear off 

dates. This was ruining the fishing for anglers and having an effect on the reputation of the 

river as the world’s premier chalk stream. Something had to be done to ensure that all of those 

responsible for cutting and clearing down the weed started both cutting and clearing down 

on the first available days so that everything finished on time.  This could only be done by 

having a presence on the river at these critical times. Thus, the River Test Warden was born!  

 

Jim also explained that in return for the volunteer wardening my mileage expenses would be 

repaid and the Association would seek to get members to volunteer invitations to fish the 

various estates on the basis of a day’s fishing for a day’s wardening. Whilst this was a very 

attractive incentive, and very much appreciated, it was not the reason that I accepted the role. 

I was already a member of Portsmouth Services Dry Fly Association with excellent fishing on 

the Rivers Itchen and Meon and a member of a salmon fishing syndicate on the River Findhorn 

so I had no shortage of fishing.  The real attraction was the River Test itself.  The opportunity 

to get to know the river from where it rises at Ashe to the sea at Southampton Water. Also, to 

get to know the many different owners and keepers and the wealth of experience they possess.  

As a keen angler I had read a great deal about the river and I had fished it a couple of times 

as well as attending the Orvis-run course at Nether Wallop Mill whilst I was still serving in 

the Army. I was now retired and, although I had other interests, I did have the time to give to 

this new challenge and was enthusiastic to get started.  

 

I began by making a detailed map book of the whole river and the feeder rivers and streams 

which I could annotate with the estate boundaries and contact details of owners, managers 

and keepers.  This proved invaluable on my first foray with Jim when he took me on a detailed 

reconnaissance showing me the access points and introducing me to some of the principal 

characters. I still have that map book which now has many crossings out and new entries as 

folks have changed over the past eighteen years.   

 

After Jim’s recce I then had to fly solo in June 2001 and immediately discovered the size of the 

problem and wondered what I had let myself in for.  I spent four days at the end of the 

cleardown chasing up and down the river trying to find out where the weed was coming from. 

The new position had been promoted to the owners and keepers in the winter newsletter with 

my name and mobile phone number and folks were not backward in coming forward to call 

me to complain about weed coming down their beats when it should not have been. Sod’s law 

dictated that I was usually at the bottom of the river when there was a problem at the top and 

vice versa.  That first four-day outing was an eye opener and I drove 520 miles in those four 

days chasing back and forwards without finding a single culprit! 

 



 

A WORD FROM THE WARDEN 

 

16 
 

In the ensuing months’ outings, I got to know the river better and discovered some of the 

potential problem areas and I developed a pattern of wardening where I attempted to follow 

the cut weed for four days on its regimented progress down the river to the weed boom. By 

doing so it was easier to head back upstream if there was a problem to be investigated. I made 

a point of trying to meet and get to know as many of the folk who work on the river as possible 

and for them to know that I was there to help them. Some needed encouragement to cut and 

clear down early as they clearly did not want to clear down on the first of the two clear off 

days to find that more weed had come down overnight and they had to start again. This 

continues to be a challenge to this day but to a much smaller degree.  

 

                               

 

It is the greatest 

pleasure to meet 

and work with the 

river keepers from 

probably the oldest, 

Bill Hawkins, at 

Wherwell with 

over 40 years 

keepering 

experience, to one 

of the youngest, 

Mike Taplin at 

Wherwell Priory. 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the 2010 season the Association asked me to recruit a second warden to 

better cover the beginning of the weed cut as I was concentrating mostly on the clear down. 

A good friend from Army days, Nigel de Foubert, volunteered his services and covered three 

days at the beginning to encourage the cutting to start on the first day. This worked well and 

problems reduced but it became obvious that those who wanted to move weed down late 

could do so when they knew I had left the river after the cleardown had officially ended. So, 

in 2016 Keith Fisher volunteered to take care of the two days after the end of the cleardown. 

Keith is also a retired Army officer and is the Secretary of the Barton Stacey Fly Fishing Club 

with beats on both the Rivers Test and Dever so fitted in very well. Thus, the weedcuts are 

now covered from beginning to end and hopefully this will produce the desired effect. 

 

Apart from the wardening task we also work closely under the Executive Director, Jeremy 

Legge, in considering the cutting dates and any changes that the Board of T&I might wish to 

make to the overall operation and the sector boundaries. There is also the pleasure of meeting 

new keepers and briefing them on the weedcut system as well as providing contact 

information about their upstream and downstream neighbours. What we do not do is to check 
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fishing licences or arrest poachers though there is often a misconception amongst those who 

fish the river that this is our duty. 

Whilst the wardening is a serious business it has its 

lighter moments. I recall catching a keeper cutting weed 

after the cleardown dates for his sector and decided to 

take a photograph with my smart phone as evidence. 

When I checked the photograph later I discovered a 

rather unflattering portrait of myself as I had 

unwittingly pressed the symbol for the rear facing 

camera! The culprit got off with a written warning.  

 

 

 

 

Another amusing episode outside my normal duties came 

when I stopped at Horsebridge Mill where Charles Clarke 

was trying to capture one of his pigs so that the vet could 

give it an injection. My offer to help was gratefully 

accepted and I discovered how difficult it is to capture a 

pig that is not willing to cooperate. I was rewarded with 

half a dozen freshly laid eggs! 

 

 

 

Charles Clarke and the vet after we had caught the pig. I had a 

change of clothes in the boot of my car! 

 

 

 

One of the pleasures of working on 

the river is the number of good 

riverside pubs where lunch and a 

beer can be sampled and often 

information about what is really 

going on can be obtained.  I have 

several favourites but one that 

stands out is the Boot at Houghton 

where there is always a warm 

welcome and where many of the 

local characters are to be found at 

lunch time.  

 

 

The Boot’s terrace furniture is all dedicated with brass plates to regulars who have passed on 

and there is a rumour that sitting at the wrong end of the bar can be life shortening. With pubs 

in mind I recall some years ago there was a keeper who never answered his mobile and never 

Not quite the photograph of an errant keeper I was expecting 

Houghton Club keepers Ben, Paul, Dan and Rowan post 

cleardown lunch at the Boot 
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returned any of my calls to his message service. When I quizzed his upstream and 

downstream neighbours as to whether I had the correct number they both told me that if you 

want to contact him you should visit the local pub! His employers clearly had the same 

problem and he disappeared from the scene. 

 

Though I have occasionally come 

across keepers who do not get on 

well with their neighbouring 

keepers more often than not there 

is a great camaraderie and they will 

help each other out when there is a 

problem. I was given some rather 

cynical but tongue in cheek advice 

early on that there were just two 

types of folks that keepers cared 

about, ‘upstreamers’ and 

‘downstreamers’. The upstreamers 

are the problem as they are the ones 

who send the weed down late and 

include bank trimmings and 

garden cuttings, whereas the downstreamers…well who cares about the downstreamers, they 

get what they deserve. I have discovered over seventeen years that this is not the case and the 

vast majority of those who work on the river care deeply about its management and have 

good relations with their neighbours. 

 

 

I would like to think that our 

efforts to warden the weedcut 

and clear off have not been in 

vain and that the malpractices 

that were quite common when I 

started in 2001 are mostly a thing 

of the past. However, I do not 

delude myself that things will 

ever be perfect and I am fairly 

sure that if the wardens were all 

to pack it in tomorrow the 

problems of the past would soon 

return.  

 

 

In conclusion, and on behalf of Nigel and Keith, I would like to thank those of you who work 

so hard to manage this great river from the top to the bottom and who cooperate with us in 

our task and also to those owners who have very generously offered us the opportunity to 

fish their beats.  

 

Keepers from Kimbridge, Mottisfont and Fishing Breaks 

combining their efforts to sort out a problem on the River Dun 

Fred Kemp and Chas House giving Paul Moncaster a hand 

with the cleardown at Tufton 
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River Keeper’s Bursary Reports. The Association launched a Keeper’s Bursary scheme in 

2017. The first two winners tell us what they did with their awards. 

 

Matt Owen-Farmer 

I have been a keeper with the Portsmouth Services Fly Fishing Association since the early 90’s, 

working mainly on the River Meon with the odd foray onto the Itchen. I have also been 

involved in Riverfly monitoring since the launch of the Riverfly Partnership and Anglers 

Riverfly Monitoring Initiative, which was kickstarted by Dr Cyril Bennett and I now have the 

responsibility for organising and delivering the River Invertebrate Identification and 

Monitoring courses currently being run in conjunction with Salmon and Trout Conservation 

UK and with a great deal of support from both Jeremy Legge and Jacqui Williams at the Test 

and Itchen Association headquarters, for which I am extremely grateful. 

 

I applied for the Keeper’s Bursary in 2017 and was lucky enough to be successful in securing 

a share of the funding. My application was based around wishing to expand the voluntary 

work I currently undertake. This includes, among other things, training people how to 

monitor our rivers using invertebrates, delivering presentations to interested groups and 

raising awareness of the pressures our rivers are currently facing. I used some of the funds to 

purchase second-hand equipment including a projector, screen and tablet device. I am 

currently awaiting confirmation for an electro-fishing course, which will enable me to provide 

another aspect of monitoring using quantative fish surveys. 

 

I recently attended a meeting in Birmingham organised by Salmon and Trout Conservation 

UK, the purpose of which was to initiate a dialogue with EA regional representatives with a 

view to establishing minimum quantities of Riverflies expected to be present and monitoring 

protocols, hopefully leading to national guidance. I am planning more Riverfly training days 

in 2018 with various parties, including fishing clubs and volunteer groups and have been 

approached by several people asking me to give presentations to their organisations.  

 

I have been working closely with Sparsholt 

College, providing the opportunity to take 

part in electro-fishing surveys and Riverfly 

invertebrate training courses. I have also 

facilitated visits to PSFFA beats on the 

Itchen which enables fishery students to see 

first-hand good habitat management in 

practice. I really enjoy this aspect of my 

work, as it gives me the opportunity to 

engage with the people who are going to be 

the future guardians of our rivers. Several 

students have been involved in projects I 

am running, including the stocking of 

brown trout in the River Meon. Using the data obtained from catch returns and electro-fishing 

surveys, much of which they were able to obtain themselves in the field, they have written 

dissertations that are then used as part of their coursework. This gives them an opportunity 

to carry out hands on research work, better preparing them for their chosen careers.  

 Sparsholt students’ electro fishing on the Itchen 
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I will be able to both continue and expand much of the work mentioned above as a direct 

result of receiving the Bursary and I’m very excited about the future possibilities that have 

opened up as a result of receiving this funding. I would like to express my sincere thanks to 

all the Test and Itchen Association members that have made this possible and a special thanks 

to Jeremy and Jacqui for all their help and support. 

 

I very much look forward to meeting as many T&I members as possible in the coming year. 

 

Very best wishes to you all for 2018. 

 

 

Nick Lawrence 

I have been working on the Bourne Rivulet as a self-employed riverkeeper since about 2005. I 

have also worked on other reaches in the Test valley. My specialist area is wild trout habitat 

and most of the work I carry out, especially in the off season, is helping improve such habitats. 

One problem of not having an employer, is finding the time for training. It is difficult as you 

have to take days off in the working week and costly as you have to put your own money 

towards it. It’s almost a double loss! 

 

The Bursary money really helped me with 

my ongoing training. I used some of the 

money to acquire chainsaw certificate CS32 

(Large Felling). I used the rest of the money 

to qualify for a certificate for the use of a 

tracked dumper which will help with the 

river restoration projects that I will be 

working on in the future. I am also set to 

complete a water vole surveying course in 

the spring. This is a vital certification when 

undertaking bank restoration. 

 

 

The T & I Bursary made this training possible. 

In the long run our rivers will benefit as these 

extra skills will be put to use on river restoration 

projects. Thank you to the Association’s 

members who have helped fund the Bursary 

through their subscriptions. I hope the Bursary 

scheme carries on for many years to come and 

that it benefits other keepers as it has me. 
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Environment Agency Restoration Strategy Report 2017 - Heb Leman writes

about some of the river restoration projects the Environment Agency was involved with in 2017 

Although we have undertaken four collaborative restoration projects in 2017 the year has been 

dominated by two major restoration projects on the river Test. The common theme for both 

projects has been structure removal, improved fish passage for all species and long term 

reduced siltation. 

At Bossington Estate one of the largest impounding structures on the Test has been removed 

and 800m of river improved by increasing velocities, raising the bed with gravel and re-

profiling the banks. This dramatic change will encourage Ranunculus to grow and in time 

provide excellent habitat for invertebrates and a wide variety of chalk stream flora and fauna. 

A purpose built spawning channel has also been created to provide excellent spawning and 

juvenile habitat for salmon and wild trout.  

While this scale of works is maybe out of reach for many it does provide an excellent show 

case and example of the potential of the middle Test if historic structures are removed and 

previously dredged sections can be restored through gravel introduction.  

The second major restoration took place at the top of the catchment in Overton. An old 

impounding structure was removed and 300m of river restored upstream of it. Records show 

a mill was on this site from 1446 and from 1769-1848 a large silk mill operated here. Because 

of the historic value to the area an archaeological dig was also carried out in parallel to the 

restoration with artefacts from bottles to musket shot being found. The old brick work was 

also repaired to retain some of the heritage associated with the site. 

Aerial photo: Looking down on part of the river restoration at Bossington. The new spawning 

channel is on the left and the arrows show the location of the two removed structures. 
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This was a technically challenging restoration because of an offtake channel upstream of the 

old structure. Water still needed to flow down this SSSI side stream and so two low level 

crescent rock weirs were built upstream of the old structure once it had been removed. The 

river also had to be diverted through large pipes so that the work could take place. This 

previously silty ‘canal’ was further improved by narrowing and some bed raising to increase 

velocities.    

The community of Overton where very much involved in this project. The Overton 

Biodiversity Society carried out the pre-works water vole surveys and the Overton 

Archaeological Society where involved in the dig and cataloguing the finds. 

The Test and Itchen Restoration Strategy would like to thank all those involved in this year’s 

projects and look forward to working together again in the future.  

Please contact Heb Leman at heb.leman@environment-agency.gov.uk or phone 07702 719398 

if you have any queries regarding the Strategy or want to arrange a site visit.    

Before and after photos of the structure at Southington. Trout and grayling have already been seen 

swimming up and downstream maybe for the first time in 400 years! An eel pass will also be 

installed to allow up and downstream migration of adult eels.   

mailto:heb.leman@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Bossington Test Reborn - Simon Cain describes in more detail the major river restoration

project at Bossington on the Test. 

The recently completed project on the 

Bossington House and Home beats is 

the most significant river restoration 

scheme on the middle Test to date. Not 

so much because of its scope and size – 

at 800 metres it is certainly the most 

ambitious – but because in 

demolishing the historic Home beat 

double weir installation, an 

entrenched and anachronistic 

management practice was swept aside 

in favour of a new habitat-based 

approach with the aim of countering 

the poor ecological status of the river 

at this location. 

This project is not without precedent 

however. My first catchment-scale 

foray into river restoration at 

‘Ballington Manor’ on the river 

Wylye (1987 – 89) was centered 

around weir removal as was the 

more recent Mayfly carrier project on 

a major Test tributary at Timsbury in 

November 2009 which, only a few 

weeks following completion, 

witnessed a major salmon-spawning 

event on the newly constructed 

gravel riffles. An event that has been repeated every year since, with EA electrofishing 

monitoring demonstrating a dramatic increase in salmon parr and wild trout recruitment. 

A further 900m project base around weir removal and dredged channel restoration at 

‘Gunville Hatches’ (2012) on Frank Sawyers famous MoD water for the Service Dry Fly 

Fishing Association on the upper Hampshire Avon delivered similar results. 

Figu  r Aerial view of Home beat weir on completion 

 House beat weir demolition 
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All three projects resulted in a 

dramatic and immediate turnaround in 

the fortunes of the river habitat with a 

marked increase in salmonid 

recruitment and the return of 

Ranunculus, gravel bed scour and up-

winged fly life. 

With the above projects as a backdrop, the scheme at Bossington was conceived and delivered 

in response to the Estate’s growing concerns regarding the effects of climate change coupled 

with the fact that from mid-summer onwards the fishery became commercially unviable due 

to heavy growths of Mares Tail, blanket weed and Eel grass. Adding to the woes was the fact 

that, like most of the Test in this location, the channel had been historically dredged and 

widened, most likely during WWII for 

anti-tank defences and then during the 

post war period by the water authority 

in the name of ‘land drainage 

improvements’. Attempts by 

subsequent river keepers to flush out 

increasingly heavy sediment deposits 

with corrugated iron deflectors only 

served to slow down flow velocity still 

further, so drastic action was required. 

Because of the considerable interest generated by this project and due to the complexity of the 

three-year planning and delivery process, a detailed description of ‘how we built it’ is 

impossible to achieve in such a brief report. To which end a detailed project case study and 

photographic report will be made available on the Cain-Bio website to correspond with this 

issue of the annual T&I rivers report. An updated ‘As Built’ restoration guide following last 

year’s November visit by T&I members to see the project is also included, which I hope is of 

interest to those of you who attended the river walk. An additional 1st year anniversary guide 

will also be provided at the forthcoming return site visit at the end of the 2018 season, I very 

much look forward to seeing you there. 

