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ÅFiPL Funded (Cotswolds AONB)

ÅComplementary to landscape 
recovery pilot on the Evenlode

ÅBottom - up model, led by the NEC 
Farmer Cluster



Aims

Å Gather existing data on the current and 
historic extent of species - rich meadows 
in the floodplain

Å Botanical assessment of 500 ha or 50 
farms, to assess grassland quality & 
restoration potential

Å Flood sediment analysis across the 
catchment to assess nutrient levels

Å Produce a 20 - year strategy for 
floodplain meadow restoration in the 
catchment
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Botanical survey

ÅUsed RPA dataset & LandApp to 
scope out non - target habitats on 
all farms with access permission

ÅRapid assessment method to 
collect enough data to assess 
grassland against NE PHI criteria

ÅTransect with 10 x stops recording 
all species & some condition data
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Survey coverage

Surveyed: 863 ha
Existing data: 65 ha

Total dataset: 928 ha
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Pre survey:

69 ha previously 
recorded lowland 
meadows priority 
habitat:

Å 3 floodplain meadow 
SSSIs

Å Areas registered on 
PHI

Å Unregistered but 
previously known PHI 
quality meadows 
(GCG donor sites). 

Post Survey
77 ha Lowland meadows 
priority habitat

115 ha GQSI (short term 
restoration prospects)

463 ha PHI Criteria not 
met (medium to long 
term restoration 
prospects)

145 ha Unassessed
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