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Putting #WildSalmonFirst

Who We Are
The UK's leading evidence-led wild Atlantic salmon conservation charity with a decades-

long reputation for delivering research and restoration programmes.

Evidence Solutions Partnership
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WHAT IS A CORE RIVER?



THE CHALLENGE

IUCN
ASSESSMENT

PRE-FISHERY ABUNDANCE OF MATURING, ONE-SEA WINTER 
SALMON IN THE NORTH EAST ATLANTIC COMMISSION
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By 2050 the decline in wild 

Atlantic salmon has been halted 
across its range and numbers 
are increasing in over 50% of 
the catchments it calls home.



THE LIKELY SUSPECTS FRAMEWORK
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OBJECTIVES
What do Core Rivers aim to achieve?

Evidence: To understand what is preventing wild salmon recovery

Solutions: To research the effect of targeted interventions on populations and the wider ecosystem

Partnership: To share good practice and support the work of others through policy frameworks



DEFINITION
 What is a Core River?

A Core River is a representative, monitored river system in the UK and Ireland 

monitoring techniques, as well as the latest research, are used to identify and understand the primary 

factors limiting the production of wild Atlantic salmon and sea trout. 

used to inform the development of targeted interventions, the effectiveness of which will be assessed using 

robust science. 

As the effectiveness of interventions and management actions become better understood, the management 

of Core River systems can be adapted and adjusted, with the aim of restoring Core River systems.

Sharing

A monitored river system

Research to identify & evidence pressures

Targeted evidence-led management actions 

Monitoring and continual adaptation 

Sharing and dissemination of results



THE FRAMEWORK
How we meet our aims



THE PROCESS
How we deliver

MONITORINGRESEARCH

E.g. Planting 
riverside woodland

Catchment
audit

Choose management actions 
for desired outcome

Pressures 
assessment

BASELINE MODELLING MANAGEMENT ACTIONS DESIRED OUTCOME

E.g. Spawners

FISH POPULATIONSRESTORATION EFFICACY

Desired effect?

Thriving salmon, sea trout and 
biodiverse communities



MODELLING 
The Likely Suspects Framework

E.g. Planting 
riverside woodland

Choose management actions 
for desired outcome

MODELLING MANAGEMENT ACTIONS



RESEARCH

Choose management actions 
for desired outcome

MODELLING

RESTORATION EFFICACY

Desired effect?

MONITORING

E.g. Spawners

FISH POPULATIONS

MODELLING 
The Likely Suspects Framework



CORE RIVERS IN ACTION



Project Deveron

Project Laxford

THE CORE RIVERS
Different catchments, same process

River Frome
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CATCHMENT 
AUDIT



Gather existing information 
relating to the catchment

Produce a catchment audit 
to describe the nature and 

condition of the freshwater, 
estuarine and nearshore 

environment

Focus on salmon and sea 
trout status but includes 
other species of interest 

CATCHMENT AUDIT



PRESSURES
ASSESSMENT



PRESSURES ASSESSMENT



RESTORATION
PLAN



Reduction of 
deer grazing 

pressure

Targeted 
restoration of 
native riparian 

woodland

Addition of large 
wood structures 

to kick -start 
natural processes

Channel 
realignment and 
barrier removal

RESTORATION PLAN
Examples
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