The final task before I left the completed project site on 11 December 2017 was the strategic 

placing of 40 tonnes of ‘as-dug’ gravel at the top end of the Home beat in the hope of 

encouraging salmonid spawning, an event which would have been quite impossible for at 

least a century or more following the weir installation, due to impounded, stagnating flows 

and 3 feet deep eutrophicating sediment. 

 Spawning redds on Timsbury carrier 

 shortly after project completion 

Thick sediment deposits were removed prior to bed-

dressing with 5,000 tonnes of ‘as dug’ gravel 
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On returning to the site on 2 January 2018, 

following annual leave, a hen salmon was 

observed in busy spawning mode on the very 

same deposited gravels and further redds 

have since been observed at other locations in 

the restored reach. A video of this spawning 

activity will also be available for viewing on 

the website case study. 

 

 

 

 
Upstream view of Home beat and fishing hut on project completion 

Marginal fringe planting with a dozen or so native plant species will take place in the new 

gravel banks during early spring, as will in-river replanting with Ranunculus, Starwort and 

Water parsnip (Berula spp). The flow rates and in-stream depth-to-width ratios have been 

carefully calibrated to optimise weed growth so, fingers crossed, (and swan grazing 

permitting) there will be something resembling the classic chalk stream ‘look’ to raise our 

spirits when we re-convene in the autumn. 

 

See you there and here’s wishing you all a successful and enjoyable season. 
 

Simon Cain 

Cain Bio-engineering 

Designer & project manager 

www.cainbioengineering.co.uk  

Salmon spawning on 2nd January 

three weeks after project completion 

http://www.cainbioengineering.co.uk/
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It’s time we all understood where our water comes from – Chis de Cani 

 

On several occasions during 2017 I had cause to take off one of my shoes and throw it at either 

the radio or television (I have previous in this, and if it ever becomes an Olympic sport I'm a 

shoe in for a podium finish).  

 

For much of 2017 we were desperate for rain in this valley.  Spring ditches that feed into the 

Dever that used to run regularly through February to April remained dry for their third 

successive winter but early in January one local radio station described a week of scattered 

showers and drizzle in the south of England as a wash out, at which point a shoe was once 

again thrown as the growing disconnect between the media/public and what constitutes good 

weather at any particular time of the year was all too apparent.  

 

Six months later discussion on our local TV news centred around a wet summer completely 

forgetting how arid May and June had been which instigated more shoe throwing.  Storm 

Steve fizzled out with a phut! We were once warned of "Thunder Snow" and fog was 

described as "menacing". Further shoes were thrown and the question raised as to whether 

the media were now using Marvel comics for a source of meteorological metaphors.  You may 

think that all this shoe throwing and griping are to be expected of one who has reached a 

certain stage in life who should probably retreat to a cave to don loin cloth, grow beard and 

shake a fist at an increasingly frustrating outside world and that the disneyfication of the 

weather doesn't really matter that much.   

 

Only it does, and with seventy five percent of the region's water being drawn from an under 

pressure invisible resource it has never been more important. In regions with reservoir supply 

it is all too visible when levels are low and the roof of a building sacrificed by the construction 

of a dam stands proud of the body water that subsequently formed; and goodness won't the 

local media be the first on hand to record the event because villages flooded long ago and 

once again visible are a great news and Oh yes, by the way everyone, we're running a bit low 

on water.   

 

Pictures of depleted aquifers don't make the news until rivers actually dry up, which is all too 

late for the aquatic environment. 

 

Public awareness of where domestic water is sourced in this corner of old Albion and where 

it ends up needs to be expanded beyond most people's brief experience of water between tap 

and plug, and at this point I'd like to propose creating a full-time position, an "Aquifer Tzar" 

if you will, to promote the benefits of a wet week in January. The candidate should possess 

excellent communication skills and be able to get a simple message across in words of no more 

than two syllables to a large audience with a diminishing appreciation of the subject in 

question. 

 

In this corner of the UK, public awareness of groundwater, how it works and its import as a 

source of domestic water and to the environment is increasingly diminished. To some, 

aquifers seem to be a mythical place replenished by magic and mined by legions of sprites 

with enchanted buckets that bring the water up to the tap.  



 

IT’S TIME WE ALL UNDERSTOOD WHERE OUR WATER COMES FROM 

 

29 
 

 

For some while I was charged with preparing our local football pitch for match day. One of 

the spring ditches which carries water into the stretch of the Dever where I work ran alongside 

the pitch and most seasons an alternative venue would have to be sourced for the denouement 

of the league campaign because part of the pitch would become waterlogged due to the spring 

ditch being full of water. For the last three winters all home fixtures have been fulfilled.  

 

Groundwater flooding in the village in 2013/14 threatened several new properties and helped 

raise awareness of where the water is in these parts and ever since a crowd assemble each 

autumn to clear the ditches in preparation for winter rains that for the past three winters have 

failed to arrive. There is an awareness of groundwater and of the need to maintain this system 

of ditches that has been in situ for aeons born out of flooding. Such tasks can serve as an 

introduction to the invisible groundwater which seems to get forgotten about during 

prolonged dry periods.   

 

We are increasingly conscious of where we get our food from and how it is produced. The 

same should hold with water with regard to the journey it takes and the requirements for it 

to maintain its course and keep rivers and taps flowing. Explain how aquifers work and how 

hard surfaces and rushing rain water and waste water away can impact upon them. Highlight 

the consequences of aquifer depletion and make clear the links between winter rain, aquifers, 

chalk rivers and domestic water supply. 

 

Bemoaning a damp week in January in the Test Valley on television or giving every low-

pressure system sweeping in from the west in February a showbiz name demonstrates that 

we have a long way to go with regard to getting the message across that we need to start 

looking after and appreciating our aquifers. 
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From the Source to the Sea – Kate Measham takes a journey down the Test with her

paints and pencils 

This picture of the Houghton Water, by 

Norman Wilkinson, is one of many threads 

that have pulled me towards the River Test 

across generations. For my grandfather it 

was a treasured possession; now it is mine. 

My Mother was an elegant woman as 

happy wearing Pucci as she was wearing 

waders. She was a passionate angler, prone 

to tears for lost fish and champagne to 

celebrate victories. In the 80s she fished 

with my uncle, Toby Bromley, at 

Kimbridge, The Island at Greatbridge, and at Broadlands for salmon. For many years she 

fished a weekly rod on the Dun, the glow of her cigarette visible in the dusk as she pursued 

‘the last one of the day’.  

When I married she felt she should find some means of bonding with her new son-in-law. 

About 2 months after the wedding, when everyone had run out of wedding talk, my Mother 

discovered Nick had ‘fished a bit as a child’. She decided to reintroduce him to fishing; I had 

no idea how this would affect my life. I do not share the angling passion that they both 

enjoyed.  

In 2017 I gave in and decided to get to know the River Test a bit better. I run art courses in 

East Winterslow and included ‘The River Test, from the Source to the Sea” in last year’s list. 

The plan was to travel downstream, month by month, visiting a different stretch of the water, 

each bit accessible to the general public. Various students dropped in for different days along 

the way, and two brave chaps did the entire journey with me.  There will be an exhibition of 

the pictures produced later in the year. 

The visit to the source of the Test at 

Ashe/Pulhampton was early in January on 

a gloriously crisp day. From Ashe church 

towards Overton we hoped to find where 

the water springs, bubbles and froths from 

the earth. Not the case; there was a slash of 

young grass across the field showing the 

path of the river, but little more until we 

got to ponds at Pulhampton. Sketchbooks 

captured the naked winter willows 

arching over the pond, watercress and a 

healthy stream heading off to 

Quiddhampton.  
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The early winter evening meant the mill was lost in low light across the water. 

The Bombay Sapphire Gin distillery was 

February’s destination, on a particularly 

chilly day. Coffee in a converted bus, then 

drawings made awkward by gloved hands. 

Thomas Heatherwick’s glass house full of 

‘botanicals’ and the rejuvenated papermill 

was an interesting, semi industrial site, quite 

different to January’s bucolic stream. Any 

artwork started after the tour of the distillery 

had an added looseness. 

A variety of pictures caught something of this 

exciting development. It was VERY cold. 
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Whitchurch, with its 

many mills, was the 

challenge for March. 

The Test divides into 

a number of carriers 

weaving varied paths 

through the town. In 

early spring there 

were snowdrops, 

primroses, and bare 

trees. The river has 

been managed 

carefully with the history of bank work, bridges, and canals clear to see. The river has been 

made to work in silk and paper mills, and contained to avoid flooding the town. 

Downstream towards Longparish for April. The river is wider, slower, picturesque and 

inviting. Almost too much to capture. I found a spot looking upstream near the mill. The 

leaves were just beginning to show on the trees by the water and there was dappled light 

catching the stream.  

If you are painting on a public right of way you are fair game. It is nearly always a pleasure 

to chat to people taking an interest in what you are doing, why you are doing it here, and 

what materials you work with. Whilst working on the above picture I dropped my very 

expensive squirrel brush over the edge of the bridge and watched it float away. I had to rescue 

it, urgently. An excited tourist, who had been very chatty, tried to get a video of me as I 

climbed barbed wire fences to get at the water, then suggested I should take my wet trousers 

off or catch a cold. Didn’t happen.  

From beautiful Longparish to Longstock and the Bunny. ‘Bunny’ is a Hampshire word for 

damp track.  In the middle of winter the way home from the Peat Spade inn can be along a 
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barely visible road as flood waters rise, but the Bunny with its reed beds, bridges, willows, 

main stream and carriers must be one of the most beautiful damp tracks in the country. 

There was a moment when I found myself queuing to take a photo of the eel traps – possibly 

the most photographed spot in Hampshire.  Families with picnics sit near a carrier, paddling, 

chatting, and enjoying the cool waters. A fisherman sat by the hut, had a slow cigarette and 

thought about life, flies and how to outsmart his prey.  Clearly there is more to fishing than 

catching fish. I did what everybody else does on a bridge, and looked down in to the water. 

The River Test through Houghton has impeccably 

maintained banks. The river glides through the 

village like a grande dame at a cocktail party, 

nodding this way and that, but taking her own 

path.  

Our June date was a disaster.  It was the one day 

of the course that was beset by deluge, 

compounded by a herd of cattle being moved for 

TB tests. Not a productive day. At some point I 

shall have to return and catch the river in its pomp 

and majesty. 

Mottisfont in the school holidays is 

teeming with children and tired 

grandparents hoping to wear out 

their charges before they take 

them home.  The National Trust 

keep the gardens, river and spring 

looking inviting and exciting. Its rose 

gardens are rightly renowned 

but the newly planted winter garden 

is well worth a visit. And it is 

much quieter in winter. We filled our
sketchbooks, kept very still and let the world flow by. 
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Downstream from Mottisfont I cut out all the places that I knew from 

my childhood – no Kimbridge, or the Island at Greatbridge. I went 

straight to the many little streams of Romsey, exploring the 

waterways through the town centre. The canal was a surprise, now 

overgrown and unused for freight, but itmust have been a thriving 

passage at some time. There are a proliferation of manmade carriers 

that took the waters to breweries and mills.  

 

 

The Monday of the ‘red sun’ that blew in from the Sahara in October 

was our date with Totton, Nursling and Testwood. The river has a 

strong tide at this point, with salt marsh and marching battalions of 

pylons. It was dark at midday, all cars with headlights on and birds 

came in to roost. Half an hour later all returned to normal, the birds 

took off and daylight  reasserted.  The juxtaposition of tower blocks, 

pylons, darkness at noon and outgoing tide felt ominous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The renovation of the tidal Mill at 

Eling in November meant we had to 

jump downstream to Marchwood.  

A mellow day with light mist over 

the water made for glorious views 

across the river towards container 

ships un-loading. This industrial 

part of the river is never mentioned 

in the same breath as the chalk 

streams.  

 

 

Our final day out in December was to Hythe where 

Southampton Water, the Itchen and the Test all meet. 

There is nothing grand about it.  The town is mostly 

cafes and charity shops. There was nothing very 

cheery, even with the pre Christmas jamboree.  

We ventured out on the pier, taking the railway to the 

end of the line. Another beautiful day; another angle 

on the Test 
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In 2017, many years after my Mother’s and Toby’s death, the River Test and Test Valley still 

runs through me. Over the years, with children and dogs long gone, I have walked through 

Stockbridge water meadows, peering through the water for a glimpse of something lurking 

within. There were picnic lunches with Robinson’s sausages and a bottle of Chablis chilling 

in the waters and thick, thick, damp fog from the river to slow a journey to a funereal pace. 

After visits to watermills, abbeys, and eel traps, flame tinged winter willows to stir one, and 

the different world below Testwood, I know a different river.  

For more about the exhibition of work from this journey, and for art courses, keep an eye on 

my website, www.artdrawpaint.com. 

CHALK – Jeremy Legge reviews a new film about the chalkstreams

The chalkstreams have provided the inspiration for some great literature over the years, 

whether it be developments in fishing techniques or reflections on the characters that have 

contributed to making them what they are. But I have not seen a film that succeeds in 

capturing the fragile beauty, the magical wildlife and the intoxicating attraction for the 

fisherman of these special places. Until now. CHALK, a new film about the chalkstreams, is a 

superb achievement. 

CHALK is the work of two clearly talented young film-makers, Leo Cinicolo and Chris 

Cooper. With the backing of FishingTV, an innovative crowd funding approach to raising the 

required money, and inputs from a host of chalkstream personalities, the film was put 

together in the summer of 2017. Many of our members will know much of this as they appear 

http://www.artdrawpaint.com/
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in the film, whether it be catching fish, cutting weed or explaining something about the 

intricacies of what makes the chalkstreams such special habitats. But I don’t think they will 

mind me saying that the real stars of the film are the rivers themselves and the trout, river 

flies and other wildlife to which they are home. These are all captured in ravishing beauty in 

the film, complemented unobtrusively by a stunning, original score. 

 

The film examines how the chalkstreams won their global reputation. It looks at the legacy of 

influential figures such as Halford, Skues and Sawyer. Some of the best-known names in the 

current UK fly-fishing scene including Peter McLeod, Alex Jardine, Steve Cullen, Glen 

Pointon and Marina Gibson explain some contemporary fishing techniques and what the 

rivers mean to them personally. The Test and Itchen feature prominently as you would expect, 

but the film takes us also to some of the less well-known chalkstreams of Yorkshire, Norfolk 

and Dorset. 

 

So how can you see CHALK? It is available to buy (for about a fiver) or to rent via the 

FishingTV website (www.fishingtv.com). For those who prefer the big screen experience, it is 

going to be shown on the evening of Friday 27 April 2018 at the Grosvenor Hotel in 

Stockbridge as part of the One Fly Festival. More information about the One Fly Festival and 

how to buy tickets for the film can be found at www.fishingbreaks.co.uk/onefly. I am planning 

to be in the front row. 

 

In case you are wondering, I have no commercial interest in the film! I am just confident that 

many of you will enjoy it as much as I did. It deserves to be seen by a wide audience. And it 

is a splendid advertisement for what many of us love so much. 

 

  

http://www.fishingtv.com/
http://www.fishingbreaks.co.uk/onefly.
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Looking after our heritage – by Leah Mathias-Collins, Environment Manager, 

Vitacress 

 
I am delighted to be given the opportunity to provide you with an insight to the complex 

world of commercial watercress. I hope you find this article informative and interesting and 

that you come away with a greater understanding of how we operate and how we are 

contributing to making our chalk streams better. 

 

Vitacress Limited grow, pack and supply leafy salads and herbs for a variety of retailers 

throughout the UK, Portugal and Spain. The Company is owned by the RAR Group and is 

divided into various entities; Vitacress Salads Ltd (St Mary Bourne, Hampshire); Vitacress 

Portugal Ltd (Boa Vista, Portugal); Vitacress Herbs Ltd (Runcton, West Sussex) and Vitacress 

Real (The Netherlands - joint venture between Vitacress and Dutch Gipmans Group). 

 

Vitacress Salads and Vitacress Portugal are one of Europe's largest growers and packers of 

salad, specialising in the supply of baby leaf, watercress and spinach. The Company has nine 

watercress farms located throughout Hampshire and Dorset and two leaf farms in Wiltshire 

and Kent, and various farms in Portugal and Spain to aid year-round supply. The Hampshire 

watercress farms are located on the River Arle, Pillhill Brook, River Meon and Bourne Rivulet, 

where the UK salad packing plant is also located. 

 

We understand that running an environmentally sustainable business can help us reduce our 

impact on the environment and preserve the natural resources that we rely on for our 

business. Our business objectives fully incorporate cultivating environmental awareness; 

minimising the environmental impacts of our operations; managing environmental 

sustainability issues through our supply chain and new product development; continuing 

research and development into new and better ways to operate and building in resilience in 

light of a changing climate.  

 

We have many environmental accreditations including but not limited to ISO14001:2015, Fair 

to Nature, LEAF Marque Standard and NFU Watercress Association Code of Practice. We 

have achieved zero to landfill through our main waste contractor in both our salads and herb 

businesses and have set up and part fund the Vitacress Conservation Trust – an independent 

charity to research and educate on the subjects of salad production and chalk streams.  We 

restore habitat for spur-thighed tortoise in Spain and turtle doves in Portugal and the UK, and 

actively manage our ditches to protect our resident water voles at our herbs nursery in 

Chichester. We are fully aware of our responsibilities to the water environment that is so 

crucial to our watercress farming and salad packing operations. 

 

Climate and sunlight strongly influence the growth of fresh produce. The UK salad and herb 

season operates from April to October and during this time, we source the majority of product 

from our watercress farms in Hampshire and Dorset and our herb and baby leaf farms in Kent 

and Wiltshire. In the winter months, we source from our farms in Spain and Portugal, and 

from carefully chosen partners. 
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Lower Link Farm, St Mary Bourne 

Lower Link Farm in St Mary Bourne is the location of our salad washing and packing plant as 

well as the largest watercress farm in Europe. The farm discharges either directly into the 

Bourne Rivulet or via the eastern channel which joins the Bourne Rivulet approximately 300m 

downstream. Pack house cleaning products are discharged directly to the waste water system 

as trade effluent. 

 

How do we operate at Lower Link Farm? 

Watercress farming 

The watercress beds are managed 

throughout the year with the main 

production season running from 

April through to October, after 

which time the watercress is over-

wintered to protect the beds from 

frost damage. This crop is then 

harvested at the beginning of the UK 

season.  

 

Fresh beds are prepared by cleaning 

out old crop with a tractor, washing 

down the gravel bed, adding clean gravel where required to ensure the bed is level, applying 

a base dressing of fertiliser and mechanically distributing watercress seedlings throughout 

the bed. While beds are being cleaned the water is diverted to a settlement facility to ensure 

no dirty water enters the watercourses. 

 

Bed cleaning and preparation only takes place at certain times of year when the crop is likely 

to flower. At all other times the crop is harvested and allowed to grow back from stubble 

ready to be harvested again. We do not use any pesticides in the production of watercress on 

our farms. 

 

Irrigation 

The farm comprises five blocks of watercress beds. Two of these blocks are irrigated directly 

with borehole water and then discharged to the Bourne Rivulet that flows through the farm. 

The final three blocks are irrigated with a mixture of salad wash water and borehole water.  

 

Salad Washing 

At Lower Link Farm our salads are washed, packaged and distributed to our customers. The 

majority of our salads are grown by us on our own farms and supplemented by carefully 

selected retailer-approved farms.   

 

Crop harvesting at Lower Link Farm 



LOOKING AFTER OUR HERITAGE 

39 

No pesticides are used on our UK watercress farms. Our other farms and some third-party 

suppliers do use pesticides. Pesticides are applied while the salad crop is grown in the field 

and are absorbed by the leaf; and they are likely to be found on the surface of the leaf by the 

time the product arrives at the washing facility. The salad leaf is screened for pesticide residue 

in line with food safety legislation and customer requirements. This process takes place before 

any salad is washed. Only leaf with levels below the legal requirement is then sent on for 

washing and packaging.  

The salad is washed only in spring water. The wash water is re-used to irrigate the watercress 

beds. The wash water is pumped through screens to remove any remaining leaf and then 

passed over a sand trap to remove sediment. The water is then pumped to three watercress 

bed blocks to irrigate the crop and further filtrate the water prior to discharge to the eastern 

channel. This recirculation of water ensures better water efficiency and allows time for 

phenethylisothiocyanates (PEITC) concentrations to reduce. PEITC has been shown to 

produce avoidance behaviour in Gammarus. It is a natural defence chemical released by 

watercress and other brassicas. When the recirculation system was installed a marked 

improvement in Gammarus numbers was observed in the eastern channel. 

Routine Water Quality Monitoring 

Aquatic biology 

Every spring and autumn an independent consultant undertakes aquatic biological surveys 

and assessment on the eastern channel and Bourne Rivulet above, within and below 

operations at the farm in St Mary Bourne. The key indicator of biological water quality is the 

Average Score per Taxon (ASPT) score. It is generally accepted that ASPT can be related to 

water quality as follows: 

• ASPT score in excess of 6.0 is representative of a ‘pristine’ watercourse (with little or

no anthropogenic impacts);

• ASPT score of 5.0 to 6.0 is typical of a good ecological quality watercourse;

• ASPT score of 4.0 to 5.0 is typical of a watercourse which is impacted by organic and/or

other contamination and is of moderate ecological quality; and

• ASPT score of less than 4.0 is representative of a watercourse which is heavily affected

by organic and/or other contamination and is of poor ecological quality.

Following consultation with the Environment Agency in 2013 and 2014, it was agreed to set 

the target criteria with regard to biological water quality as ASPT greater than 5.0, and the 

relative abundance of Gammarus greater than 500. The biotic scores obtained for each survey 

are compared against these target criteria.  

Vitacress UK

Vitacress
Portugal

3rd party

Summer sourcing

Vitacress UK

Vitacress
Portugal

Vitacress Spain

3rd party

Winter sourcing
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Our routine monitoring has indicated organic pollution in the eastern channel. This can be 

attributed to activity on our site but also from factors out of our control such as surrounding 

agriculture, wastewater services and the road.  

We have recently observed a gradual improvement in the invertebrate populations of the 

eastern channel and believe this has much to do with improvements made to the wash water 

recirculation system and the use of clean gravels in the watercress beds. However, the Bourne 

Rivulet has revealed a decline in Gammarus over recent years. There are many influences on 

the Bourne Rivulet. We are highly vigilant of our activities and no wash water is present in 

the watercress beds that discharge to the Bourne.  

Water chemistry 

We carry out monthly chemical testing for nutrients, including phosphorus and heavy metals 

within the farm at intake and discharge of borehole-only irrigated beds and recirculated wash 

water irrigated beds. The data collated is input to a database and trended to enable us to 

identify any potential problems and allow us the time required to put in place mitigation 

measures. 

Current work 

The biology and chemistry tells us when there is a problem but does not allow us to fully 

understand how issues originate. Therefore, plans are in place to improve the situation in both 

the eastern channel and the Bourne Rivulet. 

Sediment 

A sediment management operation is being put into action at Lower Link Farm. The aim is to 

effectively and sustainably mitigate any impacts to the Bourne Rivulet. To ensure our efforts 

are sustainable in the long-term, an assessment of the underlying causes and magnitude of 

potential impacts is essential. Such assessments include an assessment of the pathways for 

sediment transport and pollution to the Bourne Rivulet and the physical and chemical 

composition of the sediment being released.  This robust-evidence base will avoid future 

design failure which could result in costly re-design or increased maintenance costs.  

We are seeking to reduce sediment generation in the first instance by continuously monitoring 

and reviewing the salad wash water treatment, prior to entering the watercress beds; and 

reviewing farm operations focussing on bed cleaning and fertiliser application. Watercress 

crop residue and gravel will also be washed immediately or soon after being removed from 

the beds in our on-site gravel washer. Thereafter, clean gravel will be recycled in the 

watercress beds and crop residue removed from site.  

In tandem, we are designing settlement areas into the site to prevent sediment entering the 

receiving watercourses.  To do this we are starting by collecting evidence of sediment loading 

and composition to ensure that an efficient and sustainable sediment control system can be 

designed and installed. Some settlement areas will be temporarily installed on site while this 

evidence is being collected and these areas can later be modified, using the data generated 

from investigations, to ensure that they perform at the optimum level according to site specific 

conditions.  
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Phosphate Management – Pinglestone Farm 

Pinglestone Farm is located on the River Itchen SAC. Effective 1st January 2016, new discharge 

permits were issued by the Environment Agency that set limits on phosphate discharges to 

the River Itchen system. For Pinglestone Farm these limits are set at 0.064 mg/l and are 

measured as an ‘annual mean increase compared to the inlet sample’. 

We are working closely with the Salmon and Trout Conservation Association UK to monitor 

the output of phosphates from the farm and to develop effective methods to reduce that input 

should it be necessary. 

Pinglestone Farm has been taken out of commercial production while we investigate how 

these targets can be met. The farm is currently maintained under an Improvement Plan agreed 

by the Environment Agency. We are looking at new methods of water management in 

watercress farming and have conducted fertiliser trials to establish the optimum fertiliser 

regimes that will enable the production of a high quality commercial watercress crop, while 

at the same time complying with the new permit phosphate limit. 

S&TUK are monitoring phosphate output from Pinglestone Farm while it is not in commercial 

production and will continue to monitor the output when the farm is put back into commercial 

production. 

When we are successfully farming commercially while complying with our P limits we will 

roll out the farming methodology to our other watercress farms. 

Education and awareness 

To complement our environmental 

sustainability work, we have an 

education and awareness programme 

for our employees, ensuring that 

environmental sustainability is 

embedded in all our operations and 

that our workers are focussed on and 

proud of the environment on which 

we depend. 
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Watercress Farming – A New Era by Ollie Bedford, Technical Manager, The Watercress Company 

Watercress is a truly unique crop, and the vital ingredient for growing watercress is, of course, 

water – pure, mineral-rich spring water, from which this peppery leaf derives its power house 

of nutrients.  The Watercress Company (TWC) believe we have the knowledge and skills that 

have enabled us to be a leader in the market in both production and sales. 

Brimming with more than 15 essential vitamins and minerals, watercress’ health giving 

properties have been known since ancient times. Around 400 BC on the Island of Kos, 

Hippocrates, the father of medicine, is said to have located his first hospital beside a stream 

so that he could grow a plentiful supply of watercress to help treat his patients, the Greek 

general Xenophon made his solders eat it to increase their vigour before going into battle and 

Roman emperors said it enabled them to make “bold decisions.”  This fascination with the 

health-giving attributes of watercress has led to many scientists and universities across the 

globe studying these properties.  Phenylethyl isothiocyanate (PEITC) is the fundamental 

compound released by watercress when chewed and there has been much research 

undertaken to understand the effects on humans, including DNA damage reduction and 

cancer cell apoptosis (death).  

Watercress farms have been a part of the Hampshire landscape since around 1850, particularly 

around Alresford which has become known as “the watercress capital of the world”. There 

has been a significant revival in interest in watercress in recent years, and the Alresford 

Watercress Festival, now in its 13th year, marks the beginning of the UK watercress season, 

attracting over 15,000 visitors. 

In the late 1940s and 1950s more than 1,000 acres of watercress were under cultivation in the 

UK but by the end of the 20th century that figure had shrunk to 150 acres.  Many factors have 

influenced this change, including the lifting of import restrictions post war, together with the 

introduction of new varieties of salad leaves and the subsequent closure of many branch 

railways in the 1960s. There was an increasing pressure on public water supply and the 

development of traditional watercress production sites for residential use and fish farming. 

Many watercress beds in the past were fed by river water, but food safety concerns led to the 

NFU and growers introducing water quality restrictions to enable watercress to be grown 

safely in pure groundwater from springs or bores that are free from bacterial contamination. 

This contributed further to the 

decrease in production area, but 

greatly enhanced the safety of 

crop. 

When they were built in 1880s, 

the beds were initially widened 

spring fed streams in which the 

crop was grown. These same 

farms are still in use for 

watercress production today 

although the beds are now 
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purpose built and discharge through settlement ponds rather than direct to the stream. 

 

Our farms in Hampshire discharge through settlement ponds into the River Itchen, a chalk 

river which has been designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the EU 

Habitats Directive. This means that the targets for water quality are much more stringent than 

the Water Framework Directive targets which need to be met by watercress farms in other 

areas.  

 

Because of this legislation, the Environment Agency has set limits for phosphate levels in 

watercress discharge water for any watercress growers discharging into an SAC. These limits 

were set in 2014 and came into force in September 2016 and are very low, set typically at 

around 40 µg/l above base levels (which are the natural levels found in our spring water).  As 

well as limits on phosphate, a limit was also set for ammoniacal nitrogen at 0.5mg/l which 

came into force immediately when the permits were first issued in 2014. 

 

As the limits set on these permits were significantly lower than expected, it was realised that 

we would need to take considerable action. The first thing we did was to stop applying any 

nitrogen by changing the fertiliser blend to see what effect this would have on the crop. This 

change was anticipated to have a negative effect, but with some adaptation of our water use, 

very little change was actually seen.  The levels of N found in the spring water proved 

sufficient to grow a successful crop.  As a result of these changes TWC now uses no added 

nitrogen for watercress production.  

 

The phosphate limits were a little more difficult to attain, as cutting out phosphate 

applications without production changes makes the crop unmarketable, increasing levels of 

both purple stems and flowering to unacceptable levels as well as affecting cropping cycle 

times and yields.  

 

The reductions in phosphate use have 

been spearheaded by our Watercress 

Production Manager, Sean Ede, and his 

wife Penny, who have been working on 

our Hampshire farms for nearly 30 years 

and have a wealth of experience and 

knowledge of watercress production.  

 

Investigations took place into many 

different ways of achieving our goals, 

but we kept coming back to the primary 

solution which was to reduce the amount 

that is applied.  

 

All our work would have been far more difficult without the support of the team at the 

Environment Agency, with whom we have developed a strong working relationship over the 

last 5 years. Mike O’Neill (Environment Manager (West) Solent & South Downs Area) stated 

“I was delighted that The Watercress Company faced the issues head on and found a way to 
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significantly reduce the amount of fertilisers they used. They have significantly reduced their 

impact on the river.” Without the support of the EA during the trial period and their 

confidence in our methods for reducing inputs we could not have achieved the dramatic 

reductions as described below. 

 

One of the first actions was to reduce the period when fertiliser is applied.  From September 

through to March practically no additional nutrients are required, and during production 

periods of slower growth, nights or even low light periods there is no benefit in making 

applications as the nutrients will not be taken up by the plant.  We have a constant flow of 

spring water so need to match the need for fertiliser with the specific crop requirement for 

nutrients. As we have demonstrated from our work with nitrogen, watercress is able to derive 

some of its nutrition from the levels found in the groundwater; therefore when applications 

are not being made, the crop has the capability of reducing P levels below the levels found in 

the incoming water supply.  

 

 

Various trials have been carried 

out over the last 3 years, all 

targeted towards increasing the 

capability of crop uptake and 

ultimately reducing the quantity 

of phosphate in our discharge.  

Application rates have therefore 

been matched better with crop 

stages, timing of applications has 

been adjusted to get the most 

benefit and uptake from the 

applications, we have 

investigated different methods of application and we have adjusted the blends so that at 

different stages of growth we can apply different levels of nutrients to better match the needs 

of the crop.  We have also reviewed planting densities and establishment methods to reduce 

the number of plants per square metre and hence the demand for nutrients.  Much of this 

work is a joining of experience and monitoring techniques that include highly technical mobile 

monitoring equipment and sophisticated testing laboratories all over the UK. 

 

Watercress is referred to as a long-day (or more accurately short night) flowering plant. This 

means it takes a reduction in the number of hours of darkness in each 24-hour period to induce 

flowering. Long-day plants typically flower in the northern hemisphere during late spring or 

early summer as days are getting longer. For this reason we need to establish new season 

crops in February-April which are harvested between April and June. After this period the 

risk of flowering reduces and we move to what are called “regrowth” crops that grow from 

retained root material in the beds.  During a season we can expect to get 1-2 new crops and 5-

6 regrowth crops. 

 

With the reduction in phosphate applications and the potential for an increase in flowering, 

there has also been investment in ensuring that the bed bases are in top condition. This allows 
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an even flow of water and hence nutrients throughout the crop which help with the control 

of flowering. 

 

Bed bases are an excellent bank for nutrients which are bound up with the sediment. Cleaning 

out beds to plant a new crop releases these.  We have been able to reduce the number of new 

crops that are planted and this has had a significant effect on nutrient requirements.  There is 

a twofold benefit – firstly a reduction in sediment and the associated phosphate meaning our 

settlement ponds are able to function more efficiently, and secondly a reduction in the overall 

quantity of phosphate that needs to be applied as the subsequent crop already has an 

established root system and a level bed base. 

 

Since 2007 (which was when TWC started to investigate methods of phosphate reduction) we 

have managed to reduce our nitrogen inputs by 100% and our phosphate inputs by 87.5%.  

This is a significant gain for both TWC and the wider environment.  The work has been 

constant, tireless and very demanding on a team that has had to adapt and rethink its 

processes many times. 

 

 
 

We still believe that further reductions can be gained in 2018 and beyond, and although big 

wins such as we have seen over the past 3 years are now much harder to come by we continue 

to work to support our staff with innovative developments to improve our production 

systems and minimise our effect on the downstream river environment.   
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Environment Agency 2017 Fish Monitoring Results – by Dom 

Longley, Senior Environmental Monitoring Officer, Environment Agency 

 

Salmon 
Figure 1 shows daily upstream salmon counts for the Test and Itchen for the whole of 2017, 

as well as average daily flow on both rivers (right hand vertical axis). Also shown are markers 

indicating the long term (2001-2016) average flows for each month, highlighting how 

consistently low flows have been throughout most of 2017. 

 
Figure 1: Test & Itchen daily upstream salmon counts & flow, 2017 

 

Figure 2 shows the cumulative upstream salmon counts on the Test and Itchen throughout 

2017. Please note that these are raw salmon counts and that further calculations are required 

to convert these raw end of year totals into final run estimates. 

 

 
Figure 2: Test & Itchen cumulative daily upstream salmon counts, 2017 
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Eels 
The European Eel is categorised as Critically Endangered by the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) on their 2017 “Red list of threatened species”. Figures 3 and 

4 below show how that level of concern is relevant to the Itchen population. We’ve been 

monitoring eels at the same ten sites on the Itchen since 2009, with fully quantitative electric 

fishing surveys every two years. The first survey was conducted at a time when it had already 

been estimated that European eel recruitment had declined by around 90%, providing a much 

depleted baseline against which to compare our subsequent surveys. Even so, our results 

suggest that Itchen eel abundance is now less than 40% of the 2009 level, although there was 

a very small increase between 2015 and 2017. Analysis of similar data from the River Test 

indicates a similar situation. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Itchen total eel catch Figure 4: Itchen eel catch by site 

 

Rarely is local fish data so unequivocal and the 

message so clear: eels are critically endangered and 

we must all take whatever steps are within our 

power to conserve them at all stages of their 

lifecycle. 

 

 

Eels from the River Test – from ubiquity to rarity within 

our lifetime 

 

 

 

 

The ten biennial eel index surveys on the Itchen also serve as detailed assessments of the 

whole fish community and are especially useful for monitoring salmon parr abundance. 

Figure 5 shows the total number of salmon parr recorded at the four sites (out of ten) where 

the species is found. Also shown are markers indicating the average air temperature in the 

December of the previous year (when the parent salmon were preparing to spawn) – this is 

only one of many climatic influences on salmonids, but high temperatures at that time are 

increasingly recognised as having the potential to impair egg development and, possibly, parr 

abundance the following summer. In fact, although our sample size is small, average 
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December air temperature shows a reasonably strong negative correlation with total Itchen 

salmon parr in the following summer (r=0.66) and there is an even stronger negative 

correlation with parr recorded at the Itchen’s most prolific parr survey site, Shawford (r=0.78). 

This offers an insight into one mechanism by which climate change may exert pressure on 

salmonids in the coming decades. 

 
Figure 5: Salmon parr per site & spawning period temperature 

 

Figure 6 shows total salmon parr numbers caught at our Titchfield survey site on the River 

Meon in all survey years – this is included simply as evidence that, to the best of our 

knowledge, salmon spawn in the Meon annually, meaning that here in Hampshire we have a 

third precious, but largely unsung, salmon river. 

 
Figure 6: Lower Meon salmon parr catches 

 

In 2018 we have only a small number of fish surveys scheduled for the Test and Itchen, 

specifically looking at flow, salmon parr distribution and coarse fish populations. There will 

be a wide range of other river and estuarine fish survey work on other catchments across the 

Solent and South Downs Area. 
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Aardvark McLeod are international travel specialists. For over a decade they have been organising  

holidays for fly fisherman and their families around the world. From swinging flies for salmon in Iceland 

and casting dry flies to rising brown trout in New Zealand to stalking bonefish in the Caribbean or 

hunting giant trevally in the Seychelles to African safaris and horse trekking in South America. 

T: 01980 847389 • E: mail@aardvarkmcleod.com • www.aardvarkmcleod.com 
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SALMON 

 
Test Salmon Group Report 

 

The 2017 season began as it remained for the most, with low levels and unusually clear water 

– never the best conditions for the stalking of salmon wherever you happen to be casting a 

line. Consequently, the final total of fish caught for the river was down on previous seasons, 

with Testwood/Nursling returning 285 salmon and 360 sea-trout. Here at Broadlands 60 

salmon were recorded for the year with a handful of sea-trout taken toward the latter part of 

the season. Around five further fish were reported as being caught above us. There seemed to 

be a lack of larger fish around this year with the best here on the fishery being estimated at 

16lbs. The grilse showed in fits and starts from June onwards, again the low water conditions 

not being particularly conducive to larger pods of fish moving around the system. 

 

By the end of the season fish were easily spotted on the beats, though not easily caught and 

the most success was had by scaling down tackle with size 14 or smaller pheasant tail nymphs 

proving successful for the more laterally minded anglers. I can only assume these tiny nymphs 

trigger a distant parr/smolt feeding memory in the adult salmon..? 

 

The runs of post-season salmon coming into the Test continue to look promising with two 

distinct spikes during late October and early November, with the two highest run days being 

62 (21st October) and 63 (5th November) fish passing through the Nursling fish counter. It is 

good to see that the EA have sourced the funding to both refurbish and upgrade the Nursling 

fish counter this year on the main river and are planning to have the Little Test counter up 

and running, hopefully, for the start of the coming season. As stocks of Atlantic salmon 

continue to decline it is of the utmost importance that we have some accurate 

scientific/counter data on our rivers rather than the reliance on rod caught returns being the 

predominant indicator of what stocks we have in the system. 

 

The TSG met in November for a lively evening of debate on all matters Test salmon related. 

One issue that came to the fore was the importance of fish handling on a catch and release 

river such as ours. Anyone who dips into social media will have seen all manner of images 

showing fish being mishandled to gain a photograph or two prior to release. The TSG have 

agreed to produce a Catch & Release Best Practice leaflet for distribution to anglers on the 

lower fisheries along with length/weight formulae gauges so that the fish can be measured 

and quickly released rather than going through the stress of weighing. We will also be 

supplying “fish friendly” landing nets on the fisheries which rods will be required to use. 

 

Of course, it would not be possible to complete a Test Salmon Group report without Southern 

Water making their annual appearance and this year is no different. In short, as I am sure 

there will be much mention of the various Southern Water Testwood, Candover and 

Otterbourne abstraction issues in other articles herein, in June the Environment Agency 

served Southern Water with a section 52 (Water Resources Act) licence change, reducing the 

overall licence for abstraction at the Testwood plant from 136 ml/d to 80Ml/d and to also 

impose a future HOF (hands off flow) on the river as a whole. Southern Water have objected, 
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as you would expect, and an inquiry is scheduled for March this year. So, once again, it is a 

case of requesting that you continue to “watch this space”.  

If there is one concern it is this; Southern Water argue that without the flexibility of the 

Testwood licence (and the lack of forward planning to source alternative supplies), they 

(Southern Water) are likely to fall short of their DO (deployable output) in drought conditions. 

Should this be the case then Southern Water have highlighted Testwood as the company’s 

primary abstraction target for seeking a Drought Order from the Secretary of State. Whilst this 

may not be an issue for one year, should we find ourselves in a three (or more) year dry 

weather cycle then the outcome could be catastrophic for the Test salmon stocks – yet another 

case of keeping our fingers crossed rather than applauding Southern Water for adopting a 

more forward-thinking strategy on their future water requirements.  

Suffice to say, the TSG remain consolidated on the view that Southern Water should not 

simply assume they will be able to plunder the Test’s water just because it is a cheap and easy 

option. I am sure there will be more to be said in next year’s report….. 

On a positive end note, despite most Scottish and northern rivers seeing a continued decline 

in returning salmon stocks this year past, the rivers of the south east seem to be holding steady 

for the time being. But this should not be reason for complacency on our part. Everything we 

can do as owners and fisheries to enhance good water quality, juvenile habitat and adult 

survival should be adopted as the Atlantic salmon continues to find itself under ever 

increasing pressures out with of our jurisdiction. 

Tight Lines for 2018  

Neil Freeman 

Itchen Salmon Group Report 

The early months of the 2017 salmon season were characterised by low flows with the real 

threat of an impending drought. Fortunately, July, August and September proved to be wet 

and the river Itchen scraped through. Under these conditions Lower Itchen Fishery had an 

excellent season with their second best ever catch (277salmon/grilse). The Gaters Mill fish pass 

data shows only 300 salmon by the end of October so clearly the majority of the run settled in 

the lower river. 

The Environment Agency’s most recent assessment of salmon stocks on the River Itchen 

(2016) was ‘Probably at Risk’ and worryingly stocks of juvenile fish ‘low and declining’. 

Eastleigh Borough Council’s Local Plan which aims to put 5200 houses within the catchment 

of Bowlake Stream north of Bishopstoke and Fair Oak presents a significant threat to the future 

of the Itchen salmon run and its ability to recover to sustainable levels. The Bowlake stream 

is one of the largest of the clay based catchments south of Twyford and joins the Itchen 

midway between the Otterbourne river abstraction point(-45megalitres/day) and Chickenhall 

STW(+20megalitres/day). The stretch between these 2 points is over-abstracted and the 
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augmentation flow provided by the Bowlake stream is a characteristic feature of the Itchen 

SAC providing a stimulus to migratory fish during periods of heavy rain. The Bowlake stream 

drains the high ground towards Crowd Hill and Stoke Park Woods and contains a number of 

headwater streams and ditches that drain on a steady gradient down to the Itchen valley. This 

slope is where many of the houses are proposed by the developer extending right down to the 

Bowlake Stream itself. 

 

The Itchen is a low energy river and only rarely is there sufficient winter flow to turn over the 

gravel river bed. Consequently, suitable clean spawning gravel for salmon is restricted with 

the many weirs and hatches around Winchester blocking salmon from utilising the upper 

river.  There are really only a handful of spawning areas that are used by salmon on the Itchen 

with Shawford and Winchester below Blackbridge being perhaps the most effective. 

However, Bishopstoke and Ham Farm on the lower river/Itchen Navigation are both 

significant spawning areas and these are threatened by increases in silt and pollutants running 

off the link road/housing development either during the 20 year plus construction phase or 

post construction.  

 

With global warming and a likely increase in prolonged high intensity rainfall events, it is 

essential that the spawning areas of the lower river are protected from inappropriate 

development within the clay catchments of the lower river. The topography and westerly 

extent of the proposed development in Option B is clearly a threat to the Itchen SAC and its 

listed species, particularly salmon.  

 

With ABP apparently looking to resurrect the Dibden Bay port expansion as soon as Brexit is 

sorted, and concern over the Woodmill project and the ability of salmon to run through a 

canoe slalom, the outlook for Chalkstream salmon has never been under greater threat. 

 

Chris Pearson 
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RIVER TEST 
 
Piscatorial Society – Freefolk 

 

As I write, storm Caroline has reached out shores, bringing with her some much-needed rain.  

I do hope that all her sisters follow her here this winter as we definitely need their bounty.  A 

particularly challenging year on all fronts dominated, as it was, with very low river levels to 

start the season, late weed growth and bright sunny days. 

 

The resident swans, as is their wont, stripped the river of weed over the winter rendering the 

levels to ‘bare bones’ going into the spring.  The absence of any flow meant that the weed 

could not get going with its usual May surge.  As a consequence, we did not actually cut any 

weed until July and even then it was only a ‘nip and tuck’ affair. Careful cutting again in 

August to maintain levels, but by then the blanket weed had appeared and gradually 

smothered all for the remainder of the season. In fact, here at Freefolk, the blanket weed is 

only now showing signs of dying back and made for some seriously challenging grayling 

fishing. 

 

On the fly front, things were less gloomy.  Good hatches of olives to open the season, some 

fine BWO late June/July and very good Pale Watery to see the trout season out.  Mayfly were 

short and sweet and fewer than previous years, although this beat is not known for its Mayfly 

hatches.  The best of the fishing was to be had, as ever, in the evenings, and more so this season 

given the river conditions and bright sunny days.  Having said that, the ‘evening rise’ for the 

most part was relatively brief. 

 

On a positive note, cormorant incursions were much reduced, suggesting that the ‘catchment 

licence’ is paying dividends and the river project carried out last Autumn on the lower section 

of the beat did come into its own.  The narrowing/bank re-profiling meant that when the weed 

did get underway, it did so first in the restored section.  The new riffle was peppered with 

redds over Christmas resulting in spawning in an area of the river that never previously have 

any and the woody debris provided cover/habitat early season in a channel devoid of weed.  

Being a wild fishery, it is vital to provide/enhance the habitat to ensure its suitability to all age 

classes and maintain a healthy population. 

 

Craig Dawson  

 

Tufton Syndicate 

 

The fishing season at Tufton started with worryingly low water levels due to the lack of rain 

through the autumn and winter. 

 

By early May we had lots of Ranunculus in flower, this in the areas that hadn't been stripped 

bare by swans. The bed of the river had the usual (these days!) algal bloom and the river had 

a slight tinge to it. Years ago this would have been a rare event but is sadly the norm these 

days.  
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Towards the back end of April, we had a few grannom hatching off the river and, for a few 

days, lots of hawthorn flies over the meadows, however, there were very few about once we'd 

started fishing. 

 

I saw my first mayfly on the second of May. 

We had a very good hatch of mayfly this 

season, these plus some good olive hatches in 

the three weeks before the June weed cut 

made for some quite exceptional fishing. 

Strangely, on some evenings about halfway 

through the mayfly period, some of the trout 

would totally ignore the mayfly and switch to 

feeding on the olives. 

 

A cautious approach was taken for the June weed cut as the river was very low and I needed 

to keep the water levels up (always a difficult compromise). Incidentally, blanket weed was 

appearing before the June cut in the slower sections of the river. Usually we don't see much 

in the way of blanket weed until August, if then. This was no doubt due to the low water and 

intense heat and sunshine. The July cut was difficult due to a combination of strong weed 

growth, blanket weed and low flows. The August cut was very difficult due to the sheer 

volume of weed growth and having to clear down large areas of blanket weed before being 

able to cut the good weed, all this being compounded by the very large amount of cut weed 

coming down from beats above Tufton. Without doubt one of the most difficult August cuts 

that I've had to deal with. 

 

Thankfully we had lots of rain through the latter half of the season which helped to keep the 

river at a low but fishable level, without this rain we would have really struggled through to 

the end of the season. However, despite the low flows, blanket weed etc. once again we had a 

very good season! 

 

At the moment (mid-December) the river is very low and we are desperate for a lot of steady 

wet weather. Trout spawning has been very good so far with lots of redds on all beats, and as 

per usual herons are taking advantage of this in the low water. Cormorants are also appearing 

in numbers again. A female goosander was hunting in the gardens beat, the first one I've ever 

seen here. A very pretty bird but not wanted here so it was scared off in the hope that it will 

not return. 

 

The waterfowl were doing very well until an otter started 'doing the rounds' once again, the 

ducklings and moorhen chicks started disappearing at an alarming rate as have the grayling, 

more so than the trout it would appear for some reason. 

 

Fly life this season was once again fair with some great mayfly and sedge hatches and the 

occasional really good olive hatch. Some good olive hatches have continued even up to the 

last week, with trout rising to them, despite the cold weather. Fingers crossed for some wet 

weather, the river needs it! 

Paul Moncaster 

Hatch Pool on Bye Stream 
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Middleton Estate 

 

As a continuation of  the ‘re-wilding’ of certain Middleton Beats in 2015 and 2016, we have 

continued to undertake measures to improve the natural habitat. Brushwood burns, hinged-

in trees and various log deflectors. These 

measures were proven throughout the 2016 

Season with our wild Trout population on the 

increase, though lack of water remains a 

concern. 

 

We also continued to increase the areas of 

gravel washed, with more stretches on 

different beats washed creating more 

spawning redds. 

 

Come the start of May and the beginning of 

another season, it was nice to see a massive emergence of Hawthorn after early absences in 

the past 3 years. It was refreshing to see lots of wild fish feeding on plentiful Mayfly with the 

first notable hatch recorded on 23rd May. 

 

We continue to have problems with overwintering Mute Swans, and although our beats are 

grazed heavily there was no re-growth this year until late July. Which in turn meant very little 

weed to cut and cause low water levels throughout the summer! 

 

Rods enjoyed some grayling fishing in October after which the Beats were left quiet so the 

trout could spawn in peace. Herons and Cormorants still remain a problem, but the bigger 

threat is the lack of flow and the resultant destruction of habitat by swans. 

 

Andy Clay 

 

Wherwell Estate 

 

This season was a bit of a mixture at Wherwell as, indeed, it probably was for most of the 

river. Water shortage was of course the big problem, resulting in poor weed growth. In spite 

of this, May and June fished quite well and good sport was had by our rods. However, by 

July, our beat 8 was no longer fishable due to the lack of water and this was soon followed by 

beats 7 and 9. 

 

Fortunately, although low, our other beats survived the rest of the season even though put 

under extra pressure to accommodate rods transferred from the unfishable beats. 

Considerable effort was put in by our farm secretary (who also runs the fishing bookings) to 

ensure that everybody who had booked on the closed beats was moved on to an alternative 

beat or an alternative day so nobody was disappointed and many expressed their gratitude. 

 

The general lack of weed growth did mean that blanket and other undesirable ones were not 

a problem but of course we are very short of Ranunculus and badly need good growth during 

Gravel washing 



 

RIVER TEST 

 

56 
 

the winter. With low water making it easier for the swans to get down to the roots of the 

Ranunculus, it will take time for recovery. However, the lower water levels may have 

contributed to the fact that we had less problems with swans (and herons and cormorants) 

later in the season. We do however have trouble with otters who killed quite a few fish. 

 

As usual, the most successful flies were Mayflies and the Grey Wulff along with the inevitable 

Daddy Long Legs. Other productive flies this year were Klinkhammers, Adams, Black Gnats, 

Sedges and PTNs. What was pleasing to see was an improvement in successes with 

Hawthorns for the third year running. On the other hand, a number of old favourites were 

somewhat sparse, such as Olives, GRHE, BWO, Iron Blues and Greenwell Glories. 

 

I don't know if others experienced an abnormal number of unusually large fish but that was 

certainly the case here. We had 49 fish of 4lbs or more as opposed to 28 last year. These 

included 3 of 6lbs and, in pride of place, one of 6lbs 8ozs, caught on a Mayfly on 16th May on 

our beat 10. 

 

Thus ended a rather difficult year but which seemed to have been enjoyed by our rods in spite 

of the problems. We hope for a less stressful year in 2018 but we need a lot of rain during the 

winter, preferably not on Mondays when most of our shoots take place! 

  

Marquess Camden 

 

 

The Watch Estate, Chilbolton Common 

 

End of season results showed that 2017 wasn’t as bad as I thought.  Luckily the Estate has 

main river, carrier and 2 lakes, so there is always somewhere to try in challenging conditions. 

 

The lakes remained fishable all year, where some seasons we have had algal bloom. The 

dismal summer and treatments helped. There were very few ducklings and other bird life this 

year. I suspect the otter has had an effect on these, as well as on our Grayling population.  I 

often find piles of scales on the bank. The foxes soon clear up the bodies. 

 

The best flies were, again, emergers and daddies, as well as sedges.  Fly hatches were again 

sporadic and unpredictable.  Sometimes they were just 5-10 minutes long and usually when 

the rods were on their way home. 

 

I have no large river improvements planned this winter – just some bridge replacements and 

new fishing seats. 

 

As I write, at Christmas, flows are still not recovering and I am praying for good January and 

February rainfall. 

 

The main river still has a lot of rubbish that could do with being ‘fished out’ before spring.  I 

have seen more cormorants than usual recently. They are difficult to get near since strong 

winds took down a roosting tree. 
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2018 must be better than this year, as although it wasn’t a disaster, it could have been a lot 

better. 

 

Jeff Hounslow  

 

 

Testcombe 

 

In general, it was a difficult season with low water levels throughout which allowed algal 

growth to flourish due to low dilution.  The Mayfly hatch was strong again this year but did 

not last as long as last season.  Thereafter, fly life was sparse to non-existent. 

 

The fly life was very poor throughout the season.  Some success was had with Daddy’s and 

other surface attractors but the lack of upwing flies was pretty extreme. 

 

We had very low water levels throughout the season and it continues now.  Blanket Weed is 

spreading throughout as there is little dilution with continued low water.  Weed growth has 

suffered as a result.  Abtraction and low rainfall levels are the major suspects. 

 

Our catch records have held up well given the low water and the lack of weed growth, 

although the earlier than normal (i.e. from mid June) use of nymphs probably helped keep the 

numbers up.  

 

There were no real problems with the weed cuts this year probably due to the low water levels 

which meant little cutting was carried out in order to hold the flow so we didn’t lose what 

water we had too quickly.  Clearing off was sparse and carried out without any problems. In 

short, similar to last season. 

 

The resident Heron continues to roost on the roof of the fishing hut, the elevation gives him 

eyesight of both the main river and carriers! 

 

A serious problem is the propagation of what I call  “Ribbon Weed” .  It has spread throughout 

the system and serves no purpose to the fishing.  I can only assume that the low water levels 

have allowed cut weed from up river to root along the way downstream.  Once rooted, it 

spreads throughout and prohibits the growth of good weeds, and the long-term damage it 

will cause is not known but I suspect it will be serious due to its ability to spread once rooted.  

I tried to identify it in Jim Glasspool’s excellent book but cannot find it.  Unfortunately, I have 

plenty of examples in our beats!!  This is a real threat to the system. 

 

Ed Stebbins 

 

 

  



 

Lyndilou Ltd. 

 

CHILBOLTON  STOCKBRIDGE  HAMPSHIRE 

 

FISH SMOKING SERVICE 

Fishermen’s Trout & Salmon 

Cold Smoked, Boned, 

Trimmed, Sliced 

Interleaved & Vacuum Packed 

 

Established in 1989, the Smokery uses traditional skills, 

burning English Oak sawdust in brick kilns to produce 

wonderful flavours without the aid of any artificial 

additives or dyes 

 

All fish to be bagged separately. 

 

Deliver your catch any time in  

daylight hours, fresh or frozen to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal Address: 

The Watch Estate, Coley Lane, Chilbolton, Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6AQ 

For further information please telephone: 

01264 860813 
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Fullerton Fishery 

 

The hot weather at the beginning of the season, along with the lack of water, led me to think 

that the fishing would be virtually over by the June weed cut. Consequently I increased the 

stocking to give rods a good memorable Mayfly season. 

 

Then the weather changed and conditions reverted to the traditional English summer – 

showers.  There was never enough rain to improve flows, summer rain rarely does, as heavy 

downpours run off the hard ground and budding trees draw a lot of water. The river 

continued to drop away and fishing became very difficult as trout became educated very 

quickly. The Mayfly hatch was adequate but not as prolonged as some years, when good 

weather can see spinner returns for weeks. 

 

What a contrast between the river Test and the river Anton. The Anton looked good with good 

weed growth, despite the lower flows.  This river clears a lot quicker than the Test, which 

usually takes until the June cut.  Without winter flooding to shift the detritus, the problem is 

worse. In normal years I have thick Ranunculus on the Test by the Mayfly pub. Sometimes it 

is so thick I need to cut with the chainlinks.  This year the swans decimated it as flows were 

so low they could graze comfortably. In 2017 the swans ate every piece of Ranunculus on 2 ½ 

beats. This helped cause the levels to drop further and fish were very spooky. One rod 

reverted to using extra-long leaders and tiny flies down to 26. 

 

It is good the T&I are now addressing the swan problem, but I fear it is all long-term. The 

resident 15-20 birds will outlive me I expect! 

 

Otters remain a problem – especially in low flows. Several fish were caught with bad wounds 

from bites. 

 

The weed cuts went well and I hardly touched the Test. I cut ribbon weed spears to allow 

upstream weed to pass through by left as much as possible. 

 

After mid-season, when we allow nymph fishing, things improved.   

 

In summary, this season was unspectacular and hopefully 2018 will be better. 

 

Jeff Hounslow  

 

 

Leckford Estate 

 

A few Hawthorn fly were still evident on opening day and fish were taken on the artificial. 

Iron Blue and Dark Olive hatches filled in the fortnight until the Mayfly began to emerge. The 

15th saw enough on the water to get the fish up and feeding on them. There were some fantastic 

returns of Spinner, but late in the evening after many of the Rods had caught their fish and 

gone home. 
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The June weed cut was fairly conservative. With river levels dropping and an unseasonably 

hot spell, we left as much as we could to hold the water. This was the pattern adopted with 

the July and August cuts. Ribbon weed grew at a phenomenal rate in the sunshine and would 

have rendered some beats unfishable if not hit hard. Surprisingly, the Ranunculus grew well 

on the shallows despite the low levels. 

 

After weeks without proper rain, as soon as 

the Combine was fired up the weather 

changed. Although a life saver for the Fishing 

Department the Crops team had a difficult 

harvest and I had to curb my enthusiasm for 

the rain whenever I went to the office. 

 

The channel narrowing project on Beat 7 had 

some measurable success, as the sluggish 

middle section now had enough flow to hold 

a few fish and Star Wort has taken over from 

the Mares Tail that was previously prevalent. 

 

The highlight of the Season was the fantastic 

last two months, plenty of fly and fish rising freely. No Daddy Long Legs, strangely, 

considering the huge numbers seen in 2016. Maybe the late frost in May killed the larvae. 

 

Concerns over the lack of waterfowl, Coots, Moorhens, Ducks, all seem to have had a bad 

breeding season. Is this common to the river? Are Otters to blame? Certainly nests are being 

ransacked by something. 

 

Let’s hope this rain continues for another month or two. 

 

Rob Goldsworthy 

 

 

Houghton Club 

 

Again, as last year, we had concerns about water levels and rising water temperatures. 

Fortunately, during the summer the grey, cooler days reduced the water temperatures 

without which we would have had some serious problems, although we did have some fish 

deaths prior to this.  

 

The weed growth was slow and fishing was slow to start, but with careful fish stocking it 

turned out to be quite a good year.  Mayfly was again average but later hatches of fly were 

down. Fishing later in the season was difficult but fishermen did reasonably well.  

 

Swan numbers have not decreased but cormorant numbers were down until recently when 

larger numbers have been coming up the valley. 

 

 Stocking at Leckford 
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River restoration works are maturing and have been extremely beneficial with the low water 

levels.  

 

Still hoping for a wet end to the winter.  

 

The T & I seem to be taking some important steps forward which I believe will be beneficial 

to all fisheries.  

 

Ray Hill 

 

 

Bossington Estate 

 

In order to mitigate the low flows of 2017 combined with less weed growth, trees were hinged 

into the river on some beats to pinch the flow and scour the river bed.  The deeper water and 

increased velocity created an improved environment for both fish and anglers.   

 

Old Station Beat and Old Stews Beat that had been restored in 2013 and 2015 came into their 

own post-July.  Flows were still good compared with other beats and the fish held well.  

Invertebrate sampling on Old Stews show improving invertebrate variety and numbers. 

 

In October we started the restoration of 

House and Home Beats with the main 

objective of removing the weir alongside 

the thatched fishing hut on the Home 

Beat. The water levels on the heavily 

canalised section upstream of the weir 

dropped by more than three feet. 

Hundreds of tonnes of silt were removed 

and 5000 tonnes of site-won gravel was 

introduced.  The gravel was placed to 

create a sinuous succession of rifles and 

pools, narrowing of the channel in places 

and bed-raising.   

 

The restoration project was 

another successful 

collaboration including The 

Environment Agency, Cain 

BioEngineering and the  

Bossington Estate.   

 

 

 

 

 

Weir removal 

 Weir removed 
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Fish passage is now so improved that we have 

salmon spawning in front of Bossington House for 

the first time ever.  The increased flows also appear 

to create more of a challenge for the swans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Restored island 

Will Buckley 

 

 

Pittleworth Fishery 

 

Lower than average rainfall throughout the winter meant that we had very low flows at the 

start of the season. I think that we all knew that this year was going to be difficult. 

 

By the end of June levels were dropping even further, exacerbated by very hot weather. By 

early July the water temperature was 20c, consequently fishing became very difficult, 

although fish were seen they showed no interest in taking a fly. Throughout this time water 

clarity was good. From mid-July, intermittent rain kept the river ticking over. 

 

Weed growth was fairly well established by the start of the season. In fact, the shallows had 

to be cut in April before the fishing began. It was mostly Ranunculus and water parsnip, with 

less ribbon weed than usual. What pleased me was the absence of blanket weed. This didn't 

Thatched fishing hut 
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appear until late September which was a surprise considering the low flows, high water 

temperatures and bright sunshine. 

 

Fly life was very disappointing. Some hawthorn were seen on a few days but not enough to 

get the fish interested. The mayfly was average for Pittleworth which normally has an 

abundance of these flies. B.W.O., Iron blue and Pale Wateries were very poor. Even the sedges 

didn't make much of an appearance. The declining fly life here is a very worrying trend.  

 

This was as expected a difficult season, so it was a nice surprise to see that fish catches were 

only slightly down. Cormorants are still present and apparently have been causing problems 

for a long time. In an extract from the 1958 AGM of the Southampton Piscatorial Society they 

commented that 'a large number of cormorants were feeding on the Dorset Stour, the secretary had 

asked the Avon and Dorset River Board to take action'!  

 

River restoration work above Pittleworth 

over the last 2 months and the use of 

locally sourced materials has resulted in 

weeks where the river has been very 

discoloured with heavy chalky deposits. 

Unfortunately, this sediment has settled 

along the riverbed throughout our beats 

including good spawning areas. I am 

deeply saddened that this has been 

allowed to take place particularly as the 

project has been monitored by the E.A. In 

future, I very much hope that there will be 

a consultation period prior to work 

commencing which would allow affected 

fisheries to make comments if they felt the proposed work was going to be detrimental to 

them.        

                                                              

Brian Parker   

 

 

Testfield Beat, Mottisfont 

 

The season started with poor water clarity due to the usual algal bloom, which made fishing 

difficult in the first half of May as the fish were not rising due to a shortage of fly life and they 

could not be seen in the water. The Mayfly hatch was very good and this was the only part of 

the season, where you could rely on a good rise of trout every day, but the second half of June 

was difficult due to the very hot temperatures. 

 

The remainder of the season produced average catches, but the majority of fish were caught 

on nymphs or large dry flies such as Daddy’s or Red Wulffs. There were hatches of up-winged 

flies on most days, but never in sufficient quantity to produce consistently rising fish even if 

the rods stayed until dark. 

Coloured water directly below restoration work 
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The water level was low at the start of the 

season, but luckily the wet weather in August 

prevented a major problem in September. 

However, the low water levels meant that the 

swans could easily reach the bottom 

throughout the river and they were 

responsible for stripping out all the 

ranunculus and starwort. This had the effect 

of dropping water levels even further and 

there were large areas of the river with no 

cover for trout and no habitat for fly life. On 

most days this summer there were more than 

20 adult swans on less than a mile of river. 

 

William Sleeman 

 

 

Mottisfont – National Trust 

 

The 2017 season started with worryingly low water levels after an extremely dry winter. 

However the early season fishing was productive and mayfly arrived a good week or so 

earlier than we usually expect to see them. Although the hatches started relatively light, the 

fish were on them straight away and we had some of our best mayfly fishing of recent years. 

All the beats fished well with the Main in particular seeing some huge hatches by the end of 

May. 

 

Weed growth up to June weed 

cut was extremely heavy in some 

areas, especially on our Main and 

Rectory beats. However with 

water levels still a concern, the 

cut itself was kept relatively 

light. The fishing between June 

and July weed cuts was pretty 

much as expected with sporadic 

olive hatches and reasonable 

numbers of sedge on the water in 

the evenings. Thankfully a wet 

start to July meant that when it 

came to clearing down at the end 

of weed cut, the water levels 

were really no lower than they 

had been at the end of June. 

 

The fishing in July and August proved to be more challenging than usual. Higher than average 

rainfall in both months was a blessing for maintaining water levels but put a damper on the 

 June on the Main Beat 
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hatches and curtailed days for the rods. The exception proved to be our beat of the river Dun 

which seemed to produce feeding fish and lots of action regardless of the weather. Of course, 

when conditions allowed we still saw good evening rises across the fishery with plenty of 

sedge about, and olives on overcast days when the rain stayed away!  

 

August was probably the lightest cut in my five years at Mottisfont, with very little weed 

growth since July. Fishing to the end of the season picked up considerably with lots of daddy 

long legs about. The olives hatched consistently, if not in huge numbers, right to the end of 

October. In fact on warmer days since the season finished we’re still seeing steady olive 

hatches right into December – good for the members who enjoy grayling fishing no doubt. 

The river Dun continued to fish particularly well, giving us our highest catch returns ever for 

the beat over the course of the season. 

 

This wasn’t the only exciting news for the 

river Dun this year. For the first time in our 

bi-annual electrofishing survey we found 

Salmon parr! Some four years ago we 

altered the weir at the downstream extent 

of our beat to allow fish passage, and 

similar projects to make the Dun navigable 

to migrating fish have been undertaken up 

and down the river. Although the parr 

were in limited numbers and we’re yet to 

witness salmon spawning on the beat 

ourselves, it’s extremely encouraging, and we’ll be looking out for more evidence of salmon 

running the Dun again this winter. 

Having spent much of winter 2016/17 making improvements and repairs to our fishery 

infrastructure, re-boarding bridges and repairing paths, it’s been great to start the 2018 winter 

getting stuck into some habitat works on the Oakley beat. Several trees have been laid in along 

with some large log defectors in order to increase diversity of flow rates and depths, clean 

some areas of gravel and of course create interesting fishing opportunities for the rods come 

the 2018 season. 

 

Neil Swift 

 

 

Lower Mottisfont  

 

After a dry winter the river levels are not too bad, water clarity is good for this early in the 

season with good patches of Ranunculus showing.  Still signs of last years blanket weed on 

the deeper section, but with no heavy rain in the winter, this is not surprising. 

 

Not many hawthorn fly seen again, but good numbers of sedge and olives bring the fish to 

the surface.  With the water getting warmer, ribbon weed is growing fast on the shallow 

sections of the river, making the fish harder to see.  Large hatches of mayfly showing after a 

Salmon Parr on the Dun 
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big thunder storm, turning the water silty, but water levels are so low there will not be very 

much weed to cut in June. 

Fish sitting low and showing no interest to fly life, all but CDC and small green olives doing 

the honours. With the last weed cut underway, a large amount of ribbon weed has been cut, 

but with the water being warm it’s not long before it’s out of the surface and making the 

fishing more difficult, so hoping for a cold, wet winter – sorry to say! 

 

Matt Jeans 

 

 

Kimbridge Estate 

 

Water levels, as expected, were very low but water clarity was extremely good. The Main 

River became very slow towards the end of the season, although the Farmhouse Beat and the 

Carriers feeding it fared better. Most of the season you would hardly think that there was a 

problem with low flows on these stretches. 

 

Our Fishing Club experienced one of their toughest ever seasons, from Mid-June to 

September; the fishing was very difficult, lots of fish were simply uninterested or moved out 

of the way of an artificial fly. It may have been due to the weather being extremely hot and 

then very wet with no gradual change in-between, this happened all through this period. The 

fish must have wondered what was going on. 

 

Rising fish of an evening were non-existent through most of the season even though we had 

some good Olive hatches. Swans decimated the Water crowfoot and then got stuck into the 

Water Parsnip later in the season. 

 

Weed cutting was carefully controlled during all three cuts. Only Ribbon Weed was seriously 

cut, everything else was left to help maintain water levels. Even on the deep parts of our Main 

river, which is 13ft deep in places, the weed boat cutters were kept 3ft off the bottom to give 

some cover for the fish.  

 

Water temperatures in the fish farm got alarmingly high at times. Tthe farm was starved on 

these occasions. At one time the water got to 22°C. By taking these steps fish losses were kept 

to minimal numbers. 

 

Swans stripping weed 
 

The result after the swans had finished 
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We had a good Mayfly period but didn’t see the numbers on the surface at the end of the day 

like we have seen before. Although good numbers hatched from the beginning of May, our 

best period was between the 21 and 28 May. 

 

Grannom hatches were excellent again and Kimbridge also had a better Hawthorn hatch than 

previous years. Quite a hatch between 14 and the 18 April got the fish interested in taking fly 

off the surface. On the opening Club Members Day Daddy Longlegs and Hawthorn patterns 

caught fish as expected. 

 

Poaching incidents were high this season. Every month we  had problems with groups turning 

up late in the afternoon/early evening. 

 

As I write this report there is no sign of rain and the Main River is slow. Hopefully a good   

wet start to the new year will top levels up and this will carry us through next season. If not, 

it will be a worrying 2018 fishing season. 

 

Steven Brown 
 

 

Kimbridge Ginger Beer Beat 

 

In the early spring, our keeper Myles Levy left us to take up a new position with Natural 

England. Whilst it is always sad to see a valued member of our team leave, it was equally 

rewarding to see Myles progress in his career and continue his love for the conservation of 

our rivers. Our new keeper Jason Swinerd joined us just as the season started and had a 

frenetic couple of weeks licking everything into shape before the first rods arrived.  

 

The early season fished comparatively well with some reasonable Large Dark Olive hatches 

and Hawthorn falls getting the fish moving. The previous autumn and in particular December 

had been very dry. This resulted in very low levels, which were to become problematic as we 

approached the end of the Mayfly period. The June weed cut was a very cautious affair, little 

more than a minor attack on the worst areas of ribbon weed but leaving significant bars, 

particularly at the bottom of the beat to help hold up the levels. Unfortunately, one of the 

consequences of low flows in the early spring is that it makes it much easier for swans to do 

significant damage to the weed. This year we had 13 swans in residence, which managed to 

strip all the Ranunculus on our lower shallows before moving on to do damage elsewhere. It 

is encouraging to learn that significant progress has been made on the Avon in regards to 

humane and effective population control measures and a similar program is being 

investigated for the Test.  
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In recent years we have switched 

from purely day lets and now 

have a number of syndicate rods 

taking bi-weekly days. This has 

actually reduced the pressure on 

the fishery and is resulting in 

better fishing as the members 

tend to take a more relaxed 

approach to their day, rather than 

fishing hard all day long.  

 

Its good news to hear the government is planning to ban the use of neonicotinoids on both 

flowering plants and winter cereal crop seeds. Both land born and aquatic flying insects have 

been in serious decline since its introduction. Hopefully this will be another step forward in 

helping restore our invertebrate populations. As I write this, the rain is lashing down and it 

looks like we are in for a wet few weeks. This bodes well for a good start to the 2018 season. 

 

Richard Banbury 

 

 

Timsbury Fishery 

 

The first weeks of the season were mixed, with very cold, dry weather to start with, then heavy 

showers, followed by unseasonably high temperatures. As a result, the fishing was quite 

mixed.   

 

During the early part of the season we enjoyed some truly massive hatches of Grannom 

Caddis (Brachycentrus Subnubilis).  Unfortunately, the fish only fed on them occasionally, 

which was very disappointing given the quantity of surface fly.  The Mayfly season lasted for 

four weeks, from 7 May to 3 June, which is a more ‘normal’ length compared to last year when 

it lasted nearly 7 weeks. There were some excellent Mayfly evenings combined with patchy 

days due to the cold and wet weather. This year, just like season 2016, the two most successful 

artificials were the Grey Wulff and the Spent Male Mayfly. 

 

July was warm, very wet and windy. There have been some consistent spells of fishing, 

followed by very slow periods where some fishermen struggled. There were no particularly 

good hatches of anything, only a few sedges in the late evening and nothing else has shown.  

As usual, the “Robjent’s Daddy Long Legs” dominated, catching a lot of fish, along with a 

weighted Pheasant Tail Nymph (PTN).  

 

Fortunately, August was wet, and if it had not been then the rest of the season would have 

been very difficult. The rain topped up the river and freshened it up enabling us to get through 

the rest of the season with reasonable conditions. Both August and September saw hatches of 

sedges and some olives but, as in former seasons, the Daddy Long Legs dominated. September 

saw good fishing, although not as successful as last year. 
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The June weedcut went very well.  Of course, there wasn’t a huge amount that needed cutting 

due to the low water, and there was just a small amount of cut weed moving downstream 

after the final clearing off day, which lasted all morning. The July weed cut went very 

smoothly, with no weed coming down after the final clearing day. The frequent rain has much 

improved the water levels, however the river remained low. As a consequence, the weed was 

cut sparingly to maintain the levels. The August cut was much heavier, and the increased 

flows from the constant rain helped a great deal. Like July, very little weed came down stream 

after the last clearing off day. 

 

The Timsbury fishery permits fish to be returned to the water after they have been caught. 

The syndicate members are always asked to observe the “Rules of Return”: 

When practicing catch and release,  

Only use barbless hooks, (it is a simple matter to crush the barbs flat on flies with fishing pliers). 

Anglers must use sufficiently heavy tackle so that the fish can be landed quickly without it becoming 

exhausted.  

Anglers must be careful to minimize their handling of the fish as removing the protective slime and/or 

scales increases the likelihood of infection and reduces the fish’s chance of survival.  

Netting the fish should be avoided. However, if netting the fish is unavoidable, a cotton mesh or rubber 

net should be used, (they are less abrasive than plastic-based material and the use of knotted nets is 

illegal).  

How to release fish to increase chances of survival: 

1. Leave the fish in the water if possible. Do not handle it. 

2. Use a hook remover. 

3. Do not put fingers in the eyes or gills of the fish. 

4. If handling is necessary, wet your hands first and get the fish back into the water as quickly as 

possible. 

5. Do not squeeze the fish, which can cause it internal damage. 

6. Hold the fish lightly, facing upstream, allowing the water to flow over its gills. Rock the fish 

gently backwards and forwards. When the fish has recovered it will swim away. If a fish is 

bleeding badly, has swallowed the hook or is exhausted 

beyond recovery, it must be killed as quickly as possible. 

I am interested in the number of other fisheries that permit 

catch and release and how many fish die after being 

released, having seemed fit when returned to the water. 

As Norman Thelwell said in the “Compleat Tangler “ – “It’s 

always a pleasure to see a fish returned to its natural 

environment.” 
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This season we were very fortunate to have a breeding 

pair of Kingfishers on one of our carriers, immediately 

adjacent to a bridge. The birds could be seen frequently 

sitting on the bridge handrail or in the branch of a tree on 

the carrier bank looking for their next meal. Our thanks to 

Richard Jacobs for this photograph.  

 

Jonathan Durrant 

 

 

 

 

The Parsonage 

 

This season over half our reported catch has been before the June weed cut, with Mayfly 

beginning to show from 5 May and still catching into June. Though the last big hatch was 

mentioned over the Bank Holiday weekend. Post weed cut nymph became the fly of choice. 

 

September, usually our second most successful month, was disappointing, probably due to 

the low water, especially in the carriers.   

 

When the season ended we took the opportunity to remove the sluice and bridge at the top of 

our carrier, in the hope of correcting the flow into the carrier, which had been running 

‘upstream’. After much work, placing gravel and repairing the banks it appeared that we had 

achieved a good result.  Sadly, two weeks later my upstream neighbour dredged again and 

the flow has reversed.  However, it looks far better, we will hope that it settles in the next 

season. 

 

Janet Grimstone  

 

Broadlands  

 

The season started with good flows and 

spring salmon was seen running as early as 

mid-February. The first fish was grassed 

April 27th, a fine 13lb hen fish taken on the 

swung fly. Water temperatures peaked at 

over 21° in late May and early June and 

salmon fishing was stopped for a number of 

days. Grilse appeared mid-June and catches 

were steady till the end of the season. The 

final tally was 60 fish ... 20 salmon and 40 

grilse.  

 
1st fish of the season at Broadlands 



 

RIVER TEST 

 

71 
 

Fly life was good; a good show of grannom and hawthorn gave way to large darks, then 

mayfly which came off in abundance through late May. The hatch was completed by June. 

Rainy days mid-season saw some monumental hatches of iron blue whilst hot bright ones 

were very hard work. Late summer evenings were all about blue winged olive spinners and 

sedge returning to the riffles and some excellent sport could be had into dark. 

 

Weed growth was good and three fairly heavy weed cuts were completed on time. 

Interestingly very little blanket weed took hold this summer despite the low flows and high 

water temperatures  

 

Winter coarse fishing has been good despite low flows and clear water. Notable catches 

include roach to 2 lb 7oz, dace to 1lb + and chub over 6lb  

 

Juvenile cormorants returned early ... first ones in late July. Dissuasion techniques have 

proved successful. I have also seen a lot more Goosanders this winter than usual. A mink was 

killed this summer as well, the first I’ve seen for a good few years. 

 

Jon Hall 

 

 

 

Testwood and Nursling 

 

The lower Test salmon season started on 1 March. Due to the poor rainfall over the winter 

period, the river was low and we all knew this would not bode well for the up and coming 

summer months. 

 

High water temperatures were on everyone’s mind, but thanks to the Environment Agency 

supplying the fisheries with water temperature loggers, we were able to keep a close eye on 

things.  Having said that, the first salmon of the season was landed on 15 March by veteran 

angler Steve Turner.  A beautiful spring fish of 13 lbs caught from the boards, in Testwood 

Pool and then two days later by Peter Abrahams a lovely fresh 10 lb hen caught in the bay.  

We were off to a good start! 

 

March soon moved into April, water temperatures were still good but the river was running 

low, however this did not put off the fishing.  On 27 April Frank Callahan had landed four 

spring fish by mid-day, all were around the 15 lb mark and all beautiful fresh fish.  On 9 May 

Nursling also had a run of fish and Darren Dodd landed the first fish of the season on the 

Little River, a well-deserved 9 lber. 
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By the end of May, Testwood and Nursling 

continued to fish well but the dreaded water 

temperature was starting to rise.  There is a cease 

fishing protocol on the Test, Itchen and 

surrounding southern rivers that if the water 

temperature is 19 degrees Celsius or more by 9am, 

then salmon fishing has to stop.  It was already 

looking like we were on target for this to be 

implemented in the near future. 

  

June arrived, along with the fish.  Both Nursling 

and Testwood were seeing good numbers of salmon and sea-trout in the main river above the 

pool and on the upper river on the Mill Beat at Nursling.  Even though we knew there were a 

good number of fish in the river, they were proving hard to catch during the day, as well as 

night.  This, in no doubt, down to the poor river conditions. 

 

Eventually, we had temporarily to stop fishing as the water temperatures were too high. There 

was too much risk to the health of the salmon for us to continue.  At this period of the season, 

we had to close a total of ten days in the peak of the salmon run, which we knew would affect 

the final tally at the end of the season.  But it was well worth putting the health of the salmon 

first. 

 

It wasn’t all doom and gloom though, because by August we had a drop of rain.  The river 

rose and the water temperature dropped. The fishing switched on and the sea-trout really 

started to arrive.  One night in particular we had up to seven fish being landed and to a good 

size.  The largest sea-trout reported was 10 lb and well worth the wait. I’m sure these fish will 

wait out in the estuary when the river conditions do not favour them to run, hence the late 

arrival. 

 

The salmon fishing on the little river at Nursling was fantastic in the later months of August 

and September.  These are the months when the main river at Testwood starts to slow down 

and Nursling picks up, true to form this year it happened again. Nursling was out-fishing 

Testwood most weeks and reports from Nursling keeper, Charlie Bull, that there were still 

fresh grilse showing on the tide at Cottage Hole Pool into the middle of September.  Testwood 

did have some good sport in September, a couple of early frosts switched on the resident cock 

fish on the river above the pool.  Gillie’s Run and Longreach both produced 20 lbers that 

month. 

 

The season came to a close as of the 2 October and even though the salmon had stopped 

running, the sea-trout continued to show up into late October.  A little late but very welcome, 

let’s hope we get the rain this winter to help keep our rivers topped up and water 

temperatures down to help the 2018 season. 

 

Pete Farrow 
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RIVER BOURNE 
 

Bourne Rivulet – Apsley Estate 

 

Following the very dry winter, the Bourne, like all the smaller chalk streams, was short of 

water right through 2017 and was plagued with filamentous algae until the end of May.  

Somehow enough weed grew to clean the river bed,  hold up what water we had and to cover 

the backs of the large wild brown trout that had survived the winter.  As is often the case in 

low flow years, hatches of fly were better, although still nothing like they were 25 years ago 

when I first fished the Bourne.    

 

After being taken to see the sedimentation in the river downstream of their salad washing 

outflow, the senior management of Vitacress have instigated a  new system to try to prevent 

any solids entering the Bourne though this will take some time to create.  They have also 

announced that they intend to meet the same limits on Phosphates that apply on the Upper 

Itchen.  All good news.  Unfortunately this announcement coincides with the hearing of a 

planning application to increase the floor space in the salad washing plant by 50% - when this 

business has yet to demonstrate that it can operate without impacting invertebrate 

populations on the Bourne below its discharge.  Amazingly the Environment Agency has no 

objection to this application.   Once again, the mind boggles that the very Agency charged 

with the statutory duty to protect the aquatic environment can be in complete abrogation of 

its duty by ignoring clear evidence (including its own) of existing pollution attributable to the 

washing of foreign salads in the Bourne’s water.  How, I often wonder, could something so 

blatantly wrong get through the planning system?   

 

Moving on to sweeter thoughts - as I have said, there are still some very big trout in the 

Bourne.  Fellow devotee Adrian Latimer, who despite living in Paris, has caught more than 

his share of large Bourne fish, had a memorable encounter with one at the end of May that 

really sums up the way we at Famous Fishing manage this lovely stream.   Nick Lawrence, 

who does the river work, is a great fan of woody debris and has over many years transformed 

the habitat for trout throughout the Apsley Estate’s mile and a half of water. 

 

The image to the right is taken from 

the Iron Bridge.  Until fairly recently 

this section had always been too 

shallow to hold any large fish, but 

last year Nick cleverly pinched the 

stream with a brushwood mattress 

on the true left bank.  If you look 

carefully, you can see a good trout 

lying underneath the overhanging 

bough on the right bank (left of 

picture, arrowed), just above a log 

pegged into the river bed.   An 

almost impenetrable lie, deliberately 
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created to harbour a large fish, and this one had every right to believe it was safe.  A number 

of people, including a very skilful German, had already tried for it and failed.   

 

By getting down on his knees in 

the water hard against the 

bank, and casting the tightest of 

loops, Adrian managed to 

deliver his #16 Klinkhamer 

Olive first cast.   It had to be 

first cast.   The unsuspecting 

trout sipped down his fly 

immediately.  After a terrific 

fight which involved Adrian 

having to duck underneath the overhanging branch in pursuit, he was rewarded with a lovely 

fish of 3lb, pictured in the shot above.   Not the biggest from the Bourne in recent years, but 

this tale of its unlikely capture is a highly satisfactory example of the level of sport that can be 

achieved through the creation of thoughtful habitat and one that, I hope, will be appreciated 

by T&I members, even if somewhat beyond the ability of most of us!    I’m sure that Harry 

Plunket-Greene would approve.     

 

William Daniel 

 

 

 

RIVER DEVER 
 

Bransbury Mill 

 

2017 began with the Dever down to its bare bones and many fingers crossed for rain. A state 

that remained until the arrival of the Trout anglers in late April.  

 

Weed was slow to grow and little was cut in June. Hawthorn hatches and fishing was good 

as is often the case after a dry winter. Mayfly fishing was once again spectacular and this year 

took place in high heat. Rain followed which freshened the river up and everybody started 

talking about a wet summer. I've a tendency to turn to cricket for both succour and 

punishment but the local game can also serve as a bellwether as to how wet a summer has 

actually been. This summer my local club Longparish lost three league games to the elements 

which is about par for a season. Earlier this century they lost eight of their seventeen league 

games to the weather - that was a wet summer.   

 

The second half of the trout fishing season was quite challenging with poor hatches of both 

olives and sedge and fish fickle in low clear water although numbers caught were up on the 

previous two seasons.   
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Early winter grayling fishing has also been hard work with a fined down approach essential. 

Numbers of pike have recovered from the dip they took a few years ago and both roach and 

perch of well over a pound in weight fell to nymphs offered to trout.   

 

This part of the Dever valley remains relatively untouched by cormorants although numbers 

of heron and little egret have been high this year.  Kingfishers have given battle over the 

millions of minnows that inhabit this stretch with some clashes particularly brutal, on at least 

half a dozen occasions I came across a pair, beaks locked, each trying to drown the other.  

Numbers of duck are up and as the year draws to a close we seem to play host to an increasing 

number of waterail. Muntjac are far more numerous than they used to be in this valley and 

much more bold, one feeds with my chickens and will stand and watch me chop logs for 

twenty minutes.   

 

Ash die back seems to have taken hold in this part of the valley although there are several 

specimens that show no sign of any disease giving some cause for hope. 

 

Early in 2017 we received word of a remarkable Mea Culpa when the announcement was 

made that the supplementary pumping of groundwater water down the Candover Stream 

during periods of low flow was impacting on the neighbouring River Dever. There are many 

who fish and work in the Dever valley who will attest that the Dever falls away far quicker 

than it used to after a prolonged dry period.  Well done the EA for seeking to reduce the 

abstraction licence for the pumping of water down the Candover Stream and good luck in the 

fight with the weasels at the water company who are challenging the EA's application and 

seek to maintain the abstraction licence at its current damaging level. Mistrust of the water 

companies and their methods was heightened further later in the year when an OFWAT 

report found that five water companies (including the principle operator in these parts) were 

riddled with dodgy data and probably had been for years.  Will somebody please call these 

private companies to book with regard to impact upon the chalk stream environment. 

 

Chris de Cani 
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Norman Court Fishery 

 

The fishing has suffered this season through the lack of two essential needs, water and aquatic 

weed, the absence of both being the cause we believe of an exceptionally poor season. The dry 

winter of 2016-17 followed by just 10% of the normal rainfall in our catchment in the month 

of April caused our river level on opening day of 1st May to be down by a third. We were 

fearful of any further diminution in the summer months adversely impacting on an already 

modest flow rate, but although the level did fall back it is pleasing to note that the flow rate 

held up throughout the summer and autumn. 
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There was little weed growth to lift the level and provide cover for the fish. We could plainly 

see the water parsnip and ranunculus peeping through the gravels but once it grew to an 

edible size our resident swans and visiting Canada geese grazed it all away. As they turn their 

beaks up at Mares Tail this did flourish in parts of the stream and provided some shelter for 

the Trout and Grayling so heavily exposed to the many Herons that live off and feast in our 

stream. 

 

For the first time for many years we had no blanket weed later in the season to disfigure the 

river. There was an unusual algae growth that attached itself to the gravels from August 

onwards but it did not adversely impact on the fishing and disappeared once the cooler 

autumnal temperatures arrived. Perhaps we should record our grateful thanks to the farmers 

of the fields upstream bordering the Anton and Pill Hill Brook for cutting back or eliminating 

depositing nitrogen rich fertilisers on their lands adjacent to the watercourse. 

 

The Mayfly started on 5th May and continued for a month with still a trickle of Mayfly being 

recorded well into June. The main hatches were a few days either side of 21st May and 

although not as prolific as last season there were clouds of fly over the water on a couple of 

evenings. We also noted some good hatches of Olives from time to time this summer, with 

lots of sedge and BDO’s emerging, especially from early August. 

 

Our catch numbers were far less than in recent seasons, perhaps as much due to the lack of 

cover for the fish as reduced fishing pressure. They were very aware of movement on the bank 

and often it was only possible to make a single cast to a fish before it spooked and was gone. 

Even fishing the nymph from 1st August did little to improve results and our Fishing Register 

recorded more blank days this year than I can recall. In part this may be due to the enormous 

decline in our Grayling population this year where we recorded just 14 fish caught compared 

to between 100 and 200 most seasons. Why? I have no idea as the water quality seems as good 

as always and the results from the monthly kick samples of invertebrates have stayed 

consistent. 

 

The river never ceases to surprise and enthral me. Arriving early one Sunday morning in June 

I quietly approached the bank to see in front of me in the shallow clear water a magnificent 

specimen Roach. Quite why a shoal fish of such remarkable size should arrive in our water all 

alone is a mystery. It stayed for over a month before disappearing, hopefully not a victim of 

our passing otters. 

 

We are blessed with Kingfishers that nest nearby and delight the eye as they flash up and 

down the stream. Often, they use a low overhanging branch just upstream of our fishing hut 

as a perch and the speed at which they arrive and depart from it is truly mesmerising. It’s so 

true that there is more to fishing than catching fish! Fingers crossed for a wet winter. 

 

David James 
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RIVER DUN 
 

Holbury Lakes 

 

Holbury Lakes underwent a number of changes. Dorjee Ghorak (George) replaced Simon 

Fields as the lake and river keeper in June 2017. A fish-pass is presently being installed to 

permit salmonids and eels to gain access to the upper stretches of the river Dun, that is to say 

above Holbury Mill. This involves the loss of one stew and strengthening of the remaining 

stew. A disused exit from the millpond has been reopened for better flood control. 

 

The fishing in the river has been much as usual, with comparatively poor fly life but 

reasonable hatches of blue olives, sedges and hawthorns. The mayfly hatch was poor. The 

felling/pollarding of overgrown alders along the Northern bank of the river closest to 

Lockerley Mill has opened up a remarkable new vista of the river, enhanced by the acre of 

wild flower meadow nearby. There had been a good breeding of wild brown trout and the 

river has a large number of wild brownies above and below Holbury Mill. All brown trout are 

put back. Whether we will now get grayling, which have hitherto been absent, as a result of 

the new fish pass at Lockerley Mill waits to be seen. Let’s hope that we have a run of seatrout 

and salmon in due course. 

 

The lakes fished well throughout the season and continue to do so. The introduction of tiger 

trout into Long Lake proved popular. Fishermen considered that their fighting strength 

exceeded even that of the blue trout which remain as visible and wanted as ever.  

 

The kingfishers have had a good breeding season as have the kestrels. Otters continue to take 

their toll. Water voles are to be seen throughout the fishery. 

 

Roger Henderson QC 

 

 

NWFFA 

 

This year has been dominated by low water levels, which did not improve significantly until 

the very end of the season. Low flows after the winter did at least allow the pre-season weed 

cut to go ahead in April. However subsequent weed cuts were kept very light in an effort to 

maintain some depth of water, and stocking levels were reduced from those planned. Despite 

this, the upper stretch of the beat appeared in better health with more gravel showing and less 

growth of ribbon weed. 

 

Our season opened on 1st May, a fortnight later than usual, because of improvement works on 

the river carried out in April. There were some good hatches of mayfly during May, and some 

reports of good fishing, however for the most part conditions remained challenging until 

August. Growth of water parsnip was luxuriant. 

 

There were further problems with silt and weed coming downstream and fluctuating water 

levels during the summer. Following this, the  T&I kindly organised a meeting for interested 
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parties on the River Dun at which the Environment Agency explained what can and cannot 

be done without specific permission, and how concerns can be reported. 

 

An otter was caught on camera on the river bank early in the year, however since then it 

appears to have moved on. Two sightings of eels were reported. There were no resident 

swans. Following training workshops organised by T&I, a riverfly sampling point has been 

registered on the upper end of the beat. Results so far show an encouraging diversity and 

strength of fly life. 

 

In the last few seasons the river has been plagued by a combination of low water levels and 

associated reduced velocity (a combination of low rainfall and abstraction), rapid spread and 

growth of water parsnip and substantial siltation from upstream. This has led to angler 

frustration and also excessive workload around the weed-cutting windows.   

 

To try to combat some of these problems we obtained the necessary approvals from both EA 

and Natural England to improve the overall river structure. Over the last two seasons we have 

installed a variety of berms, riffles and woody debris to narrow the river in places with a view 

to improving flows and retaining water levels to improve the fishing experience.  We have 

also removed two weirs to help facilitate passage for migratory species and re-laid with large 

gravel an existing ford.  Overall, we have begun to see some improvements to the habitat.  

Certainly, in places silt is much less in evidence and more and more we see a gravel bottom 

and less water parsnip as well as benefitting from improvements for fishing access.  

Depending on funding we hope to continue this work in the next couple of years as this 

dovetails in well with other improvements both upstream and downstream of our stretch of 

river. 

 

Heather Kirk 
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RIVER ITCHEN 
 

Cheriton Mill – Cheriton Stream  

 

We started the year with lower flows and this continued for the rest of the season. As I write 

this report flows are not increasing significantly, so we are hoping for a wet spring!  

 

Riverfly monitoring has continued every month and again Gammarus numbers are always 

low and often less than 50. Nymph numbers do increase during the summer but not huge 

numbers with less than 10 BWO each month. To balance species range we have a huge number 

of cased caddis especially the tiny ones. So, our fly life has generally not been prolific – a 

familiar refrain. Hopefully some of the recently announced government initiatives along with 

the outputs from the Test & Itchen Catchment Partnerships bid (‘Watercress & 

Winterbournes’) for a Landscape Partnership Scheme to the Heritage Lottery Fund will bear 

fruit with improved fly life in years to come.   

 

Weed growth has been very strong this year, particularly Ranunculus. Fortunately, we have 

not had any swans resident on the beat so our riverweed remains intact. 

 

We continue to see egrets in the stream and also our “resident” grey heron, but apart from 

these predators, we are fortunate to not suffer major avian or other predation. 

 

The beat has again been lightly fished this year, with more visits ending in blanks rather than 

a trout or two being brought to hand, which emphasises the challenge of such small stream 

fishing for wild trout.  

 

We undertook gravel cleaning late in 2016 to help with trout spawning redds using equipment 

kindly provided by Wessex Chalkstream & Rivers Trust, so grateful thanks to Rupert Kelton. 

We saw a number of redds and a good number of immature trout during the year - the hard 

work seems to have paid off! – so we have been sufficiently encouraged to repeat the cleaning 

this year with hopefully similar results. 

 

We wrestled with the preparation and submission of the new style Environment Agency 

Flood Risk Activities Permit applications in late 2016 for some revetment works to pinch the 

channel in one over-wide section of the stream, and the works were duly completed early in 

the year. It did seem an awful lot of work for what was a very small project, but because we 

are in an SSSI/SAC we have to have a permit, even for otherwise exempt activities.  

 

The water in our beat was sampled earlier in the year to see if there were any DNA signatures 

that would indicate we have a white-clawed crayfish population. We still await the results at 

the time of writing, but we live in hope!   

 

Chris Mitchell  
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Borough Farm 

 

The river levels remained steady through most of the season until after the August weed cut, 

when the level of water fell and predictably the blanket weed appeared in areas of reduced 

flow.  

 

The Mayfly appeared early in May and despite continuous hatches, few were taken on the 

surface, the fish doubtless preferring the emerging nymph. 30 years ago, in 1987, when the 

Mayfly was ‘obvious by its absence,’ we reported a similar pattern of feeding, with fish 

concentrating on the nymph as they hatched, to the exclusion of all surface flies. 

 

For some years we have reported with others, the decline in the number of gammarus in our 

kick samples. We engaged the Analysis and Reporting Team of the Environment Agency to 

validate our methods. The message appeared to be, ‘don’t get too fixated on numbers, but 

look for changes in order of magnitude’. A fall of 1000 to 100, being more significant than 800 

to 500, nonetheless our maximum count of 500 compared unfavourably with the 5000 

recorded on the Meon.  

 

Of particular note was the observation that gammarus are sensitive to the output from 

watercress farming. The growth of the salad washing industry in Alresford is well known and 

it is perhaps not surprising that the riparian owners on the Upper Itchen remain sceptical 

about the long-term viability of the trout’s stable diet. The sediment realised by the washings 

may benefit the Mayfly, but not I suspect the gammarus. 

 

An unexpected problem was from our resident cob, who with 5 cygnets to protect, after a 

barren year in 2016, made our fisherman’s day on the river a nightmare and a wading stick a 

must. One fisherman was almost upended when the swan in full flight struck him between 

the shoulder blades, subsequent anglers kept a wary eye out for him and this plus the absence 

of the FlyFishers’ Team (See 2016 Report), may have contributed to the reduced catches. 

 

No single fly proved more successful than others, but in June and July, Adams, Red Sedge 

and Greenwell’s Glory proved effective. September was barely fished as the trout stayed on 

the gravel and there were few hatches, altogether a disappointing end to the season. 

 

Days fished 22, with 84 caught and all browns returned: 

 

Brown     72     largest 2lb 

Grayling   8     largest 1 1/4lb 

Rainbow   4 

 

Lord Ribeiro 
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Itchen Stoke Mill 

 

Some good days and some good fish with an encouraging growth of Ranunculus and, as I 

write this, a proliferation of redds; mostly in places where passing people or traffic disturbs 

predators. 

 

But the problems reported in recent years remain.  A professionally done autumn gammarus 

count was at a low of 32 against what should be several thousand.  In the absence of pollution, 

which appears to be coming mainly from the Arle, numbers could recover.  The Environment 

Agency recognises the problem, but so far nothing has been achieved to alleviate it. 

 

In addition to this pollution, which we believe extends to much other invertebrate life in the 

river, there has been no abatement in the two forms of algal growth; brown covering the 

gravels in the spring and long strings of it in the summer. There is no phosphate stripper in 

the Alresford sewage works and no mains drainage in most of the headwater villages and no 

24/7 check on the outflows from the cress beds to confirm that they comply with their reduced 

phosphate output.  I believe that future generations will give us no thanks for the inevitable 

pollution of the groundwater, quite apart from the damage to the river. 

 

It may be worth recalling that all ground nesting waders, including snipe, woodcock, 

redshank and green plover have left the valley.  Apart from small pockets, the once numerous 

native white clawed crayfish have gone.  Eels are almost gone. Bats, swallows and martins are 

fewer. Alresford Pond, once home to large trout, is now mainly a heavily polluted mudbank 

exposed in low water. 

 

At present there is not much pride in how we are leaving the Itchen to our successors, but 

enough determined efforts by concerned people can, and will make a difference. 

 

Roger Harrison 

 

 

Yavington Fishery 

 

At the start of the season the river was low, but later, with good weed growth, it improved 

and held up well.  

 

In the summer and Autumn, there was excellent weed growth, especially Ranunculus. Yet 

2017 was another disappointing season for fly life. This seems to be the case at all times of the 

day with very little hatching and only occasional fish seen rising. The evening rise, with BWO 

spinners returning in large numbers in recent years, was almost non-existent. Kick sampling 

found low counts, especially Gammarus. On several days this season, anglers on the lower 

Itchen telephoned and reported good hatches and fish rising, while at the same time 

Yavington was very quiet. 
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Currently flow levels are good and the river seems in good order, but there seems to be a 

problem with the upper river which is very worrying. We look forward to next season with 

trepidation. 

 

Vicky Reed 

 

OVINGTON & LOWER CHILLAND 

 

2017 saw another serious decline in for the quality of these 2 fisheries.   

 

There were virtually no hatches of fly except for Mayfly and a few evenings of spinner fall. 

The gammarus counts are pathetic, around 100 in a kick sample instead of the 1000’s in the 

river Meon. The EA recommend a minimum of 500, which is still too low.  

 

The brown trout are considerably less in number and thinner.  There is little food for them. 

There are multiple factors possible for this decline. Chlorine products have consistently been 

discharged into the headwaters by Alresford Salads. 

 

Bo Ivanovic 

 

 

Martyr Worthy 

 

A season of two halves with May and June proving disappointingly quiet, even on days when 

the weather offered favourable conditions for fly life. Those early season bumper hatches of 

olives that once carpeted the surface of the water are fast becoming a distant memory. 

 

Given the relatively dry winter, river flows were surprisingly strong encouraging a healthy 

early growth of Ranunculus that needed trimming in both May and June. Alarmingly, 

however, the first strands of blanket weed started to appear before the end of May and had 

infiltrated every clump of weed by mid-summer. If it is the case that phosphate levels on the 

Upper Itchen are beginning to decline there is no evidence as yet. Algal bloom was also 

present until the first days of July when the water finally cleared and the river started to look 

like a proper chalk stream.  

 

Thereafter the fishing improved with a steady hatch of olives throughout the rest of the season 

perhaps boosted by the welcome rains in July and August. Fishing at Martyr Worthy over the 

last few years has undoubtedly become more productive during the second half of the 

summer. 

 

Two mink were trapped in the spring which came as a surprise, and perhaps explains why 

there remains an absence of water voles. A great deal of effort is being put into improving the 

bankside vegetation by selective strimming and the continual purge of water hemlock which 

left unchecked would dominate the riverine landscape. 

 

Simon Ffennell 
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Easton – TLB below Easton Bridge 

 

We started the year with a gravel bar standing proud of the water at the end of the main bridge 

pool and we finished the year with the same gravel bar standing clear of the water.  

 

Good weed growth in mid-summer lifted the level a little and numbers of both trout and 

grayling remained on a par with previous seasons but hatches of olives and sedge were 

diminished although Mayfly fishing was all that one would expect.  

 

Cormorants remain a frequent visitor to this stretch throughout the year although it’s a tad 

tricky for a heron to fish and they seem to seek their provender elsewhere. Otters are 

established and regularly flop in and out of the top pool and Swans are numerous and make 

the most of the previously mentioned exposed gravel bar midstream below the bridge.  

 

This summer we have been spared the poachers/illegal anglers who caused so much trouble 

last year. Thanks very much to the locals for their vigilance and for reporting such incidents 

and also to the rural police officers at Alresford for responding so magnificently.   

 

Chris de Cani 

 

 

Easton Fishing Syndicate 

 

The water level started off lower than at the 

end of last season and never really 

recovered.  In December 2017 it was 

practically a foot and a half lower than in 

August 2016.  This has caused a small gravel 

island to appear below the road bridge. 

 

Weed growth was not that good this year.   

Probably because of the low flows and water level the swans were able to have a good go at 

our Ranunculus.  I did not need to cut any.  It is a shame they do not like ribbon weed as there 

was plenty of that, plus a fair amount of blanket weed late summer.  The water clarity was 

good all season.  Let’s hope there is more rain after Christmas, otherwise summer 2018 could 

be interesting! 

 

There were a lot of large dragonflies this summer, especially emperors.  We did notice a lot 

more cuckoos than normal in the spring, there were kingfishers about and a few more water 

voles spotted in the late autumn.  There was not much evidence of otters this year and just the 

odd cormorant seen in late summer.  The swallows and housemartins seemed to arrive later 

this spring. During the June weed cut there were hundreds hunting above the river on the 

upper Itchen.  I am not sure what they were getting as apart from some good mayfly hatches 

there was not much else, although the hawthorn were fairly good. 

 

New gravel island! 
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There were plenty of trout and 

grayling caught this season, 

mostly between 1lb and 2lbs, 

with a few touching 3lbs.  

Nearly all of these fish were 

returned which seems to be 

common practice now.   Some 

wild brown trout were also 

caught, along with the odd 

pike in the winter.  Eels are still 

a rare sight. The favourite flies 

were mayfly patterns, grey 

wulff, klinkhammer, adams and sedges.  Weighted nymphs caught well as they can get down 

in the deeper water. There were one or two reported sightings of salmon, but I did not see one 

myself, perhaps a confusion with pike! 

 

Patrick Moyle 

 

Orvis Abbots Worthy Beat 

 

Our new river keeper Jason worked to improve access for our rods in a number of areas with 

careful and sympathetic trimming and pollarding which proved very beneficial to our wildlife 

as well as the anglers. His previous experience with the National Trust is very helpful. It is a 

delicate balance managing an SSSI to conserve the best species diversity and habitat whilst 

also taking into consideration the needs of anglers of varying levels of ability and watercraft.  

 

Overall it was quite a good season with fly hatches and rising fish to be found most days. 

Mayfly numbers continue to increase year on year. 

 

Over the past century 

this beat has suffered, 

like many from the 

effects of channel 

deepening and 

impoundment.  As 

part of the Test and 

Itchen restoration 

strategy, the EA will 

be implementing a 

significant channel 

improvement project 

on behalf of the 

stakeholders in the 

winter of 2018 to restore a significant section of the main channel of the river. Some tree works 

to allow access for the machinery have already been undertaken. The main contractor will be 

Cain Bio Engineering who many readers will be familiar with. We are all very excited at the 
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prospect of being able to return this short stretch of river back to good environmental status 

and at the same time significantly improve it’s potential as a true wild trout fishery. 

 

Richard Banbury 

 

 

Piscatorial Society – Abbots Worthy 

 

As with all our other beats and rivers, the lack of meaningful winter/spring rainfall meant a 

less than ideal start to the season.  Very low water, the usual colour of tea and an absence of 

weed.  Not great, but the dry winter did result in good early season hawthorn and nice 

numbers of olives.  The weed in our Fulling Mill beat got going in late May and propped the 

levels up well giving a false sense of the true situation.  It should be noted here that this beat 

has rather more water flowing through it than it ought, due to a defunct hatch upstream.  

Elsewhere, levels remained low throughout the season and weed growth lacklustre, even the 

ribbon weed struggled. 

 

The Mayfly was good, the best of it toward the end of the month, but mediocre when 

compared to the almost biblical numbers coming off the Grange water further up the Itchen.  

BWO hatches were good and provided some fine spent fishing into the gloaming mid-June 

onwards.  

 

As with all our waters, the best of the fishing is to be had in the evenings, particularly in a 

year such as we’ve had with low water and many bright sunny days.  As noted on our other 

rivers, there were fine hatches of Pale Wateries towards the end of the trout season, running 

on through the start of the Grayling season.  All in all, and in spite of the low levels and 

reduced weed growth, fly numbers remain good, as evidenced by our monthly kick sampling. 

 

Craig Dawson  

 

 

Pudding Farm 

 

As winter gave way to spring, the river levels in both the Barton carrier and the little Nun’s 

stream were somewhat low by normal standards.  The water quality in the carrier was 

worrying as its turbidity was quite extreme and remained so until well into the season.  

Certainly until the June or even July weed-cuts.  The little winterbourne that is the Nun’s 

stream flowed with some heart at the commencement of the season and was, by comparison, 

sparkling and clear.  It had maintained its healthy weed beds through most of the winter 

unlike the Barton carrier, its neighbour. 

 

With the onset of April, hatches of small flies was extremely patchy.  Intermittent and feeble 

hatches of Large Dark Olive did little to stimulate the trout to surface feed.  As the days 

warmed there were a few straggly emergers of the smaller Baetids’, the medium olives, 

showed-up, but in no great numbers.  April/May time I always look for the appearance of the 

Hawthorn fly.  I am, invariably disappointed these days and this spring was no different.   I 
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noted a few stragglers and as April ended, even saw a couple blown onto the water and 

mopped-up by a very good trout. 

 

The Barton carrier continued cloudy and the weed beds did not seem to have much growth 

in them.  The ribbon weed, however, seemed to come-on early and strongly.  I had a feeling 

that we were being confronted by the principle candidate for a heavy workload during the 

coming weed cuts and indeed that was to be the case.  By early May the first of the mayfly, E. 

Danica was seen and by the third week there was some glorious, tea-time hatches.  Evenings 

too produced some exciting rises to the spinners and it was simply marvellous just to sit by 

the river watching this carnival.  This insect also produced some exciting sessions on the little 

Nun’s stream where I saw trout devouring the creatures in places that I would have sworn 

there could never be a fish.  

 

Our weed cuts this season were hard work.  As mentioned, on the Barton carrier, the principle 

work load was taken up by ribbon weed that seemed to grow at a hell of a rate this summer.  

By comparison, the Nun’s stream grew starwort and water parsnip as if the stream was being 

fed by a constant influx of super-nutrients.  I have never witnessed such extreme growth in 

fifty years.  The stream’s water cress too was massively more dominant than usual.  I could 

not help wondering about any, possible, influence that the Springvale water cress farm 

upstream might be having.  It did seem extraordinary. 

 

Since there is almost no fishing effort on our lengths, it is pointless to estimate the quality or 

otherwise of the fishery, it is simply a marvellous place to spend an hour or two. 

 

Roy Darlington  

 

 

Winchester College 

 

 2017 Began with less water than we had hoped for. A slightly wetter than average late spring 

and Summer helped keep levels up until a very dry end to the year left levels looking pretty 

low.  We completed the extension of our main building in April, to allow us to install a new 

hatchery system, with new tanks and a much improved rearing system for our native strain 

brownies. 

 

Fly life seemed to be a little better than recent years, where good sporadic hatches of iron 

blues, olives and grannoms were seen early on in the season. These would often come just 

after a heavy rain spell or at the absolute last knockings of the evening, with fish being quite 

switched on them when they happened. We were grateful of the weed growth, providing good 

cover for fish and inverts as well as a natural dam to help hold up the water levels. 

 

We had a busy year on the bank with a good number of boys in the school, seasoned and new, 

taking to the water. This was also supplemented by the Old Wykehamist fishing club steadily 

building in numbers and popularity. We also had some guests from various charity auction 

days such as the Wild Trout Trust.   

 



 

RIVER ITCHEN 

 

87 
 

The Herons seemed to have had a good year, with a good number of rather bold Juveniles 

showing up towards the end of the season, and otters continue to be ever present with a good 

number of signs, sightings and photographs, with a large hen salmon found mauled on the 

bank recently, along with a belly full of eggs. The cormorants have been spending more time 

sat in trees and dropping onto the water in the vicinity, where as they would only ever be seen 

passing high over us.   

 

We carried out a significant amount of gravel cleaning on the spawning beds in early October 

this year, and the trout seem to have taken to it quite well. Salmon don’t seem to be here in 

the highest of numbers but they are here spawning this year, which is promising. 

 

Wild brood stock collection for our hatchery has gone well this winter with a good number of 

eggs collected and the majority now in the process of absorbing their yolk sacs, and beginning 

to look like they will need their first mouthful of food. 

 

Tight lines for the Season of 2018 

 

Mark Sankey 

 

Bishopstoke Fishing Club 

 

As I write in November the River is now very low again, although in beautiful clear condition; 

autumn leaves are still on the surface; and a good head of salmon and sea trout have joined 

the trout below. 

 

Overall, we are looking back on 

one of our best seasons for some 

years in terms of water quality, 

weed growth and, despite 

comment in the media, fly life. 

Again, while other chalk streams 

have been reporting a decline in 

invertebrate and fly population, 

we seem to have had no such bad 

news. High among the reasons for 

this, I place the care and expertise 

with which our keepers Peter and 

Philip maintain our water and the 

diligence of their invertebrate 

sampling. Another reason might correlate with our relatively moderate population of swans, 

controlled to a meaningful extent by the presence of dominant pairs on all our beats. 

 

The fish have revelled in the conditions. There are reports of many a classic basket, especially 

on the Otterbourne Waterworks beat, which has been at its best for years. We have hosted 

days for representatives of angling Associations and as well as guests for Charities, who have 

enjoyed good fishing and the beauty of the River, but more importantly raised good sums of 
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money for their causes. Over time, we hope to broaden ways in which we can introduce the 

fascination of the chalk stream environment to more of our neighbours.  

 

For further detail, it is worth comment that in springtime we again had very good hatches of 

Hawthorn Fly and ever bigger hatches of Grannom and also, I thought, of March Brown (not 

that anyone agreed with me on this point except some possibly less discriminating fish). The 

hatches of Blue Winged Olive have been massive throughout the season and the Mayfly made 

a short but busy appearance in their mid-month.  

 

As the year progressed, the River remained low and warm all season, with the heatwave in 

July and August sending the fish down into the weed cover, which remained excellent, 

especially at Highbridge, although blanket weed also developed, mainly at the Waterworks. 

In the autumn there have been good hatches of iron blue and pale watery and in September 

the fish developed an appetite for the alder beetles falling from overhanging trees. The 

evening rise, which had again dropped off during the year returned in surprising strength in 

September, when members enjoyed some idyllic late visits. 

 

Meanwhile, the keepers have been busy with the bank work, including new ditch bridges and 

walkways and a new bridge across the main river below Highbridge. The work done to repair 

river banks where they have been damaged by cattle degradation has been successful and will 

have helped lessen the impact of silting further downstream. We have also seen resulting 

improvement in the condition of the river-bed gravels as result of action at Twyford and above 

Highbridge. 

 

On administrative matters, we have revised and updated our Health & Safety policy and risk 

assessment. While our internal risks have remained stable over time, there has been a 

significant increase in the external threats from housing development, road building and 

associated water extraction. The housing and road building plans of Eastleigh Borough 

Council have been delayed by controversy but are still active, and likely to progress in some 

form. We are hopeful that a North Bishopstoke Bypass, if built, will not cross the Lower 

Highbridge floodplain; a scheme against which we and our members lodged extensive 

objections on the grounds of its adverse impact on the SAC/SSSI ecosystem. We continue to 

monitor this situation and would renew our objections if necessary.  

 

We organise a selection of events aimed at bringing together our members and their guests in 

and out of season. The flagship of these events is the members’ Family Day, held this year on 

the riverbank on a glorious day in July and attended by 54 adults and children. This includes 

a chance for the next generations to be introduced to angling, and also to the wonders of the 

life below the surface by a kick-sampling demonstration from Philip and Peter. Hopefully this 

day “hooks” a future member or two each time we enjoy it. We also held an inaugural 

Opening Day ceremony in April, the spirit of which seems to have been confirmed by the 

season’s success. 

 

Mick Green 

Lower Bishopstoke Fishery 
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2017 will not go down as a good year. Rainfall totals for the year have been well down on the 

average with only July, Aug and Sep being above average (not including Dec which will 

hopefully be wet!!). This stretch of river, which used to run much higher, backed up by 

verdant fronds of Ranunculus, was once again suffering from enrichment with algal growth 

taking hold as the season progressed, smothering the gravels and suppressing weed growth. 

The old adage ‘no weed, no fish’ holds true and certainly salmon were discouraged from 

holding on the beat.  

 

In June, I was able to wade the entire fishery due to low flows and lack of weed. Surprisingly 

there seemed to be moderate numbers of 2017 hatched salmon fry/parr but not a single adult 

salmon. Mercifully there followed three months of above average rainfall which saw some 

movement of migratory fish.  

 

Some good-sized sea trout appeared from July onwards with one monster occupying one of 

the main pools for several weeks. Several experienced anglers tried to catch this fish and 

estimates of size ranged from 14-16 lb. Subsequently there has been some encouraging 

spawning of sea trout in November around Bishopstoke.  

 

Grilse arrived in early July, small fish mostly in the 4 - 5 lb range. A few were silver but most 

showed signs of having been in the river for some time and as the season progressed they 

became extremely difficult to tempt on conventional salmon fly/nymph. Some success was 

had by downsizing to size 12, tungsten beaded nymphs using trout tactics. This is a delightful 

way of catching the ‘king of fish’ - walking upstream, spotting a salmon or grilse in its lie, 

casting upstream of the fish and seeing it move off its lie, open its mouth and then start 

shaking its head before the hook is set. We ended the season with only 10 salmon/grilse, all 

caught on fly with half of them caught on the trout nymphing method. Maybe the time is right 

to tighten up on fishing methods and treat the ‘king of fish’ with the respect it deserves.  

 

Chris Pearson 

 

 

Lower Itchen Fishery 

 

2017 was another fabulous year for our salmon fishing, ending with 277 fish which made it 

our 2nd highest year since 1953 and only missing our all-time record by 8 fish!  The largest in 

2017 was a 20lb fish caught by Steve Smallwood.   A noticeable number of salmon seemed to 

come up short and were not getting hooked properly resulting in them being lost and Clayton 

said he has never known a year for so many people losing salmon. 

 

There were more fish seen early on in the season than in normal years and they were also 

running later than usual with November being a very good month for fish coming into the 

river system and even fresh run fish were seen in December. 

 

The trend of increasing numbers of sea trout continued in 2017 with our rods and Clayton 

seeing more sea trout than ever before. 
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We had a very good trout 

season with good Mayfly 

but fly life in general dulled 

down during mid-summer 

and the hot weather.  The 

usual fly patterns worked 

well including Sedges; 

Hawthorn; and Gnats.   

There was a good head of 

grayling in the river with 

our trout rods catching them 

in the summer and our 

winter grayling fishing 

season was as popular as ever. 

 

 

 

The coarse fishing in the winter months keeps 

going from strength to strength with grayling, 

carp, a few very large barble, roach, chub and 

bream all featuring.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyndsey Farmiloe 

 

 

RIVER MEON 
 

Portsmouth Services Fly Fishing Association – Itchen & Meon Beats 

 

Both rivers have suffered from lower water levels, but the Meon through the summer suffered 

some very noticeable drops, exposing gravel banks and resulting in a loss of weed growth. 

The Itchen beats, although the levels were lower than normal, had good weed growth. The  

weed cuts have been reduced to try and maintain good levels throughout the season which 

has been achieved. The Ranunculus replanting on the Hockley beat has been destroyed by the 

Swans which has been very frustrating for the keepers who have made great efforts in trying 

to get it re-established.  

 

There has been one mink trapped and dispatched on the Manor beat and there are constant 

signs of Otter activity on the three beats around Winchester. 

 

Mayfly at sunset 
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Stocking levels have 

been maintained on 

both rivers with 

differing returns. The 

Meon had high levels 

of wild fish recorded 

with low returns on 

the stocked fish. The 

reverse can be said of 

the Itchen beats, with 

lower levels of wild 

fish in relation to the 

returns on the stocked 

fish numbers. Good 

levels of Grayling recorded on the Itchen but none on the Meon. 

 

The kick sample returns on the Itchen remain good but have dropped off on the Meon due to 

the lower water levels. 

 

Steve Batten 
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